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completed the arrange- 
ment of the documents 
of the Corporation in the 
Becord Room at the Guild 
hall, and made a Reper- 
now heg to place before 
t my report upon them, 
nature of the information 
rom them, more especially 
upon the history of the 
ifining myself in a great 
atters upon which the 
I perused appear to afford 

ipon these Records, I have 

to translate such of my 

I in Latin, and to reduce 

«^v lii^v^v vf understanding the early 

English as much as possible by writing all or most of the words of which 

the meaning is not open to dispute as they are written at the present day, 

trusting that hereafter, should sufficient interest be taken in the matter, 

many of these Records may be published in full and in their original 

language and spelling. 






I propose dealing with the documents in the order in which they appear 
in the Repertory ; but before I do so there are one or two subjects on which 
I would say a little, which would be better to take separately, and to those 
I purpose to refer at once. 

It will be very naturally asked if I have, in going over so many of the 
town documents, been able to meet with any entries throwing farther light 
on the vexed question of the origin of the Cup and Sword ; and I am sorry 
to say my answer must be that I have met with very little, and that what 
little I have to tell is mainly about the Sword. 

With respect to the Cup, I need hardly repeat that it is impossible for it 
to be of the time of King John, and it may probably have been called " King 
John's Cup " from having been used in the feasts held yearly to celebrate 
the grant by that King of the liberties and privileges of the borough. 

The Cup itself must have been the work of about the middle of the 14th 
century ; the form and ornamentation are of that date, and the various 
figures are almost identical in dress with specimens I have taken from 
manuscripts of the latter years of Edward III. That it was originally 
fabricated for some great hunting festival or commemoration is very prob- 
able, from the number of figures engaged in such pursuit. Without going 
over all, I take the cover. There are five figures upon it : — 

1. A lady with a hawk on her left hand. 

2. A lady leading a dog. 

3. A man carrying a hare on a stick over his back, a dog in front of him. 

4. A man with a club in his left hand, blowing a horn held in his right, 
two dogs at his feet. 

5. A lady with a bow in one hand, an arrow in the other, a dog at 
her feet. 

In the bottom of the Cup is a lady with a hawk on her left hand, and a 
horn in her right. 

It would, therefore, not be at all strange that no reference should be 
made to it in Records of earlier date than the latter part of Edward III.'s 
time ; but it is very strange that there should not be the slightest reference 
to this costly and beautiful work of art for a very long period after that 
time. Eor nearly, if not quite, two centuries after it was made, nothing 
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appears in the Lynn Eecords to shew that the Corporation possessed so 
valuable a treasure. 

I had hoped to have found some notice of it in the Chamberlain's accounts, 
of some event when it might have been presented, or payments for repair- 
ing it. There are inventories of the plate of the Trinity Guild, which 
included several cups, but the greatest weight of any of these was 40oz., 
and this weighs over 70oz. 

There may, of course, have been some reference to it in the numerous 
missing rolls ; but I am prepared to say, after a careful search, that none 
of those remaining of Edward III., Richard II., Henry IV., V., VI., or 
Edward IV., contains the slightest reference to it. 

I have recently met with a few notes made by an antiquary in the last 
century, in which he gives a summary of the principal entries in one of the 
Chamberlain's accounts, now lost, that of the 6th and 7th Bichard II. 
He says : '' The King came to Lynn, Community gave him in pure gold 
£66 13s. 4d. and six falcons, also presented to him £23 6s. 8d., to the 
Queen gilded cups two; in all it cost £161 18s. 6^." This no doubt 
means that the gilded cups were given by the town to the King and Queen, 
but it is possible the King may have made some present in return for the 
noble one given by the town. 

But this is mere conjecture, and I can put my finger on no reference to 
it until the entry in the Hall Book in 1648, when for the first time a list 
is given of the plate handed over to the Mayor on his entry into office, the 
first item of which is " King John's cup with a cover weighing 73 ounces." 
This list is printed in Mr. Taylor's " History of Lynn," from an inaccurate 
transcript, it being there stated to weigh but 40 ounces. In the original 
entry in the Hall Book the weight is correctly given. 

It was evidently looked upon as a great curiosity in 1695, for in that 
year the Hall Book records that '* King John's cup and a plat of the town 
to be sent to London that the Lord Treasurer may see it.** 

After this, notices of its passing from Mayor to Mayor occasionally occur, 
and the Indentures of Loan which every Mayor from about 1600 regularly 
executed when he entered on his ^office provided for its safe custody with 
the other town plate. 
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I now turn to the Sword. This has a two-edged blade, much worn by 
frequent scrubbing, with a straight cross guard to the hilt, plated with 
silver, on each side an inscription, on one side stating it to be the gift of 
King John, who took it from his own side, on the other " Vivat Rex 
Henricus octavus anno regni vicesimo." Why that date is upon it one can 
hardly guess, but Sir Henry Spelman states that one Mr. Ivory, school- 
master of the town, '* composed " these inscriptions in 1580, and a gold- 
smith named Cooke engraved them. As Cooke was certainly paid a bill 
in that year amounting to £6 8s. 3d., it is very likely Spelman's account 
is correct, and the inscription therefore of no value as to the facts 
recorded. 

The expression made use of in the charter of the 16th Henry VIII., that 
the Mayor shall have "a certain sword, sheathed,'' borne before him, 
clearly points to a particular sword, one then in the possession of the 
Corporation. And in the 25th and 26th years of Henry VI. the town 
made a great stir about a Writ of Privy Seal for carrying the " Mayor's 
Sword " ; and in the few accounts for that reign, and of Edward IV. and 
Richard III., payments are made about it. 

EXTBACTS FBOM CHAMBEBLMN's ACCOUNTS. 

25 and 26 Henry VI. Paid to the Mayor for the expenses of himself, 
Henry Thorisby, William Hardy, William Wareles and others riding to 
London to make suit about the Mayor's Sword, 40s. ; and afterwards 
£3 more. 

And paid to the Serjeant at Arms of the King when he brought the 
Bang's Privy Seal for bearing the Mayor's Sword, 13s. 4d. 

And for red velvet for the Mayor's Sword, 6s. 8d. And paid for silk for 
the same Sword, 7d. And paid to the hostler of the Bell for the expenses 
of the King's Serjeant at Arms at the time he came with the Privy Seal, 
together with horsemeat, 4s. 7d. And paid Martin Wright for leading a 
horse to London when the Mayor and others rode there for the Writ of 
Privy Seal, 3s. 4d. 

And several other similar payments for negotiations with the Bishop and 
others about the same matter. 



And paid John Martin for carrying the Mayor's Sword, lOs. 9^i. (He 
was keeper of East Gate.) 

35 and 36 Henry VI. Paid for mending the Mayor's Sword, 6d. 

Hall Book, Michaelmas, 1 B/ichard III. Delivered to Eobert Pylly 
(new Mayor) the seal of office and two silver maces with the Sword and 
small maces. 

[It might be supposed that these entries fixed the first use of the Sword 
in the 26th and 26th Henry VI., but it was not so.] 

1 and 2 Edward IV. Paid for mending the Mayor's Sword, 4d. And 
for a quarter and half-quarter of crimson velvet bought for the Sword, 
and making same, 6s. 8d. 

6 and 7 Edward IV. One quarter of velvet for the Mayor's Sword, 4s. 
And paid for the '' scales " of the same Sword, 4d. 

But going further back similar entries occur in the accounts of Henry 
V. and VI. 

4 and 5 Henry V. Item for worsted for the Sword, 8d. Item for 
" forbyng," (furbishing,) 2s. 

1 and 2 Henry V. Paid John Alger for the Sword this year, 5 marks. 

13 and 14 Henry IV. And 17s. 2d. for repairing the Sword of the com- 
munity carried imth the Mayor, and for silk and velvet bought for the same 
by order of the Mayor this year. In another account of the 13th Henry 
IV. the 17s. 2d. is divided into " 13s. 4d. paid by order of the Mayor for 
mending the Sword borne after the Mayor, and lOd. for silk for the same, 
and 3s. for velvet for same." 

This is the only entry which states it was ever carried after the Mayor. 

Here occurs a gap of many years, for which no accounts exist, being the 
nine last of the reign of Bichard II., in the documents and accounts of 
which reign the Jirat notices of it I have met with occur. 

Before I cite them I should state that in the first year of Bichard II. a 
dispute took place between the Mayor and townsfolk and Bishop Spencer. 
The story comes from Pox the martyrologlst, who does not give his autho- 
rity, but it is in some measure corroborated by entries among the Hall 
proceedings in the Bed Begister, two persons who were injured by the 
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Bishop^s servants in the afi&ay 
community. 



€t 



The Bishop coming to Ltiui a little after Easter^ seeing the Mayor with his officer 
before him holding a certain wand tipped at both ends with black horn^ commanded 
that this wand or mace should be borne before him. This was resisted^ a fray ensued^ 
and the Bishop and his men were pelted with stones/ 
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There is no allusion, as I have said, prior to this time, to the Sword in 
any Town Uecord I have seen ; and it can hardly have happened that if at 
the time of this occurrence the Mayor's Sword existed and was borne 
before or after him, the Bishop should have troubled himself about the less 
important symbol of authority, the mace. 

It is just ten years after this time I get some allusion to the Sword. It 
occurs in a small parchment roll entitled " B/oU of Defaults of the Guild- 
hall in the time of Thomas de Couteshale, Mayor, 11th Bichard II.," among 
the memoranda of which is one that " William Erl (who was one of the 
Chamberlains) received the silver zone of a ' certain sword ' and the 
silver of a mace to be new made, and the same has been delivered to 
William Spicer to sell.'' And in a rough note of Mayor's memoranda of 
the same date is an enquiry " about the zone late belonging to the Sword 
of the Mayor, whether it ought to be sold^ and when and by whom." No 
answers to these questions are to be found ; buJt in the Chamberlain's 
accounts for the 12th and 13th B/ichard II. occurs a payment of " 2s. 5d. for 
a scabbard to the Sword of the Mayor with goldsmith's work for the same." 

So that at that time the Sword was in existence and in use, and must 
have been so for some years. Whether this was the one now in use it is 
dif&cult to say. But I should add a few words about the evidence famished 
by the weapon itself. 

Upon the blade are still to be discerned traces of two marks on each side 
which all appear to have been exactly alike ; two have been less defaced by 
scrubbing than the others, and the form of them can be clearly made out. 
An indent about an inch in length is crossed at each end by another of a 
quarter of an inch long, the lower cross so formed being enclosed in an 
indented circle, presenting therefore the appearance of a ball and cross, the 
shaft of the latter elongated. 



The best living authority on arms and armour tells me that the existence 
of a Sword-mark is against this weapon being anything like so ancient as 
the time of King John ; and I have since found on a seal to a deed exe- 
cuted in the 13th Henry IV. the very same mark. The deed is executed 
by a great many of the burgesses of Lynn, and if they executed in regular 
order, this, as being the last seal of the deed, was affixed by John Cressing- 
ham, the last party to it ; but here again I am at fault, for this John 
Cressingham was a skinner and not a cutler ; and many of the seals are 
clearly not those of the parties themselves, but of other people. Still 
among the immense number of seals in the Muniment B/Oom a better 
impression of this seal may be found, and the inscription, illegible on this 
impression, may reveal to whom this mark belonged. 

Although, therefore, I have not entirely cleared up the mystery of the 
Sword, I have made some addition to what was previously known on the 
subject, and may have possibly paved the way for a complete solution of it. 

In a manuscript formerly belonging to the Thoresby family, which I was 
permitted to see by the present owner, Mr. Wigg, there is a tale related of 
B/ichard Stonham, Mayor in 1617, having a " Sword " presented to him in 
his mayoralty, '^ being the snout of a great fish taken in the sea near the 
port," on which the following distich was made : — 

'' De terra atque man duplex tibi traditur ensis 
Dat tibi^ jura solo^ jura saleque dare.'' 

'' From land and sea thou hast a sword obtained 
To rule them both as farre as Lynn hath gained.'' 

I add another distich from the same volume : — 



Lenna tenes cuppam gladiumque a Bege Johanni 
Flures quam gladio sed periere cupa." 

Lynn King John's cup with sack and sugar filled 
More than hifl sword hath in their feasting killed.^ 



The date of this volume is about 1647. 

The large number of early paper documents in the B/Ccord B/Oom led me 
to hope that some assistance might be obtained from them in investigating 
the source of the early supply of paper in England. It has been supposed 
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that all paper of an early date used in England was of foreign make, and 
that Sir John Spielman, a German, established the first paper mill in Eng- 
land, at Dartford, in 1588, for which he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth, 
and also had from her a license for the exclusive collection of rags, &c., for 
ten years ; but Mr. Herring, a late writer on the subject, denies that he 
was the first manufacturer in England, and offers very conclusive evidence 
against his being so. " The earliest trace," he says, " of the manufacture 
in this country is in a book printed by Caxton in 1490, in which it is said 
of one John Tate : — 

'' Which late hath in Englond dec make thys paper thynne 
That now in onr Englysh thys booke is prynted jn" 

His mill was near Stevenage, in Hertfordshire ; and in the Household Book 
of Henry VII., May, 1498, is : " For a reward given at the paper mylne, 
16s. 8d." And again, in 1499 : " Given in reward to Tate at the myhie, 
6s. 8d." Such evidence as this is unquestionable. 

It therefore becomes desirable to collect all available evidence to deter- 
mine the interesting fact of the existence of paper actually made in this 
country. One means of ascertaming where the paper was made must be 
by the marks, — ^water marks as they are erroneously called, for water has 
nothing to do with their formation ; they were made by means of a wire 
pattern placed on the centre of the wirework on which the paper was 
placed. 

The evidence of the marks does not, however, extend back to the first 
use of paper. The Red Kegister, one of the earliest of paper books, com- 
menced in 1309, has no mark at all ; and a Custom Book of Bordeaux, of 
the date of 1302, which Mr. Hunter mentions as the earliest paper he was 
acquainted with, and which very much resembles that of the Bed Begister, 
has likewise no mark. 

But little has yet been done towards making a complete collection of 
existing early marks in this country. One collection of marks was pub- 
lished years ago by Mr. Denne, in the 12th volume of the Archseologia, 
but the greater proportion of these are of the 16th and 17th centuries. 
Another small but very valuable collection was published a few years ago 
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in the 37th volume of the Arch8Bologia» by the late Mr. Hunter. There 
are, again, a few plates in each of the five volumes of the Paston Letters, 
but these have been so badly copied as to be almost useless. A few years 
ago a very large collection was made by Mr. Leigh Sotheby, which, had he 
been spared, would have been extended back to their commencement. 
Only the early printed books were illustrated in the 3rd volume of his 
Principia Typographia. 

Of these, the Paper by the late Mr. Hunter deals most with the particu- 
lar object I have named — our source of supply in early times, and his 
examples were &om manuscripts. 

The earliest marks he had seen were two in the Household Book of 
some person of distinction, about 1370, and they are the same marks 
as those from the Lynn books which I have numbered 1 and 3, No. 1 
consisting of a long line crossed at top and bottom by two short 
lines so as to resemble a star at each end, and midway on each side 
of the line is a small circle ; the other mark is a bow with an arrow 
in ft. The first is in a loose sheet entitled " Acts of the Community,** 
dated 46th Edward III.; and the B;ed Book of Colchester, the first 
entries in which are of the 47th Edward III., has the very same 
mark. The date of the Chamberlain's accounts written on the paper 
with the mark No. 3 is the 1st Bichard II. No. 2 very nearly resembles 
an example given by Mr. Hunter from a Bailiff's account of the 
Manor of Middleton, Kent, dated 1380; the long line which extends 
beyond the two circles being, howerer, terminated with a cross, which 
is wanting in this specimen. This is in the same account as No. 3. 
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 13 occur in Leigh Sotheby's examples from German 
documents of about the same dates; but only 8 and 14 occur among 
the Paston Letters ; and 19 is to be found in the early books printed 
by Caxton. No. 20 is an early example of the Pot of which Mr. 
Denne has engraved a large number of specimens, ranging from 1604 to 
1663 ; but all his examples have initials, C.H., P.O., D.C., &c., on the 
body of the vessel. Of the very remarkable and curious examples 6, 10, 12 
and 15, I have been able to meet with no published examples at all resem- 
bling them, except in the case of 6, " the Rearing Stag," of which Mr. 
2 
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Sotheby has a specimen, but with the head lowered. No. 15 is a particu- 
larly good mark.^ 

The immense trade of Lynn with the Low Countries naturally leads to 
the impression that much of the supply of paper came from thence, and I 
am surprised not to have found more like the Lynn marks among those 
collected from thence by Mr. Sotheby. It is possible that much came 
from Bordeaux and other ports whence the large supply of wine came. It 
is also strange that but two of the marks should be found among the num- 
ber supplied by the Paston Letters. It is just possible, therefore, that 
some day we may be able to allot some of the unappropriated marks to an 
English manufactory. 

I now proceed to notice the Documents in the order they stand in the 
Repertory. 

THE CHARTERS. 

Of these, the Charters take the first place, as being the basis on which 
most of the rights and liberties of the borough rest ; but there is little' to 
call for remark here. They form an unbroken series from King John to 
Charles II. That of James II. has disappeared, and was in all probability 
destroyed at the Revolution, when the Corporation resumed their rights 
under the older charters. It certainly once existed here, for on the 9th of 
June, 1684, in was read " in open Hall." ^ 

It is probable the continued litigation in which the Corporation were 
engaged almost from the very first caused their preservation to be very 

^ Two earlier marks than those mentioned aboye hare come to my knowledge since this report was made. They 
are among the accounts of the Abbots of Ramsey, 84 £dward III., in the collection of £. H. Fellowes, Esq., M.P., 
of Ramsey Abbey and Haverlaod Hall. One is a Cock, the other a Pear between two Leaves. 

' Although a note of the contents of SO Royal Charters would occupy too much space, a short notice of their effect 
may be of interest. The first in the Repertory, that of the 6th John, makes Lynn a Borough, at the request of Bishop 
John de Grey, to be regulated according to the custom of Oxford, the rights of the Bishops and of the Earl of Arundd i 

and his heirs being saved. Succeeding charters confirm this, adding little until the time of Henry VIII. In the I6th 
Henry VIII. the Borough, by a new charter, is emancipated from the Bishop, and has a Corporation provided after the 
fashion of those days, with many new powers and duties ; and in the 29th year another charter changes Bishop's Lynn 
to King's Lynn, still further enlarges and improves the previous grant, and includes the Bishop's tolls and other rights 
and possessions. The charter of the 2nd £dward VI. conferred the Guild Lands on the Corporation ; the 4th and 5th 
Philip and Mary annexed South Lvnn ; and the 2nd James I. gave Admiralty rights. Subsequent charters did little 
else than modernise the offices, modes of election, &c. The confusion produced by the indefinite character of King 
John's charter will be frequently seen in subsequent passages in the Report. Disputes between the burgesses about 
the mode of election had to be referred to Oxford for decision. Quarrels were continually occurring with the Bishop, 
either about his tolls, about his title to interfere in their elections, or about the neglect of his duties in repairing ' 

wharves and staithes. Still more violent were the disputes with the Earl's representatives ; that with Montalt, which 
will be referred to hereafter, being a memorable example. 
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sharply looked after. They are generally very fair specimens of the law hand 
of the period, but have not any very expensive adornments ; the earlier 
ones are particularly plain. The letter H of the charter of Henry VI. is a 
very good specimen of an ornamental letter in pen and ink ; a fac-simile of 
it will be found at the beginning of this report. 

The Seals have suflfered much from the frequent travels of these docu- 
ments. That of King John is entirely gone ; the charter has only the 
silken cords left to which it was attached. 

The Letters Patent 6th Henry VI. for " erecting a steelyard " at Lynn 
shews that the Hanse merchants were then assembling there in consider- 
able numbers. The origin of the name is obscure ; but it is stated that the 
first Exchange or Guildhall of the German merchants in London was made 
on the site of a yard previously used for the sale of steel ; and the London 
Exchange being called from this circumstance the Steelyard, similar 
privileged places of concourse, when founded at other ports, were thence 
caUed Steelyards ; and I can suggest no more satisfactory explanation. 
The position of this at Lynn is not indicated in the patent, nor is it noticed 
elsewhere. 

The Letters Patent of the 13th Edward IV. is an instance of an effort to 
do away with the Bishop's exclusive rights to Leet and Hustings, which 
shared the same fate as other attempts made by the Corporation, to which 
I shall have occasion to allude hereafter. 

The Mart Act of the 1st Elizabeth recals the fact that so uncertain were 
the benefits supposed to be likely to accrue from the establishment of a 
mart, that in the 1st and 2nd Philip and Mary a resolution of the Hall 
passed that " for and upon divers good and reasonable considerations it 
" cannot be profitable for this town to have any mart here, and therefore 
" that no suit be made therein." 

DEEDS AND WRITINGS. 

1. As TO Rights and Privileges. 

The Deeds and Writings as to the Rights and Privileges of the Corpora- 
tion represent a very considerable amount of litigation on account of them, 
but nevertheless give a very faint idea of the costly battles which have 
been fought to maintain them. 
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The first Document in the list, dated 26th Edward III., confirming the 
right of the Burgesses to elect a Mayor, on condition that he he presented 
at Gaywood three days after to the Bishop or his Steward for confirmation, 
represents one of the numerous contests with the Bishop on that particular 
suhject. More will he seen in the Guildhall EoUs and Hall Books. 

A later Deed of the 7th Henry IV., a Composition or Agreement between 
the Bishop and the Burgesses of Lynn, is made ostensibly for the mutual 
advantage of both parties, but by it the Bishop appears to have secured 
or endeavoured to secure, through the discords raging among the Bur- 
gesses, every possible claim that he or his predecessors had ever made. 

Then follow three Deeds connected with this controversy between the 
townsmen. The first bears the seals of sixty-one and the second of twenty- 
six persons, and the third of twelve out of eighteen persons appointed by 
the second Deed to arrange matters. A still later Document relates to the 
same disputes, dated 8th Henry Y., an Award by the Bishop on the matters 
submitted to him, principally as to the mode of electing the Mayor, and is 
the formal instrument giving effect to his judgment which had been pre- 
viously communicated to the Mayor a few months before, to which refer- 
ence is made at a stormy meeting I shall have occasion to notice when I 
come to speak of the Guildhall Rolls. 

There is also the Arbitration on the Stourbridge Tolls dispute with Cam- 
bridge, 5th Edward YI. ; that with Boston, also about tolls, 13th Elizabeth ; 
that with Newcastle on Tyne, 7th James I., which has a curious seal of the 
" Hostmen " of that place ; and there is the first shot fired by the Admiralty 
in 1575, which led eventually to the Admiralty Charter of 2nd James I. 

There is also the record of one abortive attempt to establish a new indus- 
trial pursuit, — a covenant with Frances Gumey and others, in 1622, for 
establishing works for spinning worstead in Lynn. 

Another Document is worthy of notice for its size and the handsome 
manner in which it is got up. It is a very long vellum Roll of the 29th 
Elizabeth, containing no less than 51 orders or regulations for the preser- 
vation of fish in the river and haven of Lynn, and 12 orders for regulating 
the Tolbooth Court. The Charter of 16th Henry YIIL made the Cor- 
poration Surveyors of the Water and Inspectors of Fishermen from Staple 
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Wear to St. Edmund's Ness, and they appear to have been anxious about 
this time to establish a sort of claim for Admiralty rights by shewing their 
energy in the maintenance of order upon the water. 

DEEDS AND WRITINGS. 
2. As TO OoapOKATB Pbopbrty in Lynn, South Lynn, &o. 

The first Deed upon the Repertory relating to Corporation Property is an 
instance of the way in which a Corporation sometimes gets inyolved in a 
law sidt. This Document is the final conclusion of one with the Bishop, 
which had lasted for several years. 

It recites that in the time of the Lord Ralph [1289 to 1299] the Mayor 
and community cut a sluice through land of the Bishop on the north side 
of the town without his license, and that the Bishop afterwards recovered 
the land by Assize of Novel Disseisin. However, the new Bishop, John 
Salmon, in 1308, was willing to let bygones be bygones, and by this Deed 
granted them the easement of this sluice for a rent of 12d. per annum, the 
Mayor and Conmiunity binding themselves and the tenements and quay 
and shops upon " HowardishU," to distrain thereon if rent unpaid, the 
Bishop to have power, on such default of payment of rent, to draw out the 
bars of such sluice ; and in case of damage by inundation, such damage to 
be ascertained by five trustworthy persons, two to be appointed by each 
party and the other jointly, and the amount of such damage to be paid by 
the Mayor and community, or to be recoverable in the same way as the 
rent. 

The Ancient Deeds are very numerous. They relate to property now or 
formerly belonging to the Corporation, and to Quit Rents reserved out of 
tenements in the town, of which the Corporation is now or has at some 
time or other been possessed. Not only do they furnish information as to 
the early title to these tenements and rents, but they supply a mass of 
evidence about the streets, lanes, fleets, &c., about the former owners and 
occupiers, and also, by means of the seals, a large number of the marks 
formerly in use by merchants, of which I have selected a few, whUe from the 
seals themselves a very good idea may be formed of the art of engraving 
them at diflferent periods. 
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Now and then B/Oman gems are met with in mediaeval settings. One of 
the monograms, that of Henry Notyngham, 1428, is particularly good ; 
and there is a seal which should be engraved as a splendid specimen of a 
rebus, a " falcon and bridge," beautifully cut. 

In the 7th B/ichard II., Margaret, relict of Hugh Folcard, and others, 
conveyed the second house east from Briggate, opposite St. Margaret's 
church, to no less a person than John, King of Castillo ; the comer house, 
afterwards Coney's, being then of " John Waryn." Of this comer house, 
the names of the owners for centuries may be obtained from these Deeds. 

In a Conveyance of the 14th Edward III., Queen Isabella, the 
^^ prisoner" of Bising, appears as a feoffee of lands for the use of the 
Grey Friars. 

The changes in the names of streets and fleets (not, as some persons 
suppose, a modem fancy) render identification sometimes rather difficult 
until a thoroughly intimate acquaintance with these Deeds is obtained. 
The Mill fleet was in the earliest Deeds Sunnolf 's fleet ; in Edward IIL's 
time it was sometimes Swagg's mill fleet ; and in Henry VI.'s days, the 
Mayor's fleet. Tower street was at one time Baxter's or Baker's row ; 
before that it was Fynne's lane. Broad street was Webster row, but still 
earlier Colville's fleet. Butcher row was at one time Bulwer row ; Leeds 
street, Skinner's row ; Nelson street. Lathe street. 

In the 39th Edward III., Thomas Beaupr6, of Outwell, Knight, conveyed 
to Richard Bede, senior, and Bobert Rightwise, in February, and the latter, 
in March, to the Mayor and Burgesses, a piece of land on which meat was 
sold, lying in length between the stile by which the church of St. Margaret 
was entered, at a certain chapel of the Blessed Mary called " Gyssyne " to 
the east, and another stile next the conduit which leads to the same church 
west, and in breadth between the walls of the same cemetery south and 
the king's way north. In the Conveyance to the Mayor and Burgesses 
there is greater precision in the description ; the second stUe is stated to be 
next the conduit and leading to the church by the chief door of the same 
church, namely, on the north part of the same, towards the west ; and the 
piece of land contains in length between the two stiles aforesaid, 68 feet, 
and between the king's way and the cemetery wall, 9 feet. This strip 
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of land must have been opposite Coney's and Eolkard's houses, and between 
them and the church must have been the road, the meat market, the 
churchyard, and the chapel. 

In the Chamberlain's Accounts of the 36th and 36th Henry VI., and 
6th and 6th Edward IV., are payments for a light before the " Gesyne," 
and for spars to carry it in the Corpus Christi procession. I conclude it 
was a representation of the Birth of our Lord. Ducange has two notes 
from ancient inventories of the church of Nimeguen, dated 1419, " Chalice 
for the Chapel of the Gesine of our Lady," also " For the images of God 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary His Mother a le Gesine." * 

Of this chapel I know of no other account than what is furnished by the 
above Deeds and the extracts from the Chamberlain's Accounts which will 
be found under that head. 

Of the history of Merchants' Marks very little is known. The late Mr. 
Ewing, of Norwich, made a very large collection of Norwich marks, which 
he published in the 3rd volume of "Norfolk Archaeology," in the 4th volume 
of which I published a few I collected from the Records of Great Yarmouth. 
They were most probably used to mark the bales, casks and chests of the 
merchants, who frequently used them in place of signature. I remember 
making a note of one on a woolpack from a picture in the cathedral of 
Mechlin, dated 1490. 

I 



1 
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Although clearly of the same class, it is entirely unlike any of our 
English marks. 

Mr. Ewing's opinion was that these marks were undoubtedly hereditary, 
and that in some cases the various branches of a family retained the same 
mark, but with a slight difference to prevent mistakes, of which he gives 
instances. The marks of the Thoresby family, of Lynn, seem a confirma- 
tion of this idea. 

' In the Will of John Dauntsey, senr., 16th May, 1483, he directs his body to be buried ** in the church of St. 
James, Trowbridge, in a certain chapel of Hie Blessed Virgin Mary there, called Our Lady of Gesion.*' — Frerog, Court 
»f Canty. ^ Segr. Logge^ fo. 66. 
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I could have doubled the number of examples, but they require a great 
deal of care and examination. It does not always follow that the seal used 
to a Deed is a man's own ; frequently the first that comes to hand is made 
use of ; and I have preferred to include none that I have not taken some 
pains to identify. 

In the 2nd Richard II., the Community bound themselves to celebrate 
the anniversary of John Burghard, in the choir of St. Margaret's church, 
in the Peast of the Assumption of the Virgin, for ever, and of Alice his 
wife and Margaret his daughter, sometime the wife of Thomas de 
Kenynghale. The ordinance for this is in the B/cd Register, but the 
grant by the executors of Margaret the wife of Thomas de Kenynghall and 
daughter of John Burghard is with these Deeds. From it we learn that 
Thomas de Kenynghale, GeoflFrey Tolbooth, Thomas Drewe, and Walter 
de Walsoken, executors of the same Margaret, granted to Thomas de 
Bolekesham, and fifteen others, a messuage and four shops in Stongate, 
one opposite St. Margaret's church next Folkard's, three on the west side 
of Briggate, five shops in Mor lane, one tenement in Grassmarket, one in 
Dampgate at the comer of Pakker's lane, twenty shops in Pakker's lane, 
two messuages in Webster row, two next Purfleet, and one in Burghard's 
lane, together with 63s. 4d. annual rents from tenements in Stongate, 
Skinner's row, Briggate, Purfleet, Mercer's row. Rotten row, and Damp- 
gate. It is remarkable that of some at least of these tenements and 
rents the only Title Deed is one dated so long ago as the 2nd year of 
Richard II. 

DEEDS AND WRITINGS. 
3. ToLLBooTH, Dues and Tolls. 

The Tolbooth Documents carry us back to very early times. Among 
the possessions of the Earls of Arundel were the whole Hundred of Smith- 
don and the Tolbooth and " Mysteries " of Lynn. 

At the time of the first document these were still in the Arundels. 
The " Composicio Lenne," as it is called, was made at Eccles, between 
William de Raleigh, Bishop of Norwich, and Hugh D'Albini, Earl 
of Arundel, on Wednesday in the week of Easter, in Bishop Raleigh's 
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fourth year, at Eccles, where the Bishop then resided. This was on the 
15th of April, and on the 7th of May following Hugh D'Alhini died child- 
less, and his great possessions were divided between four coheirs. 

This document, though couched in English of so early a date, is by no 
means difficult to read. It gives a very good idea of the relative rights 
of the Earl and the Bishop in the town of Lynn. It is attested by 
Sir Hugh Bigot, John de Ingaldesthorpe, Alured de Sutton, WiUiam 
Rustenge, Fiers de Bagele, John de Dokkyng, and ''many others." 
I am not aware that the original is in existence. I should think not, 
unless, as it was probably executed in duplicate, the Bishop's duplicate 
may be in the muniment room of the church at Norwich. The copy 
here, which I have recently found, is a very early one on parchment, 
but unfortunately the opening clause is torn off it. I think this copy 
must have been the one made in the 47th and 48th Edward III., referred 
to in the Chamberlain's Accounts, "Paid 12d. to Peter de Rollesby 
for transcript of the Composition between the Bishop and the Lords of the 
Tolbooth, as now entered in the Missal of the church of Kising, when 
Thomas Morton was in London." 

It is a remarkable fact that a Deed should for greater security be trans- 
scribed into a church Missal. That this is the copy so made seems in some 
sort confirmed by the appearance of red and blue colour still very apparent 
on this transcript, as if the transcriber had rubbed the parchment upon 
some of the illuminated letters in the Missal while engaged in his 
task. I had observed these traces of colour when I found the EoU, 
and was quite at a loss to account for the appearance it presented until the 
entry in the Chamberlain's Account came before me. 

One clause in it relates to what are called ^^ the lands of Susanna at 
Wytton," about which I shall have to say a word when I come to speak of 
the Record of Henry VII.'s visit in the Hall Books. These appear to have 
been lands at Wootton over which there was a right for the tenants of both 
Earl and Bishop to pasture their cattle from Michaelmas to St. Martin, 
after the com was cut.* 

* Dttcange g:iTes examples of " Susana Terra" and " SusBeina Terra," of the former from the Chronicle of William 
Thorn, and of the latter from Doomsday Book. The first occurs in an enumeration of the lands of a manor in Sent, 
helonging to St. Augustine's, Canterhar^ : "Arahle land 667| acres — Total with terra Susana, 2149 acres," &c. The 
second is from the records of the possessions of St. Paul's, London, in Barkin?, Essex : " And they feed in the marsh 
and terris Susseinis." If these were waste or fallow lands, it is difficult to understand the ahoTe restriction, ** after 
the com was cut." 
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Another place where a joint right of common existed was in the pasture 
called Byflete. 

The *' Bridge of St. Margaret " is mentioned as adjacent to the Tolbooth. 

Suit was to be done by the Earl for a house he had purchased in the 
town of Lynn. This was, I suppose, the house mentioned in a Sunrey as 
afterwards belonging to Montalt. 

As to Fleas of Strangers, an addition appears to have been made at the 
time of execution. Strangers, it had been explained, were those who dwelt 
in the town less than a year and a day ; the addition made was " that 
what time they come if they toed a unfe and afterward go out and there 
dwell again they shall not be cleped strangers." 

The List of Customs payable is a curious specimen of English. I have 
only noted one entry for extract, viz.: " For every bear bought and led out 
of the franchise 40d.," but an ape was admitted free of toll. 

Among these Doctunents are twenty Acquittances of Robert de Montalt, 
who succeeded to a portion of the Earl's possessions, a part of the Tolbooth 
among them. They all relate to the large damages recovered by Montalt 
against the Corporation for an assault on him and his officers and an effort 
made by them to oust him from his right to the Tolbooth. These 
Acquittances begin in the 7th Edward II., and the last is in the 18th year. 
All are on parchment ; and many of them still have his seal, bearing a lion 
rampant on a shield. There is also with them a letter on parchment in 
Norman-French, addressed to the Mayor of Lynn, in the 9th year, request- 
ing in very courteous terms the immediate payment of arrears. 

A large mass of Documents relating to the Tolbooth Suit have been 
bound together in two volumes, but none call for special notice here. 
The money expended about contests in this matter at various times would 
form a prince's ransom. 

DEEDS AND WRITINGS. 

4. The Ferry Biohts. 

The Ferry Bight Papers are in a box by themselves, and among them 
are some very ancient Deeds of Conveyance of these rights. The earliest 
is of the 14th Edward I., and is in the same form as a conveyance of land, 
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the " premises '* being described as " one carrying boat for the passage of 
the water of Lynn called Ferye, with all the liberty or right pertaining to 
same boat." Another Deed releases the dower of a married woman in one 
of the boats. Another conveys the hereditary right of a female in one 
which her father acquired in marriage with her mother. 

The two lines on which these boats ran were from Purfleet in Lynn to 
Purfleet in West Lynn and back, and from the Common Staith to Gowgate 
and back ; and what appears to me very remarkable is that the same rights 
attached to boats of different owners between the same points ; thus there 
were two separate rights from Purfleet to West Lynn, and two from the 
Common Staith to Cowgate. 

DEEDS AND WRITINGS. 
6. The Geammak School. 

The Grammar School at Lynn was established shortly after the Kefor- 
mation by the Corporation of the borough. Prior to that time the master 
of the chamel had to instruct boys for the choir of St. Margaret's church 
in "song," and early in the 16th century in " grammar" too. 

Shortly before the Reformation, a Mr. Thomas Thoresby, a merchant of 
Lynn, devised a few small pieces of pasture to augment the master's stipend 
on condition that six boys should be instructed in " grammar and song," 
prayiQg and singing every day at his tomb in St. Margaret's church. 
Tears elapsed before this was carried out by the conveyance of the land to 
the Corporation by his heir, the conditions of the will being a little altered, 
but a similar superstitious use attached. The annual value of the land thus 
made over to the Corporation cannot have amounted to more than £3. 

The first actual institution of a Grammar School appears to have been 
in the 4th Edward VI., when one Mr. Backster was appointed Grammar 
School master of the town at a salary of £10 a year, to teach the children 
of the toum " frank and free." This stipend was from time to time in- 
creased ; and in the 3rd of Elizabeth an usher was appointed, his salary 
being £6 13r. 4d. from the Corporation and sixpence from the parents of 
each scholar. At that time the salary of the master was £13 6s. 8d., and 
he had a house rent free. 
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Mr. Backster was appointed the '^ Grammar School master/' but the 
original statutes of the school are not to be found. 

Among the School Papers in the Eecord Eoom is one to which I think 
too little consideration has been given. It is a copy made in the early 
part of the last century of the Statutes confirmed by the Bishop in 1662. 
A perusal of them would bring instant conviction that these Statutes were 
framed long before 1662, even if the title did not acquaint us with the fact. 
They are the " Ancient Statutes " of the school, and though they bear 
internal evidence of not being entirely the Original Statutes, I have a 
strong conviction that all, with the exception of some of the books to be 
studied (which may be as late as the beginning of James's reign), are at 
least as early as the time of the appointment of the usher. 

With this conviction, I think it right to place before you a translation of 
these "Ancient Statutes,'* which, taken in connection with the entries in 
the Hall Books, will furnish a very good idea of tohat the school uxm 
intended to be^ merely stating that a Grammar School was distinguished by 
two essentials : first that the education in it should be strictly classical^ and 
that it should be free ; wanting either of these, it ceases to be a Grammar 
School.'^ 

ANCIENT RULES OF THIS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
In thb Year 1662 again Confirmed. 

Of Piety. 

1. Let all the scholars at half-past six in the morning, with bended 
knees and the rest of the body devoutly disposed, offer prayers to God. 
Let them do the same at five in the evening. 

2. Let the Master admonish those who come not before prayers or 

■ ■ ■ - ■ ii . 

* There is a transcript of the Ancient Statutes of the Bury St. Edmund's School among the Lansdowne MSB. in 
the British Museum. They have no note of confirmation by the Bishop, but the Letters Patent of Edward VI. autho- 
rise the GoTernors to make statutes ** with the consent of the Bishop/' and it may turn out to have been the same at 
I^ynn. The Bury statutes amount to 62, and are believed to be of the date of the foundation — 1650. Many are pre- 
cisely the same as these of Lynn, but the particular Books selected for study are entirely Latin, and it is stated in 
some observations upon them by the present Head Master, that Qteek Books were first supplied in the amended statutes 
of 1583. They do, however, direct some study of Greek, for the 18th statute is : " Let them learn how to read and 
write elsewhere. Our masters shall teach nothing but the rules of Grammar and the Greek and Latin tongues." By 
the 15th nnd 16th the number of scholars is limited to lOO, the sons of poor men having the precedence. — The refer- 
ence U: Lansdowne M88. 119, Pi. LXXIII. A. 
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behave themselves irreverently durmg prayers, but let him do it with 
pious moderation. 

3. Let those who are present at ehurch on feast days and other ap- 
pointed times in their seats for public prayers hear attentively and devoutly 
sermons and whatever lessons may be read from scripture. 

4. Let those who in church behave themselves immodestly or irreverently 
be punished for such offence. 

5. Let them learn the Articles of Faith, the Decalogue, the Lord's 
Prayer, and other things profitable for the faith of a Christian, as well in 
English as Latin ; and let the Masters instruct them upon some of these 
every Saturday afternoon. 

6. Let those who are sufficiently apt at learning and of a proper age 
prepare Declamations in writing, and let them be shown to the Master, 
and let him correct any faults, and let the best of them be delivered. 

Of Letters. 

7. Let the whole school be divided into six classes and forms, the Master 
moderator to the three first, and the Usher to the rest. 

8. Let those who are in the first class (and seem to be fit) learn from 
the Master the elements of Hebrew, Homer, Sophocles, Select Orations of 
Demosthenes and Cicero, JEneids of Virgil or the Poems of Claudian, the 
History of Sallust, Q. Curtius, Suetonius on the Twelve Caesars, the Epitome 
of L. Plorus, and Sleidain's little book on the Pour Greatest Empires ; and 
let the Master every Saturday instruct them from Nonnus's Paraphrase of 
St. John's Gospel. 

9. The next class, Cicero's Offices, Caesar's Commentaries, Justinian, 
Hesiod, Theognis, the Poems of Horace, Xenophon on Cyrus, and some of 
the Orations of Socrates, and every Saturday the Greek Testament and 
Apollinarius's version of David's Psalms rendered into verse for the use of 
the primitive church and scholars when Julian the Apostate interdicted the 
poets and heathen authors to Christian children ; and let the Master 
explain Tale's Rhetoric to those who are competent. 

10. To the third class, Cicero "de Senectute et Amiciti&," the chaster 
comedies of Plautus and Terence, Virgil's Gteorgics, Ovid's " De Tristibus 
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et Fonto/' Prudentius, Paulinus, the rudiments of the Greek language, 
and let them be exercised diligently in the difference of dialects. 

11. Let the fourth form translate the Colloquies of Erasmus, iBsop's 
Eables, the Select Epistles of Cicero, and Virgil's Eclogues. 

12. Let the fifth class diligently study the Distiches of Cato, Mandnius 
on the Virtues, the Colloquies of Corderius, together with Lilly's Rules 
of Grammar. 

13. Let the boys of the last form be studiously exercised in committing 
to memory the first rules of grammar. 

Op Mannbks. 

14. Let him who either in church or in public does not conduct himself 
modestly be punished. 

15. Let all brawling, fighting, noise, pilfering, obscenity and oaths be 
punished. 

16. In the streets, where magistrates, men of years or of notability may 
be, let the head be uncovered and the way given them, and let the master 
reprove those who neglect to do so. 

17. Let no one come to school with uncombed head, face and hands 
unwashed, dirty shoes and torn hose, or slovenly dress. 

18. Let all scholars entirely abstain from cards, dice and drink. Let 
all barbarous writers and obscene poets, whereby morals or the purity of 
the Latin language may be corrupted, be prohibited. 

Of Grdeb. 

19. Let the masters be pious and good men, diligently teaching the 
school. Let them inculcate piety and good manners with learning. Let 
them neither undertake public business nor private employments which 
may impede their diligence in instruction. Let them not condemn with 
too much asperity nor change to clemency with too great facility. Let 
them demand no greater stipend than shall be publicly fixed by the 
governors. If anything, however, by way of remuneration be voluntarily 
bestowed, let them accept it without deceit. Let rich and poor have the 
same consideration ; let it be exhibited in teaching and everything else 
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without distinction. Let them never be absent without having good and 
sufficient deputies substituted for them who understand and regard the 
teacher's office. 

20. Let the usher come to the school at six in the morning, and let 
him diligently employ himself in teaching till eleven. 

21. Let the master be there at seven, and not depart till half-past ten. 
Let both return again at one, and spend the time till five in instructing, 
reading to, and forming the manners of the boys. 

22. Let the pupils all come at six, and at one from dinner ; and let 
them go to dinner at eleven and to supper at five. 

23. Let all who are ignorant of reading and writing be excluded from 
this school. 

24. Let ink, paper, knives, and school books, and also paper books for 
writing what shaU be ordered by the master, be furnished. 

25. Let not those who are being instructed in the first elements of 
grammar be giddily confused and like parrots without understanding; 
but let them say their lesson in an agreeable tone and with apt and just 
modulation. 

26. Let the masters arrange the course of study neither all at once nor 
confusedly, but leisurely, illustrating extensively with examples. Let 
them never go on to new lessons unless the former are known and fully 
understood. For it is not important how quickly, but how well ; nor does 
it profit to read many things, but much. 

27. Let every one leave this school after six years, either for the 
university for further study or for other business. 

28. Let the loiterer, the dull, the idle, the blockhead, and those who 
are slow in capacity and too little apt at learning, after three years, when 
the master has with certainty ascertained their capacity and disposition, be 
sent by the governors from the school to other business for which they 
are fit. 

29. Let the masters appoint monitors for all noticeable offences com- 
mitted publicly in church or street and privately in the school. Let the 
matter be inquired into in five days and the delinquents punished. 

30. Let any who were absent in the morning explain in the afternoon 
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to the master ; if in the afternoon, let the cause he explained the following 
morning. 

31. Four times or at least twice every year let the scholars he examined 
diligently, and let it he faithfully reported what progress has heen made hy 
those appointed hy the governors for the purpose. 

32. Eorasmuch as the powers as well of our minds as of our hodies are 
not only limited hut also weak, for relief thereof let the master give the 
scholars permission every Thursday afternoon after two for play and 
exercise ; nevertheless upon condition that the games are of a sort which 
have innocence comhined with enjoyment. 



There can he no douht from these statutes that this was intended 
to he a Grammar School, and to supply a want greatly felt after the 
dissolution of the monasteries, — a means of educating poor hoys so as to 
enable them to work their way into the learned professions, for which a 
classical education was then (as it is now) essential ; and it was exclusively 
for that purpose Grammar Schools were established. 

Here no boy was to he admitted till he could read and write. He was 
not to remain more than six years, when he was either to go to the univer- 
sity or to some business or profession. If a boy were idle or stupid, that 
school was no place for him ; hut he was afforded an ample trial of three 
years.^ When there, a regular course of Latin and Greek and the rudiments 
of Hebrew (and I imagine this and some of the Greek writers were the 
additions to the statutes of which I spoke) was to be gone through, and a 
proper attention to religion and morals enjoined. The masters were to he 
pious and good as well as learned men, and were to take no employment 
which should impede their diligence in directing the studies of the founda- 
tion scholars. If the wealthier classes chose to avail themselves of the 
opportunity of having their children instructed hy pious and learned men, 
there was nothing in these statutes to prevent it within reasonable limits ; 
but there was to be no invidious distinction ; " rich and poor " were to 
have from the masters "the same consideration." 



* The Bury statutes only allowed one year of trial. 
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When these statutes were lost sight of, no one seems to know ; but a late 
master who supplied the information about this school in '^Carlisle's 
Endowed Schools," in 1818, had certainly a knowledge of them, for he 
says : ** There is a copy extant of some ancient statutes, but they are not 
known to have been ever acted upon (I) The school is open to the sons 
of burgesses free of expense for the classics only. At present there are 
none on the foundation/' And this gentleman was content to receive his 
£63 per annum, and to hold a house ''fit to accommodate several boarders," 
for absolutely nothing. Nay more, he did the town the honour of allowing 
his own son to receive the small scholarships at the university intended 
for the reli^ of poor scholars. 

I am aware that there has been recently a good deal of discussion about 
the conduct of the school. Into this discussion it is not my purpose to 
enter. I have simply to point out the purport of the documents before me. 
How far it may be in the power of the Corporation to alter the character 
of the education at the school, or how tea it would be wise to do so, I leave 
to others. I have only to say that while it is a " Grammar School " it 
must afford a " classical education " " frank and free." 

THE GUILDS AND GUILDHALL. 

A considerable number of documents relating to the Guilds of Lynn have 
been preserved. 

A large mass of these relate to the Trinity Guild, but from none of them 
does the commencement of it appear ; that is lost in a remote antiquity. 
It was the Guild which appears to be granted by the charter of King John, 
but really only confirmed. Our early sovereigns had a happy knack of 
assunung to grant as a great privilege something which had existed in spite 
of them long before. In after years, however, the Guild always commemo- 
rated King John and Bishop Grey as their '* founders," as in a certain sense 
they were, placing the Guild upon the solid foundation of a Boyal charter. 
At the same time it will be noticed that their early meetings were " Morow- 
speches," of itself a significant proof of a far earlier origin. 

The existing documents of this Guild include Letters Patent by Klchard 

IL in his 16th year, enabling them to hold certain tenements, rents, and a 

4 
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ferry ; and Letters Patent incorporating it in the 19th year of Henry VI., 
under which they were enabled to hold lands of the value of £100 a year ; 
and Scales's mill and six acres of meadow in South Lynn were bought 
under the license given by that charter. 

But there is one much more ancient document than either of these, — a 
Bede Roll not later than the time of Edward L, the RoU of Brethren read 
over at their anniversaries, when prayers for the souls of departed brethren 
and sisters were oflfered up, headed : " These are the Brethren of the Mot- 
chants' Guild of Lynn deceased," — ^the same title, be it remarked, as given 
in King John's charter. 

The first on the Roll is Robert son of Sunolf, then Mayor, which proves 
it to be early in Edward I.*s reign ; possibly in one of the last years of 
Henry III., as his name appears to imdated deeds of that period, and 
never after the first five years of Edward I. 

There are fragments, too, of Morowspeche Rolls of the 14th to the 31st 
Edward I., chiefly recording admissions of brethren and the sale of mill- 
stones and gravestones, which formed at one time a very important source 
of revenue. There are few entries of interest except for genealogical pur- 
poses ; those admitted comprising probably all the men of note in the town. 
In the 15th year, 27s. 3d. appears to have been expended and allowed to 
the Treasurer of the Guild in his account for repairing the holes in the 
clocher and the roof of the Gxdldhall, carried away — ^not said how — but 
probably by the wind. 

There are some similar Rolls of Edward III.'s time, from the 2nd to the 
20th years, which contain a body of new laws in Norman French relating 
to their financial arrangements. 

A Memoranda Roll of the 8th Richard II., the Morowspeches being 
then called Assemblies, concludes this class of documents ; and there is a 
Terrier of the 4th Edward IV. which shews the Guild then held 126a. 3r. 
of land in South Lynn, Hardwick, Setch, &c. 

The Account Rolls are far from being a complete series, but commence 
with the 47th Edward III. and terminate with the 24th Henry VII. 

I looked over these Account RoUs with more care than would otherwise 
have been warranted, because this GuUd was so intimately connected with 
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the Corporation. The Alderman of it was always the leading man of the 
24 Jurats, next to the Mayor in importance ; and its funds were always at 
the service of the Corporation, and served to stop a gap on many a pressing 
emergency. At one time the income of the Guild was from £300 to £400 
a year (which represents at least from £3000 to £4000 of our money) ; hut 
it had fallen off considerably at the Reformation, when the Corporation 
became its personal representative by favour of the Crown ; and much of 
the Corporation property at the present day originally belonged to the 
Trinity Guild. 

Prominent in the town, in the centre of the Saturday Market place, 
stands the Guildhall, formerly the Hall of the Trinity Guild. Altered and 
mutilated as it has been, the Hall is worthy of much more care than it has 
lately received. Now, as heretofore, the exigencies of the moment are all 
that are thought of; doors are converted into windows, and walls broken 
down to effect alterations which in the course of a few years will be pro- 
nounced excessively inconvenient, and the work of mutilation recommence. 
It is really surprising, when we see what goes on from time to time, how 
much of the old building is left ; but the fact is, the principal walls are of 
so massive a kind as to make the work of mutilation a very serious affair. 
The Hall itself was originally a very handsome well proportioned room, 
but the cutting off some thirteen feet at the north end — which is now com- 
pleted by a miserable wooden partition — ^makes it really look shorter than 
it is. The Hall Eolls tell us that the Burgesses of Parliament stood up 
under the great north window of the Hall (which doubtless matched the 
existing noble south window) and recited the " Acts of the preceding Par- 
liament " to the burgesses assembled. Prom the first erection of it it was 
rented by the Corporation for their meetings. I saw the original north 
wall myself last summer thirteen feet into the Assembly Eoom, the floor 
being then up. No doubt when this was done an Assembly Room was 
wanted. It was the exigency of the moment ; and although there was 
room to extend it northward thirty feet, the massive wall of the Hall was 
plucked down, no doubt at great additional cost, to add thirteen feet at the 
south end of the room. 

I found in the Account Rolls most of the expenditure incurred in 
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building the present Hall. It appears to have been commenced after ihe 
Feast of the Holy Trinity, in the 9th year of Henry V., and was about two 
years in building. 

The earlier Guildhall stood on the same site, and it appears from the 
Guildhall Bx)lls that it was destroyed by fire, or at any rate much injured 
by it, on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1420-21. A Hall meeting held on 
the next day is recorded to have been held at the Chamel, and some 
recognizances which were wanted in the course of business were stated to 
have been destroyed in the fire on the Thursday when the Mall toas burfU^ 
''together with the messuage of Geffrey Cattley adjoining/' It is 
probable the whole building was not destroyed, for at a subsequent 
meeting some documents were produced by William Hallyate, licensed by 
the Mayor to enter the chamber adjoining the burnt Hall. Some or one 
of the adjoining rooms were made into a temporary Hall, for the Corpora- 
tion appears to have been back on the premises on the 25th March follow- 
ing, and to have continued there without interruption from the works 
going on, which, as I have said, commenced after the following Trinity 
Sunday. As the Accounts for that year are lost, I cannot say what outlay 
had been made previous to Trinity Simday for the temporary acconmxoda- 
tion of the Guild and their tenants. 

From the Accounts, I learn that the oak timber for the fine wooden roof 
(now in a great measure concealed by plaster and whitewash) was obtained 
from Bacton, in Suffolk; and William Kerrer, of Gastleacre, did the 
carving, some of which remains. 

The entrance to the Hall was by the present arched doorway on the 
west side ; the porch was an addition of Queen Elizabeth's days. The 
staircase built in 1422 ran from the street outside the building up to this 
doorway, and was covered by a sloping roof or pentice, as it is called in the 
accounts for the repair of it in the 3rd and 4th years of Edward lY • 

The great south window is a fine specimen of the architecture of the 
period, and has one remarkable feature which shews it was not intended 
for an ecclesiastical building, but for the purpose of public assembly or 
entertainment. I allude to the transom or horizontal line of stone work 
running across the window at a few feet from the base. The intention of 
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this was to give air when the animation of the debate, the crowded state of 
the hall, or the bounty of the repast, called for an extra supply of pure air. 
The upper part above the transom was glazed ; the space below it open, or 
closed with wooden shutters, some of the iron hooks or hinges of which 
still remain on the jamb of the window. 

On the ground floor beneath this window are two doors which led to 
vaults under the hall, which were let out as shops ; the cellar where the 
wine of the Guild was stored being in the vaults behind them. I am 
sorry it has appeared necessary to mutilate the original design by turning 
these doors into windows. A little display of talent in arrangement on a 
recent occasion might have restored these doorways to their original pur- 
pose; and with the original turrets at the angles carried up to their 
proper height, the south front would present much the same appearance 
as on its completion in the year 1422. 

Eine arras hangings once decorated the now bare interior walls, which 
remained as late as 1636, as in the Hall Book of that year, on the 3rd June, 
it is stated that *' This day James Tudor over and above the composition 
formerly promised him is given and paid five pounds for his good perform- 
ance in refreshing the ancient hangings of Trinity Hall." 

One piece of furniture in the Hall, which has now a very modem look, 
is the folding board of green cloth, very probably the successor of the 
ancient scrinium or chest of the treasury, which formerly stood at the 
north end of the Hall, and on which all the Corporation receipts and pay- 
ments were DMule. " On the scrinium,'* or " on the skreen,'' or " skrene," 
*' on the chest called the skrene,'' are the constant entries for centuries. 

But to return to the Trinity Guild Accounts. The receipts are for rents, 
admissions, and for the sale of millstones and gravestones ; some of the 
entries relating to the latter are noteworthy for giving the names of the 
purchasers and the size and price. Among admissions we meet with such 
entries as the following: "10 Henry V. 100s. received of Margaret 
Kyrketon for admission to special benefits of the Guild after her death. 
100s. from Margaret Martyn for her admission in her life." 

The other side of the account has the outlay for the purchase of mill- 
stones and gravestones ; the expenses of chapels and chaplains ; for alms. 
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repairs, and other expenses. The stipends of chaplains were generally as 
much as between £50 and £60 per annum. The alms, which generally 
included anchorites and hermits, comprised such items as the following :— 



the Anchorite of South Lynn 
little John with the broken back 
the Hermit of St. Nicholas church 
Thomas Hermit out South Gates 
Ann Whyote Hermit 
Anchorite All Saints South Lynn 
John Hermit St. Margarets 
Thomas ditto ditto 
John Hermit St. Nicholas 
Becluse of All Saints 



47 Edward III. ... 20s. Od. 


paid 


6s. 8d. 


i> 


6s. Od. 


» 


8 & 9 Eichard II. ... 6s. 8d. 


i> 


6s. Od. 


» 


20s. Od. 


n 


7 & 8 Fenry IV. ... Cs. 8d. 


» 


68. 8d. 


)i 


13s. 4d. 


>i 


lOs. Od. 


» 



The outlay on repairs includes not only those of houses, but also of 
churches and chapels. Among the latter the following are of some interest : 
12 & 13 Richard II. For a frontal to the chapel of St. Peter in the church 
of St. Margaret, 5s. 2d. ; and for iron for two riddells there (iron rods for 
curtains on each side altar), and for cloth of gold for divers ornaments to 
serve in the same chapel, 60s. ; and lis. lid. for silk for same, and for 
card and bokeram 3s. 2d., and 3s. for making; and 13s. for two new 
thuribles bought by divers Guilds ; 9d. for rushes in the feast of the Trinity 
and 78. for " garland '* the same day. This garland occurs in many of the 
accounts, but they afford no clue as to the composition or purpose of it. 

In the 17th and 18th of Henry VI. they paid for the cost of certain of 
the Guild riding with the Mayor to Norwich for the purchase of the table 
for the altar of the Holy Trinity in Saint Margaret's church, 41s. 8d. ; 
Thomas Paintour for providing table, 3s. 4d. (or procuring it) ; Thomas 
Smalewode in part payment for same table, 26s. 8d. In the same year 
they laid out a large simi of money in repairing the Trinity chapel in St. 
Margaret's church. Among other items are IBs. for painting, and 5s. 6d. 
for whitewashing ; for two pairs of gimmers for two doors of the almaries at 
the ends of the altar, 8d. ; and two pairs of gimmers for two doors of the 
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parclose (skreen or enclosure) of the chapel, 30d. ; and for maldng 47 iron 
pikes for the parclose, 33d. 

Among the payments this year is 2s. for making a gutter at the college. 
Where could this college be ? 

In the 19th Henry VI. 68. 8d. was paid the Su£Pragan for consecrating 
the altar; and to Thomas Steynor 6s. for making the nine orders of 
angels in one cloth for the altar. 

I have said that the Trinity Guild was able to be of great service to the 
Corporation by the advance of money, and I may add that there never was 
any great work going on for the advantage of the town to which it did not 
largely contribute. The conduit of St. Margaret at one time, the town 
defences at another, the church and the chapels, all were largely indebted 
for gifts or loans. 

I will take the account of the 4th and 6th Henry Y. as an illustration. 
In that year they had advanced to Thomas Brygge and others £20 for 
repairs of St. Margaret's church; there was an old loan due of £20 
advanced to John Wace, Thomas Waterden, John Wynterworth and 
William Himderpound, for the chapel of St. Nicholas. They held Cor- 
poration bonds for loans of £10, £26 13s. 4d., £300, £60, £8, and one for 
an advance of £68 16s. lOd. made on the King's visit. In that year their 
feast seems to have been particularly splendid ; they paid no less than 16 
minstrels for assisting at it. 

The only other important entries on these Account Bolls to which I can 
now allude are the Inventories of Plate, &c., which are frequently to be 
found at the end of them. I select three as specimens : — 

8 & 9 Bichard II. 

In the custody of John Wace three silver cups with covers ; and in the 
custody of Walt^er Urry one dorser, two bench covers powdered with owls 
and parrots (citacis) ; and in the custody of John Dunham one good psalter 
late of John Barbour ; and in the custody of John Locke one cofiPer with 
the treasure of the Guild. 

4 & 5 Henry V. 

In the keeping of the Alderman of the Guild remains one cloth of gold 
for fanerals. 
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Also in the same custody the Eegister of the Guild with two bags of 
Account BioUs of the Guild. 

Also in the custody of Nicholas Chesterton, Dean of the GuUd, one ailrer 
rod for his office. 

Also remaioing in Treasury one little coffor with the Guild treasure, 
whereof the Alderman has one key, the Mayor the other. 

Also there remains there one little coffer with the Muniments of the 
Guild, with one other ironboimd chest and hanging lock. 

Also in the custody of John Warner one dish or bason with ewer of silver 
weighing 53oz. troy. 

Also in the custody of the same John two silver salts with silver covers 
weighing 20^oz. 

Also with same one silver piece with cover gilt weighing 52oz. 

Also in tiie keeping of Philip Eranke one piece and cover of silver 
enamelled w^ghing 51oz. 

Also in same custody one piece and cover silver and enamelled weighing 
44ioz. 

Also another weighing 30^z. 

Remaining in charge of the Alderman one chalice with a paten silver 
gilt weighing 25^z. 

And in the custody of WiUiam Style one dorser, two bench covers pow- 
dered with owls and parrots. 

[Among the list of debts due is one from the community of Lynn of 
£58 15s. lOd. for money lent on the coming of King Henry lY. to Lynn, 
in the time of Henry Belleyettere, Mayor— 1399-1400.] 

16 & 17 Henry YI. John Brekrop, Alderman. B>ematntng in the 
Treasury of the Guild on the feast of the Trinity, 

One silver gilt piece with cover weighing troy 52oz. 

One silver piece with cover with the image of the Trinity weighing 51oz. 

One silver piece with cover and like image wdghing 44oz. 

Also one silver bell shaped piece with cover, late of John Wesenham, 
weighing 28oz. 

Also one piece with cover of diver with leopards weighing Sloz. 

Also one silver piece with cover with three angels, late of Adam 
Markaund, weighing 20oz. 
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And one silyer piece with coyer^ late of Thomas Worstede, weighing 
28f oz. and a half quarter. 

Also one new piece with cover, bought by John Parmanter, late Alder- 
man, which piece is called the Standing Cowpe, and cover, of silver gilt, 
weighing 48foz. 

Also one black note (a cup) with gilt cover, late of Margaret Hunder- 
pound, weighing 21oz. 

Also one black note with gilt cover, late of Bichard Waterden, weigh- 
ing 18oz. 

And a silver bason weighing 35oz. 

A silver ewer weighing 19^oz. 

Also two silver salts with covers weighing 20^oz. 

Also 14 spoons, late of Isabella Waterden, weighing 12oz. 

Total 429oz. 2 quarters and ^ quarter. 

Also one silver rod for the office of Dean in the feast of the Holy Trinity. 

St. George's Guild. 

The existing Documents of this Guild are the Foundation Charter of 
Henry VI. and the Confirmation of it by Edward IV. These are in fair 
preservation, and contain license to hold a tenement and quay in the 
Chequer, where the Hall of the Guild was subsequently built, of which so 
much remains to the present day. 

All the possessions of this and the Trinity Guild came to the Corporation 
by the charter of Edward VI. 

Corpus Christi Guild. 

The Guild Book ranges from the 8th to the 16th of Henry VII., and the 
Treasurer's Accounts are numerous, but not regular. The earliest is of the 
11th Richard II., the latest of the 39th Henry VI. The Guild Book has 
little in it but the admissions of the brethren and the audit of accounts. 

I can refer but to few of the items of the Accounts, although several 

items of interest will probably be obtained on a more careful examination 

of them hereafter. 

The BeUman, or as he is called in the early Accoimts^ the Bedeman of 
5 
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the Town, gets a yearly stipend for his proclamation through the town, as 
he also did from the other Guilds/ And another constant item of expense 
is for the tabernacle and canopy for the Corpus Christi. 

In the 17th Henry VI., among the rents are those for the cellars under 
their new Hall, and gardens and orchard adjoining. 

The ornaments of their altar in St. Margaret's church appear on the 
same Boll, and must end my notice of the documents of this Guild. 

Ornaments of the Altar ') One missal with processional noted, one 
OF Corpus Christi. j quire with sequences, one super altar, one 
painted tahle with two leaves with the cross, having Mary and John on the 
right and Jews on the left, and with St. John Baptist and St. Christopher 
on the two leaves (or doors) of the tahle ; also two cloths with two curtains 
of red painted with chalices and hosts ; also two cloths of green linen with 
two curtains of the same ; also two cloths with two stained (or painted) 
curtains given hy Richard Saleshury, chaplain, and four altar towels of 
plain cloth hallowed (consecrated) ; also two cloths with two curtains of 
red linen (byssus) for feast days, with two curtain bars and 24 rings with 
hooks for the curtains ; also two paxbreds, two phiols, a canvass, and two 
chests, one of spruce and the other ancient, with covers. 

One principal vestment of red cloth of gold with albe, amite, apparel, 
stole, fanon, and zone ; another good vestment of red velvet with garters 
of blue, with albe, amite, stole, fanon, and zone ; and another red vestment 
with roses, with apparels of shields, albe, amite, stole, and zone; and 
another vestment, ancient, with two albes, two amites, two stoles, two 
fanons, and two zones ; also one white vestment (ancient) with albe, amite, 
apparel, fanon, and zone, for feast days ; also three corporas cases with 
three corporals ; also one pall with three valents of red damask cloth of 
gold for bearing above the tabernacle in the feast of Corpus Christi ; also 
one surplice with sleeves ; and two altar towels of diaper of ancient date ; 
also one good chalice of gilt weighing — . 

Numerous documents quoted by Richards relating to this as well as to 
other Guilds, are not now to be found. I have reason to believe that many 

7 The Bellman to have a list of the names of benefacton, and Thomas Toylet to be remembered when the JSeOmam 
gotth about,— B,u\eB of St. Oilea and St Julian's Guild. 
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of these were lost before his time, much that is printed by him being from a 
transcript of them made eariy last century, which now also seems to be lost. 

Of the Guild of St. Giles and St. Julian most of the documents he prints 
are gone. Those which remain are the Indulgence for 40 days granted by 
Bishop Nix in 1532 to those who should drink in St. Julian's Horn " with 
good devotion," and which has a beautiful impression of the Bishop's seal 
affixed ; and the Guild Book from 1392 to 1445. 

This Guild Book has an entry under date 19th Bichard II. (1395) of 
a payment for making the very horn above alluded to : " Item in making 
the horn 53s. 6d., namely 14 ounces of silver at 2s. 2d. an ounce. Item in 
making of the said horn and gilding it 26s. Also in polluting (poUucio) 
it 6d.'' This Guild was attached to the chapel of St. James. 

The only other Guilds of which documents remain are the Trinity Guild 
of South Lynn, of which there is the Foundation Charter of 2nd Henry IV, 
and a certified copy of the Rules of it before it got its charter, dated 1394, 
the Guild Book of St. Anthony from 1505 to 1536, and that of All Saints 
South Lynn from 1499 to 1538 ; but in these there is nothing of interest 
to call for special notice here. 

WILLS. 

The Probates and Copies of Wills are not many, nor do they require 
much notice. 

The Probate of John Wace's Will (1400) I shall have occasion to refer 
to in my observations on the Guild Hall Bolls. He gave a large legacy to 
St. Nicholas* chapel. 

The most ancient Probate is of Adam de Geyton (1276). He gives 
legacies to St. Margaret's church, St. James's, St. Nicholas's, and All 
Saints' ; to St. John's hospital, to St. Mary Magdalen and to the chapel 
there ; to St. Edmund's church beyond the water, and to St. Peter's beyond 
the water. He also gives legacies to the Carmelites, the Sack Friars, the 
Grey and the Augustine Priars (the Black Friars are not alluded to), to 
the recluses of Lynn and of All Saints. He gave ten shillings to the repair 
of the Long Bridge in South Lynn towards Wiggenhall ; twenty shillings 
to the *^ causey " between Koudeshill and Gay wood, and to the causey 
between Gaywood and South Wootton. 
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LEASES. 
The expired Leases are very numerous^ but the larger number of them 
of modem date. They may be found useful in identification of property, 
in some of the older ones the abuttals being given very copiously. 

THE CHURCHES AND CHAPELS. 

The Documents relating to the Churches and Chapels are chiefly modem* 
and of little interest. The early Deeds relating to St. Nicholas' Chapel 
Lands are all that aflford any thing worthy of notice. 

A Deed of 2nd Edward IV., a feoffment by William Shyrewyn Cooper 
and others to Richard Goodwyn and others, Chapelwardens, conveys a 
rent arising from a tenement in the Iron Row in the Tuesday Market 
Place, and describes the tenement as having the messuage of the Abbot of 
Wardon on the west and the Iron Row north. 

Another Deed of the 8th Henry VII. conveys land outside East Gate, 
and is noteworthy for the abuttals of the premises, the land having the 
" Common Trench " (Gaywood river) north, the " Hermitage " and 
Roudeshill west, the way to Goldsmith's Garden east, and the common 
way called " Lynn Dam " south. 

This latter way is the highway from East Gates to Gaywood, and throws 
light on the original name of Norfolk Street. Damgate was originally 
either a continuation of the " Dam " on which the Gaywood causeway was 
made, or the gate or street leading to it. 

The fancy for altering streets' names, although by no means a modem 
one, is not the less annoying. It may occasionally happen that in old 
days a street had a name which it might be desirable to get rid of on the 
score of decency ; but in Lynn a number of old associations have been put 
out of mind by the substitution of meaningless modern ones. Why could 
not Norfolk Street have remained Damgate ? Chequer Street (now altered 
to King Street) immediately brought to mind the Old Exchequer. Queen 
Street was admirably described in its tortuous course by Wyndgate. 
High Street was Briggate, because of the high stone bridge over Purfleet, 
now gone. 

Much new information relating to the Churches and Chapels will be 
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found in my notes on the Surveys, Hall Books, Chamberlain's Accounts, 
and Deeds. 

CHARTERS AND ROLLS- 

The Miscellaneous Documents comprise amongst others the two Charters 
commonly known as the Saxon Charters. They have nothing whatever to 
do with Lynn, and how the Corporation became possessed of them has 
never been explained. They were found among the mass of ancient Deeds 
some years ago, and it has been suggested that the Corporation having 
acquired an estate at Brandon Perry, formerly belonging to Bury Abbey, 
these two documents came here with the Deeds of that estate. Two or 
three ancient Deeds relating to the estate are still to be found in the 
Deed Box. 

That they came from Bury Abbey is certain. They not only relate to it, 
but they are also endorsed by the Visitor, " Ap Rice," in 1636, and must 
then have been in the Monastic Muniment Room at Bury St. Edmund's, 
and copies of them exist in the Chartularies of that Abbey. 

They profess to be : — 1. A Charter by Canute to Bury Abbey. 2. One 
of Hardicanute to the same Abbey. 

Mr. Charles W. Goodwin, in an exhaustive paper on the subject in the 
Norfolk Archfleology,® maintains the genuineness of Canute's Charter, which 
has been asserted to be a forgery, and fixes the date of it as 1021-22. 

He proves, I think, equally clearly that the other really is a forgery, but 
a forgery of so early a date and so remarkable a character as to be almost 
as valuable as an original. His opinion is that it cannot be of later date 
than Henry I. 

It is very well known that the monks were in the habit of multiplying 
copies of their charters, so that in case the original was lost or mislaid, a 
copy of it might be forthcoming ; and the facility with which these copies 
were admitted as evidence in early times doubtless suggested to them an 
occasional fabrication of one. In the pleadings in an action arising out of 
the attack on the Abbey in 1327, it appears that the rioters carried off 
three copies of Canute's Charter and four of Hardicanute's. The Lynn 

* Norfolk Aichaology, toI. iv., p. 98. 
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copy of this latter " has an endorsement in a hand of the 15th century over 
the number indicating the shelf or drawer where the document was kept. 
* There are two under this number, this charter and a copy.' " 

We should hardly expect to find charters of Bury Abbey in the Muniment 
Room of the borough of King's Lynn ; and if hereafter the Corporation 
should think them out of place there, I trust the claims of the National 
Collection (which already possesses so many valuable documents relating 
to Bury) will not be overlooked. These charters would indeed be a most 
valuable addition to the British Museum. 

The two portions of a Subsidy Roll of Edward I. are curious and per- 
plexing documents. Extracts from one portion have been publbhed by 
Mr. Dashwood, comprising the Ward of " Henry de Gernemue." I 
recovered another portion of it, containing the Ward of John Borehom, 
from the papers in the old Town Clerk's office. 

No date appears on either Roll, and the information about the subsidies 
of Edward I.'s time is very incomplete. 

Mr. Dashwood thought it related to one of the 3rd Edward I., but that 
was for a 15th, and this collection was for a 10th. Mr. Joseph Hunter 
was of opinion that it was of the 29th Edward I., but from the Tallage 
Rolls I ascertain that date to be too late. In the Tallage Roll of 20th 
Edward I., Henry de Gernemue stands as Constable, but in that very year 
he is replaced by Roger Taverner, and he was succeeded by Robert de 
London, who continued Constable of the Ward till 34 Edward I. John 
Borehorn does not appear as Constable on any of the Tallage Rolls from 
20th to 34th Edward I., and therefore must have ceased to be Constable 
before the first date. In the Tallage Rolls of the 20th and 24th Edward I. 
80 many of the names are the same as on the Subsidy Rolls, that it could 
not very well have been of much earlier date. Still there is a difficulty in 
the fact of a subsidy of the 18th Edward I. being for a 15th. It could not 
therefore be that for which these Rolls were prepared. 

SURVEYS AND RENTALS. 

The collection of Surveys and Rentals, although not very extensive, and 
seriously injured by neglect and ill usage, is of much value. 
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On reference to the Plan of King's Lynn it will be seen that the site of 
the burgh may be divided into three parts. The central portion defined by 
the Purfleet and Mill fleets ^eems the oldest, and here were St. Margaret's 
church and the chapel of St. James, the former with large remains of 
Norman work, the latter of the earliest of Early English. 

The portion on the south comprises the parish of All Saints, South Lynn, 
and was no doubt at a very early period included in the fortifications, 
although not very extensively occupied with houses for a long period. 

The northern portion, although densely occupied in many parts, has no 
traces of Norman work about it ; the chapel of St. Nicholas retains, how- 
ever, a fragment of Early English work. 

Now among the curious documents in the Muniment Room is a parch- 
ment roll in a handwriting of the time of Henry VI., but a copy, and I 
fully believe a faithful copy, of a survey of the time of Edward I. A small 
part of the commencement is lost, but it ends with the following note : — 
" Here ends all that part of Lynn called • Newlonds,' namely on the north 
part of the town." 

By carefully going over it with a plan of the town it will be seen that it 
is a regular drag or survey of the north end, extending to Purfleet, which 
is the southern boundary, with the exception of that portion of the town 
formerly Chequer Street, now King Street. 

The whole of the rest of the ground is there set out, and for the obvious 
purpose of recording the rents reserved on each tenement to the Bishop, to 
whom all the soil belonged. 

It is very likely, therefore, that this " Newlonds " was parcelled out not 
very long before the Charter of King John ; and if so, the extension of the 
buildings must have been very rapid, for it appears (for the first time) from 
this roll that as early as Henry III.'s time a number of houses extending 
some way beyond East Gate were destroyed for the better security of the 
town. 

Tliis survey, which seems hitherto to have been entirely overlooked, con- 
tains several pieces of information on matters hitherto obscure, which I 
shall now describe. 

The twelfth tenement north of St. Nicholas' chapel, on the same or east 
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side of the way, has the following description : " The Brethren of the Sack 
hold an area in which their church and habitations are constructed, of the 
gift of the Lord John de Vaux, R de Westacre, and Richard son of 

Adam de Wigenhale, and the heirs of Alexander Fitzparson acquitted them 
of their rent to the Bishop." 

These Sack Friars, it was known before, were settled in Lynn, but where 
no one knew ; they were dissolved in 1307. There was always an impres- 
sion that a church stood somewhere there, and as the adjoining gate was 
called sometimes St. Ann's and sometimes St. Agnes's Gdte, it was sup- 
posed a church or chapel of St. Ann gave the gate its name. This may 
have been the dedication of the church, but it is quite as — ^if not more — 
likely that the name is a mutilated recollection of St. Anthony, the patron 
saint of the Sack Friars. 

In the Jews' Lane, even at that early date, not a single Jew is to be 
found. The Steward's Hall, which occupied the north-west corner, next 
the Tuesday Market Place, had no doubt been a confiscation from the 
Jews. 

Dampgate was thickly inhabited, and the east end of it, from the Mill 
Fleet (not to be confounded with the Town Mills Fleet on the south side 
of the town), from the Bishop's Mill Fleet to the "Drawbridge," now East 
Gate — the whole of the north side of the street — belonged to the Brethren 
of St. Lazarus, paying rent of course to the Bishop. 

Beyond the Drawbridge, twelve messuages and a piece of land on the 
north side of the highway, and a piece of land and ten messuages on the 
south side of the way, are described, and it is added that " all the messuages 
were burnt in the time of the war by order of King Henry III. for the 
safety of Lynn and of the whole country." 

In that part of Dampgate in which the Lazar House tenements were, the 
opposite tenements were chiefly held by the Hospital of St. John ; and 
further west in Dampgate, on the south side of the way, the fifth tenement 
from the Bishop's Bridge over the Mill Fleet is thus described : " The 
Master and Brethren of the Hospital of St. John hold their Church with 
the Hospital and Hall and other Chambers and Houses and the Court with 
all the appurtenances, which they had of the gift of Bichard de Brecham, 
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of the Bishop at a rent of 58., including therein the rent of the before- 
mentioned tenements and others/' 

Blomefield has only an incidental allusion to this Hospital : — ** Mr. Fox, 
the historian, mentions another church here in Lynn belonging to St. 
John's Hospital, but no remains of either are now to be seen.'' ^ And that 
is all ; I know of no other allusion to the foundation except the entry on 
this roll.^» 

The Augustine Priars were not, at the making of it, yet established in the 
town. In the Inquisitions ad quod damnum, 22nd Edward I., is a Writ 
for a messuage then granted to them by Margaret de Southmere. On this 
roll, Hopman's Way being then called the Way to Erts Bridge, on the 
south side the next messuage but one to the comer of Lister's GFate Street 
is thus entered : ** Margaret de Suthmer holds one messuage of B.eginald 
de Walsingham at a rent to him of 19d., the same Beginald of the Prior of 
Lynn at a rent of 18d., which same messuage is of the fee of Adam de 
Gememuta. The Prior holds of the Bishop." (Bent included in that of 
divers other tenements in Newlonds amoimting altogether to 8s. 6d.) 

Spinner's Lane is in this survey " Engualdis Lane " ; and Webster's Row, 
now Broad Street, is " Colville's Fleet," a large fleet running along it, used 
by the weavers for washing their cloth. The High Bridge in Briggate, 
now High Street, was then the Stone Bridge, — ^the southern limit of the 
survey. Baxter's Bridge is the Bridge of James de Belvaco, whose house 
adjoined it ; and the fourth messuage from it on the west side of the way 
is thus described : *^ Simon de Myntlinghe holds one messuage and horse 
mill of Osbert de Walpol at a rent of 2s., and to the Bishop for that and 
the said mill and another messuage next the ' Tumberel ' on the west, 20d." 
The Tumbril was here used either for the Pillory or Ducking Stool. 



» Vol. Tiii., p. 624. 

^ In the new edition of the Monastioon, two docnments concerning St. John's Hospital are given. One is a copj 
of an entry in an old roll " in the cnstody of the Major and BnreesseB of Lynn," with which I am not acquainted. 



it is in Norman French, and states that Kichol de Bncham and others held lands and tenements of the said Hospital 
for the sustenance of poor people in the name of God ; and that the Mapr and Burgesses presented the Master and 
Warden until the time of John of Ely [1299 to 1825] Bishop of Norwi^, who deprived tiiem of it The other docu • 
ment is a gift of a piece of land on the causeway of Gaywoodto the Hospital, undated, — ^the donor heing one IJlfketel, 
"son of the nun of Scennges," " Alius SanctimonialiB ae Bceringes." This is prohahly of Henry Ill/a time. It is 
not stated where the Editors obtained it. 
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Pillory Lane was near the spot, and Colville*s Meet adjoining oflfered con- 
venience for the Ducking Stool, which, however, in later years was at 
Purfleet, near the present Custom House, and is now peacefully reposing 
in the Town Museum. 

The Horse Mill was used hy the Baxters or Bakers in grinding com, and 
afterwards was put down, the hakers being compelled to grind at the Town 
Mills by many ordinances. 

The Black Eriars were already established here, and Blomefield says by 
one Thomas Gedney. He may be the Thomas, son of Nicholas, of the 
following entry, but if so was certainly not the founder : " The Friars 
preachers hold a certain area containing these messuages in it, namely, 
messuages of John de Montacute, Herman Crakehalse, Peter Eitz Geoffrey, 
and the messuage of those who are called of Childerhus, the messuage of 
Agnes de Wigehale, the messuage of Laurence Eitz Gteoffrey, the messuage 
of Adam Eitz GeoflErey, the messuage of Alan Codling, and the messuage of 
Blakeman beyond the water, all which said messuages they had of the gift 
of Nicholas le Cancur; and by the charter of the said Nicholas and 
Thomas his son and heir confirmed the gift to them, and confirmed by the 
Lord Simon de Wanton, some time Bishop of Norwich [1258 to 1266], 
and the same were given in alms." No rent appears to be reserved. So 
that the father Nicholas was really the first founder. 

The next, east of this area, is a messuage and " eight or ten acres of 
marsh, then held by Adam de Couteshale, who held of Thomas, son of 
Nicholas, the messuage at a rent of Id., the marsh at 8s. and three coombs 
of salt ; Thomas of the Bishop at a rent of 6s. 8d. and a like quantity 
of salt." 

The various messuages above mentioned were doubtless aU levelled to 
make way for the convent of the Black Eriars. They could only just have 
settled here, and had certainly not completed their buildings at the time of 
this survey. 

Such is some of the information to be derived from this valuable docu- 
ment, the only record I am aware of containing most of the particulars I 
have now given. It is indeed only a copy, but it is a very ancient copy, 
early in Henry VI.'s time, and it afibrds so many particulars for fixing the 
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date of the original within a very few years, that it is really almost as 
valuable as the original would have been. 

I will now turn to the later surveys in the Muniment Boom, 

There are two surveys of the Borough Lands of nearly the same date, 
one of 1575, the other of 15 77, and they give so complete an idea of the 
state of the North and East sides of the town, that I quote the entries 
relating thereto from the earlier one, and make a few comments thereon 
as I proceed. 

** Imprimis, the Mayor and Burgesses, &c., holdeth a Bank leading 
Westward from Dowshill's Stone Bridge called Dowshill's Bank, so to 
Bowshill's Stone Clowe, into Dowshill's Fleet, and so all along and in 
length unto Kettle Mills, now in the occupation of the Keeper of Kettle 
Mills, lying in breadth between the Common Dyke on the South, and the 
marsh and lands of Bobert Gervis called Dowshill's, and other several lands 
appertaining to the said Mayor and Burgesses, on the North. 

*' Item, the same holdeth a Street leading in length Eastward from the 
said Dowshill's Stone Bridge unto the Bow of Trees there standing, in 
breadth between the tenements now decayed and the lands there sometime 
of William Conysby, Esquire, on the North and DowshiU Elect on the 
South. 

'* Item, the same holdeth there more East the said lands and trees, one 
pasture containing by estimation — acres, lying in breadth between the 
said lands of William Conysby's, after, &c., on the West, and the Comon 
Biver on the East, and in length between the said Comon Biver on the 
North, and the Common Biver, Kettle Mills Bank and Dowshill Elect on 
the South, now in, &c. 

'* And the same holdeth next the same a Bank called Kettle Mills Bank, 
beginning at the Stone Clowe there by Dowshill*s Elect on the West, 
leading to Kettle Mills on the East, lying in breadth between the Common 
Biver on the North, and a Common Sewer from Kettle Mills on the South, 
and is in the occupation of the said Keeper of Kettle Mills. 

*' Item, the same holdeth the Kettle Mills howses, with a new vowlt 
under the Town Walls, at the South end of the Mansion House there, with 
a Stone Clowe to lead in the fresh water into the Dowshill Common Dyke 
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there, to set the new Tnilla agate, and one other ancient Stone Slnice, with 
two Clowes to serve the Common Dyke leading to East Gates and to drain 
the country, together with the way on the West side of the Town Walls 
there, and the Bank on the East side of the said Town Walls leading to 
East Gates, in the occupation of the Keeper of Kettle Mills." 

I have now gone over the survey of all the land on the North side of the 
town, from which it will be seen that no Wall existed there in 1575, the 
fortification or defence on that side being simply an earthen bank. 

The Kettle Mills were from a very early period in use for distributing 
the water brought from Claywood by the Trench known as the Eresh 
Water Eiver, and which at that point turned abruptly southward and 
became the Town Ditch or defence on the east side of the town. The 
name, however, has no reference to any very early occupier or designer. 
The following agreement for a lease of them clearly shews from whence the 
name came : *' John Topley agreed with the Mayor and Community to 
keep the mill for fresh water for five years, ... he finding all repairs of the 
said mill with the ' kettles * and all other necessaries within the house and 
tower there." — (3rd August, 3rd Edward IV., Hall Book, vol. ii., fo. 197.) 
The kettles were the tubs with which the water was drawn up from the 
lower level into the reservoir in the tower. Repairs of these kettles or 
barrels are frequently to be found in the Chamberlain's Accounts, the 
keeper not being always bound to keep them in repair. 

From the Kettle Mills the survey of 1575 proceeds southwards, and the 
Town Wall appears for the first time in the last item I have quoted from 
it, namely, that portion still in existence running from the Kettle Mills to 
the East Gate. 

" Item, the East Gates with the Watering and Muckhill without East 
Gates and the liberty of the said town extendeth unto the East unto two 
bond stones on both sides the common way, to which gates belongeth the 
East side of the banks of the Town Wall unto Barker's Clowe there, in the 
occupation of the keeper there. 

^^ Item, the banks on both side the Town Walls and Barker's Clowe from 
the East G^tes unto the Mownt Bank, together with the bank from Barker's 
Clowe unto the highway and bridge on the West and Barker's Meet on the 
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North, and the lands of the said Mayor, &c., on the South, in the occupa* 
tion of Mr. Francis Shaxton. 

** Item, the same holdeth two pastures together, now in the occupation 
of Mr. John Pell, lying in length between the Town Walls on the East, 
and the common way on the West, whose North head abutteth upon the 
bank leading from Barker's Clowe, and the South head upon the lands of 
the said Mayor, &c., called the Tenture Pasture, now in the occupation of 
William ludye. 

" Item, the same holdeth one pasture there, on the South of the said two 
pastures, containing by estimation one acre, now in the occupation of 
William ludy, called the Tenture Pasture, lying in breadth between the 
lands of the said Mayor, &c., called the Mount Banks on the South, and 
the common way and the lands of the said Mayor, &c., now in the occupa- 
tion of Mr. Pell, on the North, whose West head abutteth upon the com- 
mon way, and the East head upon the lands of the said Mayor, &c., called 
the Mount Banks. 

^' Item, the same holdeth the Mount House, ^ being a Gundytt of Becept,' 
and the banks to the same belonging, now in the occupation of Thomas 
Bobynson, plomer, wch. banks extendeth in length from the Town Walls 
on the North and the Gannock Qates on the South, lying in breadth be- 
tween the Gonmion Biyer on the East and the lands of the said Mayor, &c., 
on the West, and from the great clowe upon the North side of the said 
Mount House, situate upon the East [of] the same Mount Banks leading 
to the highway towards the West, and the said pasture in the occupation 
of William ludy, now the said Mayor, &c., on the North. 

*' Item, the same holdeth there one pasture, in the occupation of Mr. 
Christopher Grant, lying in breadth between the said Mount House and 
Banks on the East and the lands of Mr. John Grebby and of Thomas May 
on the West, whose South head abutteth upon Gktnnock Pasture and the 
North head upon the Mount Banks. 

*' Item, the same holdeth a pasture there on the West side of the same 
pasture, together with a pair of Tentures now in the occupation of John 
Marshall, lying in breadth between the lands now of Thomas Maye on the 
South and the Common Drain on the North, whose East head abutteth 
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upon the lands of the said Mayor, &c., in the occupation of Mr. Christopher 
Gaunt, and the West head abutteth upon the lands of the said Mayor, &c. 

'* Item, the same holdeth one pasture, sometime an ortyard, on the West 
of the said pasture, now in the occupation of the Almshouse there, and 
lyeth in breadth between the lands of the said Mayor, &c., in the occupa- 
tion of John Marshall, on the East, and the Common Way against the 
Almshouse and certain tenements of the said Mayor, &c., on the West, 
whose South head abutteth upon the lands and tenements of the said 
Mayor, &c., and the Common Way, and the North head upon the Common 
Draine. 

" Item, the same holdeth one pasture called Dovecot Pasture, in the 
occupation of Mr. Thomas Grave, lying in breadth between Gannock Pas- 
ture on the South and the Common Drain of old and the lands of Thomas 
Maye on the North, whose West head abutteth upon the Common Way 
and the East head upon the lands of the said Mayor, &c. 

'* Item the same holdeth one pasture there (on the East of the said 
Dovecote Pasture), containing one acre, now in the occupation of Mr. John 
Grebby, lying in breadth between the lands of the said Mayor, &c., called 
Grannock Pasture, on the South, and the lands of the said Thomas Maye 
on the North, whose West head abutteth upon the lands of the said Mayor, 
&c., called Dovecote Pasture, and the East head upon the little pasture 
there of Mr. John Grebby. 

*^ Item, the same holdeth one pasture there, with certain tenements, 
called Gannock Pasture, now in the occupation of Mr. Thomas Grave, 
lying in breadth between the lands of the said Mayor, &c., called Dovecote 
Meadow, and other of the said Mayor and Burgesses, in the occupation of 
Mr. Thomas Grave, Mr. Christopher Grant, and of the lands of Mr. John 
Grebby, on the North, and the Mill River on the South, whose West head 
abutteth on the lands now of the said Mayor, &c., in the occupation with 
the Town Common Water Mills, and the East head upon the Grannock 
Gate Wall.'' 

The extract I have made from this Survey is rather a long one, but I 
cannot doubt it will prove of interest to those who will follow the details 
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on a plan of the town. They will gather from it the exact condition of 
the East side of the town from East Gates to Hill B/iver in 1575. They 
will see that the Town Wall extended from the East Gates to the Mount 
Banks ; that from the end of the stone wall at the spot where the '* Common 
Drain " from the Town Ditch to Purfleet intersects the line of defences, the 
" Mount Bank " commencing at that spot and extending to the short cur- 
tain protecting Gannock Gates. That the Fresh Water River turning 
directly South at Kettle Mills formed the Town Ditch to the Mill River. 
They will also identify the site of the Tenture Pasture, where St. John's 
Church now stands ; and the Dovecote Pasture, where the Prior's Dovecote 
stood in earlier days. They will further see that the Long Pasture, down 
which now runs the noble avenue of trees shading the Long Walk, was 
the ^* Gannock Pasture." These are some of the things a careful perusal 
wiU unfold. 

I have now gone over the whole of the ground which was ever defended 
by a Stone Wall. The whole West side of the town was defended by the 
River ; the North side, as I have shewn, by a Ditch and Bank ; and from 
Kettle Mills to the Purfleet Dram is the whole of the circuit which was 
defended by a Stone Wall. There was a slight curtain each side Grannock 
Gates, much of the same extent as now, and further South than the Mill 
River I will speak of presently. 

When this Stone Wall was first erected I am not able to say. There 
was a grant in the 13th Edward II. for fortifications, but I have seen no 
account of the outlay of that money. As late as the commencement of 
Edward III.'s time, part of the fortifications were the North, South, East, 
and West Bretasks — ^wooden towers. The East and South were by the 
East and South Gates. Where the West Bretask was I am unable to say ; 
but the North Bretask was in all probability the one referred to as the 
Bretask of the Bishop, in an undated deed about 1270, by the gate called 
St. Ann's Gate. There are payments for repairs of these in Edward Ill.'s 
time ; early in the following reign they were gone. It would hardly seem 
likely, therefore, that the Stone Gates and Wall were then built ; but it 
would certainly seem to be the case in the 47th and 48th Edward III., 
when the Chamberlains paid a small sum '* for mending the earthen Wall 
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at the end of the stone Wall near the South Close." While in the 50th 
year they paid for carpenters repairing Bretasks, and also for a large 
amount of sedges for the '* Wall " at Gannock, and for boat loads of 
earth for it. 

The Hall Books contain numerous entries which show the termination 
of the Wall at the point stated above, but it is hardly necessary for me to 
give more than one, nearly a hundred and fifty years before the Survey, 
the 4th year of Henry VI. (1426) : " Ordered that the Ditches and Clowes 
between the end of the Walls of Lynn and the Gates of Gannock shall be 
repaired at the expence of the community." " 

The Walls of Lynn, therefore, remained entire until quite modem times. 
The view of the town, by Buck, early in the last century, shews them at 
that time in a very complete state, and ending abruptly at Purfleet Brain. 

Some confusion has arisen about the situation of Gannock, from there 
having been in early times two Postern Gates called Gannock. Almost 
the only reference to the two is in a Chamberlain's Account of the 47th 
and 48th Edward III., when a payment was made for hinges for the Gates 
at North and South Gannock. At the same time the Bishop's Bridge, 
" next GFannock," (over the Mill Biver,) was repaired. 

The Southern one must have been early disused, for from the earliest 
appointments of gate keepers, in the B;olls of Henry IV.'s time, no keeper 
is appointed to more than one, and he is generally the same person as the 
keeper of the East Gutes. 

Although the South Postern was called Gannock Gate, it seems pretty 
clear that the place called Gannock was some way to the North of it, on 
the North side of the Mill Biver. There were the Gannock Bridge, the 
Gannock Gates, the Gannock Pasture, and we shall see presently the 
Gannock Hill. It was the Eastern extremity of the oldest part of the 
town. Of the origin of the name I can give no satisfactory explanation. 
The " Promptorium Parvidorum," the compiler of which was a Lynn monk, 
has no such word. In an old chronicle, printed by John Heame, called 



" A suspicion of the actual fact appears to have croised the mind of Mr. E. Edwards, who wrote the aooount of the 
Mount Chapel in Britton*B Architectural Antiquities. ** It may he douhted," he says, ** whether the walla which en- 
close and defend mat part of the town were ever continned so far as this ediitee," adding extract, 20 Henry VII. and 
8 Henry VIII., &om HnU Books. 
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Peter of Langtoft's Chronicle, he says, speaking of King Stephen's wars : — 

Stephen stoutly deals in slides thir he kennes^ 

That agayne him holds kasteles^ over them ruthely reigns^ 

In Herford full stoutly^ his Gannock has up set, 

With Robert Fiiz Henry, Stephen so with him met. 

Here Gannock is evidently the King's Standard, and it may be that the 
Gannock Hill was the chief point of the early town defences, where the 
Standard was *' up set." But there is a later document in which some 
such word is used, a proclamation by the Mayor of Norwich in 1424, in 
which directions are given as to the price of ale to be sold by all Brewsters 
and Gannokers, the Gannokers being keepers of low drinking houses, but 
this seems to have little to do with the Lynn name. 

THE MOUNT. 

Certainly one of the most interesting spots in Lynn is the Mount, about 
which much is already known, but to which I trust to be able to add a 
little more. 

The building upon it, crowned by the beautiful little chapel, a perfect 
ge^i of Perpendicular architecture, has been described and illustrated, and 
many of the allusions to it in the Corporation documents have been 
extracted. 

Briefly, what has been known of it was this, — that one Robert Corraunte 
began building a chapel there in 1483, but was interfered with by the 
Corporation, who afterwards allowed the Prior of Lynn to complete it, and 
leased the site to him ; and that on the dissolution of the monasteries it fell 
into ruin, and so remained until, in the present century, by the exertions ' 
of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Blencowe, many substantial repairs were done to 
it, and with occasional repairs it may now last for centuries. 

In the course of my investigations I met with the Will of William March, 
dated in Pebruary, 1480, and proved in the Prerogative Court the same 
year, by which he gave 6s. 8d. to the fabric of the chapel of Saint Mary 
the Virgin upon the Oannock Sill. This was three years before the 
entries in the Hall Books relating to the chapel on the Mount, and it is 
clear from it that what Corraunte began and the Prior completed was not 



60 

the original chapel, but probably some far less imposing building than the 
existing one. 

But I fancy I have an older allusion to this Mount or Gannock Hill in 
an extract from the Leet EoUs of Henry IV. If, as I suspect, this Hill 
was really one of those old Celtic Tumuli or Barrows, it is not surprising 
that it should be associated, as so many of them were in the middle ages, 
with the notion of buried treasure. The treasure seekers in those days dug 
up many a hill, frequently only to find that an earlier search had been made. 
Now in the 4th year of Henry IV. one Simon Body, a butcher, had a 
lease of the Gannock Pastures, and on the Leet Roll for the 8th year of 
that King there are the following amerciaments : ^' John Colles Tailor, 
Kobert Tailor resident in Purfleet, and Kichard Essex Tailor, were amerced 
12d. each for that on the Wednesday before St. Etheldreda then last past 
they reported there was a large sum of silver under the hill next the pas- 
ture of Simon Body — suspiciously." 

The hill next the pasture of Simon Body was, I have very little doubt, 
the " Gannock Hill," and these parties were fined for encouraging by idle 
and false rumours the trespasses of ignorant persons on Body's land to look 
for the " great sum of silver." 

Prior to the date of the negociations with Gorraunte and the Prior, there 
is a constant succession of demises of the pastures along the walls and at 
Gannock, and no reference to any building there ; indeed the first allusion 
I know of is in March's Will just quoted. 

To take one of many, in the 7th Edward IV. there is an entry in the 
Hall Book, " A certain pasture from G^nock Gate to the Clowes of Pur- 
fleet, and from the Dovehouse^ of the Prior to the said Gate," granted to 
Henry Alden for divers considerations. 

If a chapel had then existed on the spot, it seems improbable there should 
have been no allusion to it in the demise to Alden. Still, in February, 
1480-81, fifteen years after, there certainly was such a building ; and yet, 
in April, 1483, Robert Coraunte is warned that he shall buQd "no" 
chapel on the Commons' ground without agreement of the Mayor and 

Commons. 

^■^^■"^■^^■^■"^^"^"■^'"■""'~~^"'"^^~^^^"^^~~^'"""^~^*^^'^^"^'"*"*''"'*^""^^*''^~^^"^'^^^~^"^^"""''""^'~^^"^^~"'^^'^""^^"^^""^'""^"^'^~'^^~~~^^'~""™~'~'^ 

^ The situation of the Prior's Dovehouse is readily ascertained by the situation of the DoTecote Meadow in the 
Bnrrey of 1676. 
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All I can find of Robert Goraunte is that he was a Burgess, and, haying 
been for some time one of the Constables, was in the 21st and 22nd Edward 
lY . a Common Councillor ; and that on the 8th August of the latter year 
his name appears for the last time as present in the Hall. 

On the 16th June, 1483, it is recorded that it was agreed that the Mayor 
and Churchreeves, William Nicholasson and John Burbage, should com- 
mune with the Prior of Lynn for the ground of the hill called the Lady of 
the Mount for the weal of the Commons. 

But on the 6th July following, St. Paxd's Day, Bobert Coraunte again 
appears, and has license given him to build a chapel on the mount called 
the Tjady Sillj with such ground as shall be lawful, not annoying the 
Commons of their necessaries, finding sureties ; which means, I suppose, 
that he was not to obstruct the way or take more land than was necessary 
for the chapeL 

On the 6th of May, 2nd Bichard III., 1485, the chapel appears to have 
been completed, for it is then agreed that the Prior shall have all the 
ground the Lady of the Mount standeth on, with the grasing within the 
bars from the Grannock on to the Clowe (that is the sluice at the head of 
Purfleet) as long as it pleaseth the Mayor and Commons, the Prior of 
Norwich and the said Prior giving the Mayor and Commons a meadow 
place called the Mill Meadow, or the ferm thereof, the Prior also to find 
four tapers burning at the high altar, and the two great candlesticks. 

On the 16th June, 1604, nineteen years after. Sir John Lakenham, the 
Prior, present in Hall, hath taken anew the ground our Lady of the Mount 
standeth upon, with all the groimd from Gtoiuiock Walls End to Town 
Walls End, for 26s. a year, *' the lease to continue during the pleasure of 
the Mayor and Commons, as appeared by the B/Csolution of the Hall of the 
6th May, 2nd Bichard III." This I think the date of the upper chapel. 

The rent of 26s. appears by the Chamberlain's Accounts to have been an 
advance of 6s. in the rent, and the regular payment of it is subsequently 
recorded in those Accounts to the Dissolution, from which time for some 
years nothing is recorded about the Mount Chapel. 

What purpose it was put to appears by the surveys of 1675 and 1677 ; 
and although adapting it to the purposes of a *' Conduit of Beceipt " may 
have much damaged it, it very likely saved it from entire destruction. 
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The survey of 1577 dilBters but little in the description of the Mount and 
Banks. It adds to its being a Conduit of Receipt -the words " with a great 
cistern of lead." It states that "the Mount Bank extends from the 
South end of the Town Walls leading from East (Jates imto Gtannock 
Grates on the South." And the latter part of the entry is less confased 
than that of 1575, and runs : " And from the great Clowe called the 
Mount Clowe one other Bank leading to the common highway and stile 
on the West, which Bank lyeth in breadth between the common sewer 
there on the South and the lands of the said Mayor and Burgesses called 
the Tenture Pasture, in the occupation of William Judy, on the North." 

In the 2nd year of Elizabeth, the Chamberlains had paid 2d. for a key 
" for the Mount." In 1570-71, such entries as the following shew that all 
which could be turned to a useful purpose elsewhere and easily got at was 
taken away : — 

" Item, paid to William Cartour for carrying of six loads of thack tile 
from the Mount to Conmion Staithe, being taken down from the House 
there, 4d. the load, 2s." 

" Item, paid to him for carrying of three loads of spars and timber from 
the Mount, 6d. the load, laid at the storehouse, 18d." 

1573. " Item, paid to two women for two days carrying of bricks from 
the Mount to the Gannock Bridge, 6d. the day." — Chamberlain's Accounts. 

In some of the old views of the chapel a stone pillar is shewn rising from 
the centre, which has been supposed to be a chinmey erected when it was 
a pest house in the time of the plague.^ I do not find, however, that it 
ever was a pest house, for pest houses were provided and paid for by the 
Chamberlains, and were wooden buildings placed against the Town Wall, 
nearer East Grate. A far more likely purpose was suggested by the par- 
ticulars I have extracted from the Chamberlains' Accounts about the 
carrying away of the roof timber and tiles, that this central shaft was the 
kingpost of the roof, left on the taking down of tile and spars in 1570-71. 
The substantial character of the masonry of the chapel seems to have pre- 
vented the loss of the roof from being observed. I have added a sketch of 

» Grose Bays, in 1783 : " Common infornmtion says the uppermost multan^alar brick part has been chimneTs, but 
as no leading flues are to be seen, it is rather probable it was the shaft of a Cross, eleyated aboye the whole.'* A 
bimilar notion was entertained by the late Mr. Taylor. 
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the appearance of the building with the roof upon it. That it had some 
such roof is confirmed by the curious plan or bird's eye view of Lynn, a 
sketch of which I have given in my notes on the plans, &c. 

How long it remained a " conduit of receipt " I cannot say. It was 
applied at the same time to other purposes, for in 1586 the Chamberlains 
paid 12s. for certain charges done at the Mount by command of Mr. 
Mayor, to the furtherance of Mr. House, our preacher, in his study there, 
and for a labourer digging up elder trees, gathering up bricks and stone, 
and levelling the ground there in good order. 

In the year 1638 it was applied to a more dangerous purpose than a 
conduit ; see the following order : — "Allso it is ordered that the town store 
of gunpowder shall be by the Chamberlains removed into the new place 
now prepared for it in Our Lady's Moimt." 

The return of munitions in 1642 gives the powder at the powder room at 
the Mount as " nil." 

It was still, however, used as a conduit as late as 1643, for in that year 
the Chamberlains paid 2d. for sedge to dry the cistern at the Mount before 
it was mended ; and still, I fear, as a powder room, as there are several 
items of outlay about it, and in 1643 are payments for work at the 
"Mount fort." 

Shortly after this date it was abandoned for both purposes, and occasionally 
let with the adjoining land ; until at length it fell into a woful state, when 
fortunately the Rev. E. Edwards and E. Blencowe raised a subscription 
and put it into a tolerable state of repair. I trust, however, for the credit 
of the town, so interesting a monument will be carefully watched and pre- 
served ; a small occasional outlay is all that is needed. I may be permitted 
to suggest that a little more attention should be paid to keeping the water 
from the roof clear of the walls, as the east wall when I last saw it was 
being injured from the water settling at the foot of the buttress. And the 
keeper of it should be encouraged and enjoined to exercise more authority 
in restraining petty depredations. The whole of the glass inserted in the 
chapel windows by Mr. Edwards and Mr. Blencowe has been destroyed. 
This surely might have been prevented. 
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Survey continued. 

Having by the aid of the survey of 1575 shewn the position of the town 
defences and the state of the adjacent land as far as the Mill Biver, I pur- 
pose proceeding further South, crossing the old Grannock Bridge which 
spans the Mill River close to the Gunnock Gate. This bridge was one of 
the oldest in the town, and there were frequent disputes with the Bishop iu 
early times about the repair of it. As it was in the course of the Perambu- 
lation Way by which the bounds were yearly walked over on Ascension 
Day, the Lord of the Town was considered to be the person to repair. It 
was also one way of access to the piece of land next mentioned in the 
survey of 1575. 

*' Item, the same (Mayor, Sec.) holdeth a pasture there called the Banks 

and Gallows Close, in the occupation of Waters, lying in breadth 

between the Common Dyke called Cockle Dyke on the East and the lands 
of the said Mayor, &c., called the Mill Pasture, on the West, whose North 
head abutts upon the Mill River and the South head upon the Common 
Way leading from the church of All Saints in South Lynn to the Common 

Dyke called the Cockle Dyke," "reserving the place and time of 

execution for this town of King's Lynn, &c., at those times egress and 
regress for all people." 

The survey then proceeds to describe the two pastures to the West of the 
Gallows Pasture and the Common Water Mills still further West, formerly 
"Swagg's" and "Scales's." 

It thus appears that the East side of the Hospital Grounds was with the 
Banks and the Seven Sisters the Gallows Pasture and the site of early 
executions. A like reservation of it as a place of execution occurs in 
leases of 1630 and 1680. 

A Windmill was erected on the Banks in 1595, but it was afterwards 
removed ; and in 1667 another one was built on the ^* Kill," I believe the 
old Gallows Hill ; this also was piQled down in 1680. 

In 1760, Mr. Alderman Mixson, who had a lease of the Gallows Pasture, 
laid out money in planting the Hill and Bank, which the Corporation re- 
paid him. This Hill became the "Seven Sisters H il l ," and by Mr. 
Taylor's time had attained so venerable an antiquity as to have a legend 
attached to it. 
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By the time of Alderman Mixson, the place of execution was on a hill 
outside the South Gates, which had, I dare say, been previously in use for 
Marshland criminals. 

The Bank of the (fallows Pasture was the original earthwork for the 
town defence, the Clay Walls as they are sometimes called, and in the 
Chamberlain's Accounts are numerous payments in early times for repairs. 
The Cockle Dyke was the old Town Ditch. These Banks and Ditch con- 
stituted the sole defences of this part of the borough from the Mill River 
to the South Gates, broken about midway by a postern gate and short 
curtain of stone and brick, to which no reference is made in the accounts 
after Edward III.'s time. It remained, however, as late as 1800, in a 
ruined state, and was then piQled down. It was known as the "Old 
Gannock Gate " and the '' South Gannock Gate." A drawing from a 
sketch made in 1800 is in Mr. Dawson Turner's Collection at the British 
Museum, a reproduction of which I here insert. 

The main entrance to the borough from the South is by the South Gates. 
Originally there was a drawbridge here, defended by a wooden Bretask or 
tower, the South Bretask of the early Chamberlain's Accounts. This last 
was replaced by a more substantial structure in Edward III.'s time, which 

• 

was largely repaired in the 3rd and 4th Henry V., to which reparation the 
Trinity Guild contributed the stone of the old Lady Chapel of St. Nicholas, 
then in course of rebuilding. This was in turn rebuilt in 1437, and it has 
been erroneously supposed that the present structure was of that date. It 
appears that this did not last a himdred years, for in the Hall Book of the 
29th October, 12th Henry VIII. (1520), is the foUowing entry :— " This 
day an Indenture is sealed, bearing date same day, between the Mayor 
and Burgesses and Nicholas Harmer, of East Dereham, in Norfolk, and 
Thomas Harmer, of Borwell, in Norfolk, freemasons, for making the South 
Gates of South Lynn, namely with the seal of the office of Mayor, so that 
the same be finished about the 21st of September next following." 

So that the present G^tes are of the date of 1620, and a very handsome 
specimen of the defensive architecture of the period. The drawbridge is 
gone, but the circular holes through which the chains suspending it passed 
are still apparent on the face of the wall and turrets. The side arches are. 
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of course, of modern construction, and by no means ornamental. Tliey do 
not appear in Richards* plate in 1812. 

With' the survey of 1577 is a quantity of curious information about the 
names of the Streets, the Stone Sluices, or Clowes, as they are called in 
Lynn, the Common Privies, &c. 

The only other Document I need here allude to is a paper book of seven- 
teen leaves, containing in the first part a copy of the " Composicio Lennae," 
which I have noticed in my observations on the Tolbooth Papers, and the 
second part being a copy of a dragge or survey of the manor of (Jaywood 
of the 2nd Henry VIII. This copy was made about the time of James I., 
and affords much curious information about the lands abutting on the 
North and East sides of the town. 

ENROLMENTS.— THE RED REGISTER. 

Of Enrolments and Books of Entry there is no very extensive collection. 
The first volume recorded in the Repertory is by far the most valuable. 
It stands almost alone. There is only a parchment roll of WilLs, enrolled 
from the 8th to the 22nd Richard IL, approaching it in date. This volume 
is known as the ^' Red Register,'' and is a paper book commenced in the 
reign of Edward IL as a Register of Deeds and Wills. It is written on 
paper of a thick and coarse nature, having no '^ water mark," and is one of 
the earliest paper books now to be found. It consists of 188 leaves. 

The first entry upon it is the Will of Peter de Thomden, Burgess of 
Lynn, dated 1309 ; and this and all the other Wills and Deeds enrolled 
relate to tenements or rents within the borough. 

The enrolment of the Wills rarely contained anything else but the devise 
of the tenements or rents. A few, and but very few, complete Wills are 
given. Each entry terminates with a record of the proof of the Will 
before the Ordinary, and this is followed by an approval in the following 
form: — "This Testament was approved before us, John de Cokesford, 
Mayor of Lynn, after the examination of Henry de Betele, Ralph Wake, 
and Thomas de Catfield, heretofore by the community of Lynn deputed ; 
and proclamation was made in the Guildhall for three days as the manner 
is, and there is no impediment to the same Testament ; and on the 11th 
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Febraary, in the year of Our Lord 1339, is sealed with the seal of the office 
of the Mayor, to the said Testament hanging and patent.'* 

In my notes on the Guildhall Eecords is an appointment of Examiners 
of Wills of the 46th Edward III. 

Among the testators are the names of many of those who took a leading 
part in the town affairs, — ^Walsokens, Rightwises, Burghards, Bitterings, 
Braunch, AtteLathe, &c. 

One testator is worthy of especial mention for the peculiarity of his name, 
" William Bywesthalfthewater," — Ist Edward II., fo. 6. It is difficult to 
guess how such a name came into existence. An equal difficulty may 
occur about William Wrongnose, who is mentioned in John* Lambert's 
Will, fo. 42, and many other strange appellations; but to match a 
name comprising a whole sentence we must come to Puritan times. 
William Bywesthalfthewater had children who are mentioned in the 
Will, but to him or them I have met with no other reference here or 
elsewhere. 

The first 114 leaves contain chiefly enrolments of Deeds and Wills. 
There are a few other matters, as proofs of age, ordinances, armour lent to 
ships, &c. 

At page 51 is a proof of heirship to one of the Lindsay family, once 
possessed of considerable property in Lynn, and the case is conducted in so 
regular a manner as to give a very favourable impression of the court : — 

" Examination and proof made before William de Secheford, Mayor of 
Lynn, the Friday in the feast of St. Matthew the Apostle, 9th Edward III., 
upon the sex and kindred of Eatherine, daughter and heir of William de 
lindesay, sometime Burgess of Lynn, deceased, and late the wife of 
Nicholas, the son of John Page, of Norwich, concerning tenements in 
Lynn, which the said Nicholas held for the term of his life, together with 
other tenements elsewhere; and what heir or what heirs of the said 
Katherine may be or are next entitled through her to all and singular the 
premises. 

" Thomas de Lindesay, of the age of 80 years, sworn and examined, said 

on his oath that John de Lindesey and Bobert de Lindesey were brothers, 
8 
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of one father and one mother, of whom they were heirs as appears below : 

T^v« j^ T \ /Of John de L. wu WlUiam, son and heir ; Of William, Eatherine, who last held, and who 

jonndeii. i ^^^^ J died without heirt of her body . 

/ \ Of BobtdeL., Geoffrey, aon and heir; Of Geoffrey | Katheiine | as one heir. 

(joan ) 
Of Alice, Alan, son of John de Colne, who now claims. 
Of Eatherine, Joan, wife of John Gilling, of Wisbech, who now claims. 
Of Joan, Katiierine, who now claims to^sther with the said Alan and Joan. 
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" The said Thomas de lindesey being further asked of what age the said 
Alan, Joan and Katherine now are, say they are of sufficient foil age. 
Required how and in what manner he knew they should be the true heirs 
of the said Slatherine, he returned answer that one Cecily, grandmother of 
the said Thomas, was the sister of the said John and Kobert de Lindesey, 
and they were bom at Sutton Mareys, in Lyndeseye, and John dwelt in 
Lynn, from whom came the aforesaid William, of William, Elatherine ; 
and Bobert, the other brother, dwelt at Wisbech, from whom came same 
Alan, Joan and Eatherine. And asked if any other had right to claim by 
descent to the said tenements, of which said Eatherine died seized, he said 
certainly not. 

'* John de Colne, of Wisbech, Mher of the said Alan, another witness, 
sworn and diligently examined. Asked whether the aforesaid was true, 
said that he married Alice, daughter of Gteoffrey, son of Bobert de Lyndesey, 
who told him the aforesaid. And also asked if there were any other heirs 
of the said Eatherine, he said certainly not." 

On 58 and 63 are long lists of armour furnished the ships, which, with 
the notices on the Chamberlain's Accounts, furnish a very good idea of the 
mode of getting up a fleet in those days. The lists give the names of 
contributors and what armour they supplied, and in some cases there is a 
note of the return of it. That at fo. 68 is headed : — 

<< Memorandum that our Lord the Eing sent his Writ to John Ferbroun, 
Admiral of the North Meet, to choose 40 ships of war to sail in his service 
to Scotland, against his enemies, in the 1st year of his reign ; and the 
Admiral chose for such service to be got ready by the town of Lynn, the 
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sHp of Bichard de Fakenham and Oeofifrey Drew, called the Eatherine, 
which was freighted by the community of Lynn for a mark weekly. And 
the said King gave for wages for 30 men in the same 3d. a day, and the 
master and constable 6d. a day, and began their wages the 3rd of June in 
the same year, and the community found for them the arms under written, 
for which the community is held to answer for the price of the same to the 
persons under written, firom whom the same are taken.'* 

*' John Sefoul, one pair of plates of iron, value 18d. Beceiyed back. 

'' Adam de Trunch, one pair of plates with yisor (?), one haqueton, one 
basinet with yentrail, one pair of iron gauntlets, value 20s. Beceived back.'* 
&c., &c., &c., a closely written list of a page and a half. The array mtist 
have been a motley one. 

The list at fo. 63 is headed :— 

<* Memorandum that iFriday in Pentecost, 7th Edward III., collection 
made of armour for a ship sent to the King to Scotland, by virtue of his 
Writ, by William Jay, William de Hoo, John de Wesenham, Alan Spirling, 
John de Someresham and John de Cavendish. 

^' Adam de Walsoken brought one pair of plates value 10s., haqueton 6s., 
basinet with ventrail 6s. 

<< Thomas de Eransham brought one pair of plates of horn value 8s. He 
is paid. 

«< Humfrey de Wiken one haubergion value 4s., one haqueton 2s., one 
pair of gauntlets 8d., basinet with ventraul. Beceived haqueton back. 

^' William de Blakene one pair of plates 4s. 

*' Bobert del Chapel one haqueton value 40d." &c., &o., &c. 

Then follows a similar lengthy list of contributions. The value of a 
springald is given at p. 23 : — 

" Memorandum that Thomas de Melchebum received of the community 
one springald for his ship called the Mawdelyn, to be restored at the neict 
return of his ship, or 80s. for the same." 

There is a curious notice in a Will of a presentation to a chapel in St. 
Margaret's church : — 

'' Bartholomew de Belvaco," 8th Bichard II., ^' devises to BichemAn his 
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wife his donation or presentation to the chapel of SL Michael within St. 
Margaret's church." — fo. 16. 

As TO THE EeFAIBS OP THE BbIDOE AT SoUTH GaTES. 

" Memorandum — The Jurors hefore the Justices in the last Itinerary said 
on their oaths that all towns between South Lynn and Castleacre, and 
between Castleacre and Stoke Ferry, and between Stoke Ferry and 
Fordham, and between Fordham and Watlington, and between TTatlington 
and Setch Bridge, and between Setch Bridge and the Drawbridge of South 
Lynn, ought to be and are charged with the repair of the bridge of the 
South Bretask of South Lynn for the length of three rods, viz. from the 
draught to the Common Way towards the South to the width of fourteen 
feet at least, and the community of Lynn are charged and ought to repair 
the said bridge from the draught to the ground to the North for the width 
aforesaid." Undated, but about 18 Edward II. — ^fo. 31. 

The Pillory. 

'^ And afterwards it was considered what should be done with a certain 
man in prison who maliciously permitted the salt water to enter into the 
Common Ditch, and it was agreed that he should be placed on the pillory 
on Tuesday in the market, and afterwards should abjure the town." — ^fo. 90. 

A FEW Notes PEoai Wills. 

William de Bittering, 46th Edward III., desires his body to be buried in 
the choir of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the church of St.' Nicholas ; gives 
an annuity of 20s. to his daughter Catherine, a nun of Carrow ; makes 
Juliana his wife tenant for life of his real estate, with remainder to his 
son John. 

John de Spalding, same year, directs his body to be buried in the church 
of the Friars Preachers, before the image of St. John the Baptist. 

Eichard Eightwise, 1371, to be buried in the church of St. Nicholas, 
Lynn, within the chapel of St. Peter, in the same church. — ^fo. 112. 

Thomas Eightwise, junior, 1365, to be buried in the chapel of St. 
fldmund, in the said church of St. Nicholas. — ^fo. 112. 
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The largest number of Wills enrolled in any one year was in 1349, the 
plague year, when 17 were enrolled. 

Froceedinos op the Community. 

I have said that this volume was commenced as a Begister for Deeds 
and Wills, but some time after, in the 16th Edward III., some notes were 
made at the end of it, at fo. 184, of the proceedings of the community, 
elections, admissions, &c., and went on to the end, at that time apparently 
because no volume was ready to receive the minutes separately. They 
went back in this volume a few pages to page 176, and again went on to 
179 ; they then went farther back to page 170, and filled up the inter- 
vening pages to 176 ; again they went back to 136, and again filled up all 
the pages to 170 ; then going back to 120, with the same result, and to 
115, when, having again filled up the space between that page and 120, 
they seem to have procured another book for the purpose. 

During the whole of the period thus strangely recorded, from the 16th 
Edward III. to the 19th Bichard II., the elections of Mayors and Burgesses 
to Parliament, and of other officers, are duly recorded, and the admissions 
of Burgesses, but the entry of other matters is by no means full. In the 
midst of these proceedings is the record of a very singular affair, which has 
not before been noticed. It relates to the efforts made to procure the 
privileges of baptism and marriage to the chapel of St. Nicholas ; and the 
way in which the ecclesiastical authorities and the Burgesses combined to 
shelve a Papal Bull forms a very excellent example of ''how not 
to do it." 

The record commences by stating that, at the supplication of one Sir 
John Peye, chaplain, at the special request and charges of certain men of 
Lynn, as alleged, certain privileges for sacraments of baptism and matri- 
mony, and for purification of women after childbirth, were granted by 
Pope Urban YI., but not inimically to the mother church of the same 
town, on account whereof discard arose. 

Whereupon the following Letter Patent was sealed with the Common 
Seal, and another Letter Close to Sir Adam de Eston, monk, of Norwich, 
sealed with the Mayor's seal, the tenor of which follows : — 
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'* To all faithful people, &c., the Mayor and Community of Lynn send 
greeting/' [It then recites the Bull, dated at ^' Sta. Maria Transtiburina, 
the 5th of the nones of October, in the first year of our pontificate," and 
that on the 30th December, before nine of the clock in the morning, in the 
chapel of the Prior of Lynn, the same Bull was read in the presence of the 
Community, by John Lombe, Master of Arts, Licenciate of Civil Law.] 

" John Lombe, * organ * of Balph de Martham, monk of Norwich, and 
prior of the church of Saint Margaret, Lynn, here present, and John de 
Brunham, Mayor of Lynn, Thomas de Botekesham, Alderman, and other 
Burgesses of Lynn, also here present, in my name and in the names of all 
and singular the aforesaid, before you, John de Elmyngton, notary public, 
and other trustworthy witnesses here present," certifies the reading of the 
same Bull, and that he had returned the same to Peye, who had ascertamed 
in their presence that the same was uninjured. In witness, &c., the 28th 
February, 1378. 

The Letter Close is to desire Sir Adam to do his best endeavours to 
restore peace among them. 

The follow three separate Lists of Burgesses, the first being headed : 
'^ Names of the Burgesses in Guildhall, the Monday before Ash Wednesday, 
consenting to the sealing of a certain Letter Patent under the Conmion 
Seal, directed to the Court of Bome, for resisting privilege of baptism, &c., 
conceded to the chapel of St. Nicholas, of which the tenor appears on the 
other side." 

John de Brunham, Mayor," and 78 others. 

Names of the Burgesses who were severally examined before the Mayor 
in Guildhall, upon the production of the Bull for the within written 
privileges, by Sir John Peye, in the church of St. Mai^;aret, and they said 
that the same Bull, so by him produced, was delivered to him again in the 
same church, entire and uninjured and not in any way violcUed or 
corrupted.** 

" John de Brunham, Mayor," (and 81 others). 

" Names of the Burgesses who consented to the sealing of a certain 
Letter of the Community, the tenor of which follows " — (the Letter Close). 
*^ All were interrogated whether they desired the privileges contained in a 
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certain Bull should be adminiBtered ; but they, considering the same 
would be to the prejudice of the church of St. Margaret, renounced such 
privileges," (To this 76 names.) 

It will be observed that very great pains are taken to show that the 
utmost possible reverence had been paid to the Bull, and that it did not 
receive, in passing through any of their hands, the smallest injury; 
everything, in feict, done but what was required by it. 

There is no doubt this opposition was effectual. There was no font at 
St. Nicholas's for many years ; not until long after the B/cformation. 

The person to whom the Corporation addressed itself was a man of note. 
Sir Adam de Eston, monk of Norwich, was known as the " Norwich 
Cardinal,'' and then resident at Bome, where he had great influence until 
shortly after this time, when the Pope, taking a dislike to him on account 
of his supposed fistvour to his adversary, Clement YII., imprisoned him, 
and he only escaped the '' sack," which closed the career of seven other 
cardinals in like disfavour, through the intercession of Bichard II. He 
died in 1404. 

A few other notes of the contents of this volume, and I must turn to 
other subjects. 

Among the officers elected every year was the Bedeman, or I should 
perhaps say that an officer so called was elected on some of the yearly 
elections. 

In the 6th year of Bichard II. — *' And as Bedeman Thomas Bellman." 
7th year — '' And as Bedeman Thomas Bedeman." But in the 5th year it 
stands — '^ Thomas de Sutton as Keeper of the Bell." Thomas de Sutton, 
Thomas Bellman and Thomas Bedeman were all the same person. The 
Bellman was called Bedeman from going about with the Bede Boll (see 
my notes on the Guilds). 

^* Norff : Memorandum that the Bailiffs and Community of the town 
of Lynn have supplicated for £650 4s. for the costs and expenses by them 
incurred for ships of the same town prepared for the passage of the King 
and others to parts beyond sea, in his 14th year, contained in the account 
of the 18th year, Hilary Term, and also contained in the King's account 
for his 14th year."— 26th Edward ni.— fo. 172. 
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60th Edward III. In the time of Houton. '' The same day it is ordained 
by the Mayor, Aldermen and Community that if any one may be sum* 
moned by the Common Sergeant to come before the said Mayor and Com- 
munily, he shall come before 9 stniok by the ' clokke ' of the church of St« 
Margaret annexed, imder a penalty of 4d., to be paid to the use of the said 
Community/* Ac. — ^p, 159. 

With the Eed Begister all of particular interest in this division ends. 

The parchment KoU of Testaments from 8th to 22nd Richard II. con* 
iains some names of note, — ^Frenge, Grantham, Ingruth, Couteshale, 
Clerk, Dokking and Bharington, but I have nothing further to say 
about them. 

The Enrolments of Deeds begin again with a parchmeDt volume rescued 
£rom a dark closet in the Justice Boom^ commencing with tiie 13th Eliza* 
beth, and ending in the 11th James. There i^ then a blank till 1640j 
when, with soine defidencies, the enrolments continue to 1760. 

There are four large volumes containing copies of Deeds, Charters, 
Cases, &c. ; the first two made by Mr. Underwood about the middle of the 
last century and purchased by the Corporation in 1767, and the last two 
by subsequent Town Clerks. The contents are fully given in the Repertory, 
and need not be further referred to here. 

Of the Town Revenue Accounts those of the Chamberlaias are the first 
in point of date and of importance. They commence with the Parchment 
Bolls of the 1st and 2nd Edward III., and of this reign 33 Rolls are to be 
found, but of Richard II. there are only seven ; and of Henry lY., Y. and 
YI. still greater deficiencies exist. Of the long reign of Henry YI. there 
are but four years in existence. Still, with these drawbacks, much valuable 
information is derivable from them, and it is no mean boast that these of 
Lynn have served to correct the errors of historians. 

QUEEN ISABELLA. 

The Rolls of Edward III. are of especial interest, as they include the 

period of the residence of Queen Isabella at Castle Rising, and it is with 

respect to her that these Rolls famish evidence which has led to a revision 

of the historical accounts in very importimt particulars. 
9 
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One of our latest historians, Miss Strickland, in her lives of the Queens 
of England, says that " Castle Rising was the place where Isabella, the 
mother of Edward III., spent the long years of her widowhood," and that 
she was, after Mortimer's death on the 29th November, 1330, " shut up " 
in the castle of Bising, " where she spent the last 27 years of her life in 
obscurity." Miss Strickland further says that, in 1332, according to the 
Lynn ^Records (which afford the only evidence of the fact), she paid a visit 
to Walsingham, but that subsequently she remained at Rising, and died 
there in August, 1358, aged 63 years. She adds that she chose the Grey 
Eriars, London, as her burial place, where Mortimer had been buried 28 
years before (evidently inferring she did so on that account), and that the 
King gave her a ** pompous funeral." 

Now these Chamberlains' Accounts first gave the clue which, followed 
up, led to the discovery that most of this was false ; and it seems extra- 
ordinary that Miss Strickland, having avowedly obtained pne correction 
from this source, did not, with her usual acumen and diligence, follow up 
the inquiry. 

In 1849, a society of which I was secretary visited Lynn, and Mr. Alan 
Swatman pointed out to us several entries in these accounts shewing that 
Isabella had entertained the King and other distinguished visitors at 
Rising ; that she had travelled to other parts of the kingdom, once to 
London ; that she had also been to Northamption, Walsingham and 
Langley ; and he added that, although it appeared she had been at Rising 
the year before her death for a short visit, there was no trace on the 
accounts of any funeral preparations or expenses incurred about them, and 
it therefore seemed improbable she could have died at Rising. 

Having this information before me, I subsequently communicated with 
Sir Francis Palgrave, who caused a search to be made in the Record Oflioe 
at the Rolls, then in his charge as Deputy Keeper, and he speedily furnished 
me with a mass of evidence from thence, shewing constant dealings in the 
shape of exchanges and sales of portions of the possessions and revenues 
she had been said to have been deprived of ; that she visited the King at 
Christmas, a month after Mortimer's death, going from Berkhampstead, 
where she then was, to Windsor ; that she was residing at Fontefract in 
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1338 ; that ia 1344 she was at Norwich at a grand entertainment to the 
Xing and Court there ; that in the following year she was at Hertford 
Castle, which helonged to her; and finally, from the inquisition post 
mortem in the 32nd of Edward's reign, shewing the finding of the jury that 
she died on the 22nd of August in that year, at her castle of Hertford. 

I published these results in the fourth yolume of the Norfolk Archaeology, 
with some additional information I had obtained from other sources ; and 
very shortly afterwards my friend Mr. Bond, the present Keeper of 
Manuscripts at the British Museum, shewed me a manuscript volume, 
shrivelled up to a fourth of its original size by the fire in which so many 
of the treasures of the Cottonian Library perished. Mr. Bond had with 
infinite care and pains restored the volume to a legible condition* This 
volume was no other than the Household Book of Queen Isabella, from 
October, 1367, to her death, in August, 1368, during all which time she 
was at Hertford Castle ; and the entries are continued until the breaking 
up of the establishment, in December, 1368. In the margin of the book 
are inserted the names of the guests who dined with her each day ; indeed, 
for that year, an account could be furnished, not only of the guests each 
day, but what they had at each meal. Among the guests the most con- 
stant were the daughter and grandson of Mortimer, together with many 
Frenchmen and other strangers. Payments are there for couriers to and 
from the French Court, shewing considerable interference by her in state 
affairs. At last, in February, 1368, medical attendance was required for 
her. In the beginning of August several night journeys were made to 
London for medicines for her ; and on the 20th Master Simon de Bredon 
was sunmioned to see her state, and her daughter the Countess de Warenne 
also ; and on the 22nd she died. 

She was buried at the Grey Friars, Newgate, it is true ; but Mortimer's 
body had been removed to Wigmore the year after his execution ; and, as 
the Letters Patent authorising the removal are in existence, we learn from 
them that he was not buried at all at the Orey Friars, London, but at the 
Grey Friars, Coventry. The insinuation, therefore, that she desired to be 
buried at the Grey Friars, Newgate, because Mortimer's body lay there, 
was utterly groimdless. 
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If Mr. Swatman had not ferreted oxA the little bits of detail team: these 
accoTints, the graye errors with req>ect to Isabella's life and death would 
for many years have remained nnchallenged. and we should still hare had 
Isabella's imprisonment at Bising^ shorn of wealth and Mends*— the 
powerful Queen dying at length where she had so long Uved a prisoner— 
serving now and for many a long year ''to point a moral and adorn a. tale." 

As these items of account ha^e nerer been sepacaiiely giTen^ I think it as 
well I should here extract th^ou 

6th and 6th Edward III. 
21d. paid for skeps and sacks for the Queen. 
2s. for carters for carting for the Queen. 
2s. 8d. for expenses of the steward' of the Queen. 

The same answer for 20s. given for bread sent to Isabellai, the Queen 
Dowager, when she went to Walsingham. 

Also for £4 3s. 4d. paid for a ton of wine sent at the same time ; also 
for 4iOs. paid for oats, 78s. 6d. for a piece of wax sent at same time ; also 
for the carriage 3s. 

Also for 3s. 4d. for the carters and Ss. 7d. for other servants of the Queen. 

7th and 8th Edward III. 

£6 6s. 8d. paid to Adam de Walsoken for two barrels of sturgeons sent 
the King. 

£4 2s. 6d. paid Geoffrey de KetelstoQ for falcons sent to the King. 

47s. paid Eobert de Butley for a ton of wine sent to the King. 

26d. for expenses of the larderer of the King. 

3s. 4d. to Bdlph de Say, King's messenger. 

16d. for carriage of bread and wine to Terrington. 

25d. for carriage of presents for the Queen to Bising. 

for a hackney to Bising (part of a sum of 21d. for whidi other 
matters included.) 

3s. 4d. given to Queen's carters. 

4s. 
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6s. 8d. to two messengers of the "King; 

4s. to two Queen's mess^igers. 

2s. for carriage of presents to the Queen. 

88. 6d. fbr diyers expenses about the household of the Sang and Queen. 

£6 Os. 2d. paid for meat and swans sent the Queen. 

8th and 9th Edward III. 
Also 12s. paid to Edmimd de Bilney for sent to the Queen. 

36s. 6d. for the expenses of the King and Queen when they crossed the 
water, by the hands of Laurence de Fordham and Reginald de Sisteme. 
16e» paid WiUiam de Snoring for wine for the King and Queen. 
12d. paid for shoeing the King's horses. 

9th and 10th Edward III. 
£29 16s. 4d. giyen knights, yalets, esquires, and other servants of the 
King. 
40s. 2d. paid for presents to the Queen Dowager. 
4s. paid for expenses of the Queen's cooks. 

nth and 12th Edward III. 
8d. for the carriage of a barrel of sturgeons sent to the Queen at Rising. 
24s. paid for sturgeons and eels sent to the Dowager Queen, and 13d. 
for carriage of same. 
55s. for a barrel of sturgeon sent to the Queen Dowager. 

12th and 13th Edward ILL. 
13s. 4d. for wine sent to the Queen. 
2s. paid for beer for the men of the Queen at the Friars Minors. 

13th and 14th Edward III. 
9s. 6d. for expenses of diyers messengers to Rising. 
9d. for wine giyen the esquire of the Lord Walter de Cheshunt. 
9d. for leading three horses to Rising. 

10s. 2d. for wine to sergeants at arms and others in the timA the King 
passed through Lynn. 
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14tli and 15th Edward III. 

85s. paid Henry de Ounton for wine sent to Queen Isabella in the time 
of John de Cokesford (the year before). 

Also 100s. given the Baron de Stafford, steward of the King, (and many 
other of the King's household at Langley). 

Also 3s. 4d. given the servants of Queen Isabella there. 

20s. to the servants of Walter de Cheshunt. 

40s. given John le Charrer, and 23d. to his servants. 

17th and 18th Edward III. 

Presents to the \ £9 18s. lOd. paid for meat sent to Queen Isabella. 

King and Queen, / £3 16s. Id. in presents to the King's servants at 

with money > Thomdenes, on the coming of the King to Bising. 
given the King's V Also 100s. for two falcons sent to the King at the 
servants. / same time. 

6s. 8d. to John de Windsor, King's usher, same time. 

4s. 7d. given the keeper of the King's palfreys, 

8s. given for glove with falcon for the King, 

3s. 4d. given servants of the King in charge of carriages. 

7s. given to William Fox and his companion, King's messengers. 

3d. for leading a horse for Merlin, King's messenger, to Easing, and 12d. 
to Wm. de Lakenham for carrying a falcon there. 

3s. l^d. in presents sent Sir William Story, knight, and Sichard de 
Couteshale, Serjeants at arms of the King, at the same time. 

7s. 2d. for wine and spices for the servants of the Queen at the Friars ; 
also 22s. 6d. in entertaining the servants of the King in Lent. 

20th and 21st Edward III. 
4s. 3d. messengers and minstrels of Queen Isabella. 
£9 4s. in presents sent to Queen Isabella. 
2s. 6d. for wine for the Queen's waiting maid. 

22nd and 23rd Edward III. 
£9 3s. 2d. for wheat, oats and eels sent to the Queen. 
9s. 6d. to messengers at the time the King was at Bising. 
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26th and 26tli Edward III. 

£9 12s. 9d. paid for a pipe of wine and a barrel of sturgeons sent to our 
Lady Isabella, Queen of England, and for money paid to John the Butler, 
and for carriage of the same presents to Bising. 

12s. giyen John de Windsor and other servants of the King when they 
were at Basing. 

2s. giyen to a messenger searching for a horse at Bising. 

40d. given to the porter of Bising and his companion coming for horses 
for King's use. 

lid. given to messengers seeking horses for the King's use. 

20d. given to King's servants coming for horses for the King, and 4s. lid. 
for the expenses of same horses. 

28th and 29th Edward III. 

Presents sent to ^ £4 16s. l^d. paid for 103 quarters and 11 lbs. of 
the Lady Isabella, > wax sent to Queen Isabella. Also £6 10s. for two 
Queen of England, j barrels of sturgeons sent same time. Also 17^. 
carriage of the same barrels and wax. 

Also 20s. paid for two tercelets given to Perote de , servant of 

same Queen. 

29th and 30th Edward III. 
£5 10s. paid for two barrels .of sturgeons sent to Isabella, Queen of 
England. 
£6 paid for herring sent at same time. 
4s. 8d. for carriage of same. 

31st and 32nd Edward III. 

Also 3s. 4d. paid for wine sent to the steward of the Lady Isabella, 
Queen of England. 

And that is the last item I meet with, and shews that she was not at 
Bising at the time. 

As Mr. Swatman said, no notice whatever appears of her death or funeral, 
of which there could hardly have failed to be some notice on the roll for 
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the 32nd year, had she -died at Rising. I failed to find the ground for the 
statement that she visited Northampton; bat from the Patent Bolk I 
found she was at her castle of Pontefract in the 12th Edward III. ; that 
she was certainly at a grand entertainment to the King and Ck>iirt at 
Norwich, in the 19th year ; and in the Angost of that year was residing 
at Hertford castle. So that her long imprisonment at Rising is an 
idle tale. 

OTHER HISTORICAL REFERENCES. 

After this it is hardly necessary to say more about the value of these 
Chamberlains' Accounts, but I would mention one other example of their 
use which occurred to me. 

Richards, in his History of Lynn, vol. i., p. 865, published a number of 
letters from a manuscript yolume of extracts from Corporation Documents, 
the originals of which are not now to be foimd. These letters are of the 
time of Henry IV. and Henry Y., and chiefly relate to the contentions 
then going on in the town for greater power for the Burgesses, and on 
which some observations wiU be found in my remarks on the OuUdhall 
Rolls. In one of these letters, which is addressed by Thomas Hunt, the 
Mayor, to the Sheriff of Norfolk, in 1416, he offers as a present to the 
Sheriff a young he-bear, *' which," says Richards, " seems a queer 
circumstance." And indeed so queer a circumstance it seemed to me 
that I felt rather disposed to doubt the authenticity of the whole corres- 
pondence, especially as I had not then seen among the mass of presents in 
the accounts any similar one ; but fortunately, on turning to the account 
for the 3rd and 4th Henry Y ., I found a payment ** for the carriage of a 
little bear to London, sent by the Mayor to John Spenser, Sheriff of 
Norfolk, 6s. lid." There can be no doubt this is the present mentioned 
in the letter ; and I hope, should it ever be determined to publish any of 
the Corporation documents in extenso, these yery curious letters will not 
be lost sight of, and rescued from the mass of dreary dogmatism which 
Richards supposed was history. 

There is scarcely a subject to be touched upon in this report which does 
not receive some confirmation or illustration from these accounts. It is 
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very desirable, if the whole body of accounts could not be published, that 
they should be carefully gone over, and copious extracts made. Frequently 
circumstances of interest are alluded to> and in so cursory a manner that it 
is necessary to look further to find out what is meant. 

What, it will be asked, does an entry on the S/oU of 6th and 6th Edward 
III. mean : — " 23s. paid to John de Swerdeston for keeping Alexander Siffe 
in the church of St. Nicholas, by order of the Mayor." It appears else- 
where that this Alexander Siffe took sanctuary in St. Nicholas, and 
Swerdeston was appointed to watch and prerent his escape until he had 
abjured the realm. 

2s. was paid in the same year for carrying water to what is there called 
" the great fire." 

I subjoin a few extracts on various matters. 

7th and 8th Edward III. 

14d. for mending an iron barrel. This was one of the barrels or kettles 
by which the water was raised at Kettle Mills. 

3s. 4d. given for the common garderobe. In the Survey Book of 1577 
seven conamon privies are named in difierent parts of Lynn. 

2s. 6d. for cloth for the skrene. This was the scrinium, screen, or 
treasury chest, the top of which was used as a counter for the receipt of 
money by the Chamberlains, being covered with green cloth for the 
purpose. 

12d. to Hugh le Bowyer for correcting the springald. Lynn only seemed 
to possess one at that time, which was placed at East Gates. 

2s. 6d. to Hugh Waldeyn for piloting a ship of Newcastle to the sea. 

9th and 10th Edward III. 

Ss.. to the scabines of the Trinity Guild for the repair of the West 
Bretask. This was somewhere by the river, for a Watergate is subse- 
quently mentioned as adjoining it. 

98. for lampreys and sturgeons for the Sherijf of Norfolk. 

4d. for mending iron barrels. Again for Kettle Mills. 

£36 5s. expenses of ships in the service of the King. 
10 
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£36 4s. sent for them to the Orwell by the hands of Walter de Ixworth. 
These expenses were now for seyeral years yery considerable. 

10th and 11th Edward III. 

£9 6s. 8d. for two gerfalcons bought for the King. An enormous sum 
in those days. 

7s. 6d. for jesses, caparisons and *' turres '' for same. 

38s. to Benedict de Biri for keeping same. 

16s. Id. to Thomas Clerk at Norwich, for allowance of the Charters by 
the Justices of Trailbaston. 

2s. for watching a boat on the water. 

4d. for making firehooks and carrying same. Another fire, for which 
there is a further outlay. 

8s. 4d. for making and carrying firehooks and ladders to the fire. It is 
to be hoped some of them were made before they were required for use. 

3s. for mending Watergate at West Bretask. 

20s. to John de Geywode for deed of the bounds of the North Close. 

3s. for timber for the North Tower. 

£16 16s. Id. wages of men in three ships in the King's service, namely, 
the Cog, the St. Mary Cog, and the Eatherine. 

£66 3s. for wages of men in seren ships in the King's service, the 
Elatherine, the Bose, the St. Mary Cog, another Katherme^ the Ma^aret, 
the Welfare, and the Cog John. 

£16 for arms bought for France. 

£51 4s. 7d. for clay, grayel and spades and ditchers' wages for the 
defences about the walls of the community. 

65s. lOd. for payement in the common market. 

11th and 12th Edward III. 
13s. 4d. for the keepers of the King's Mcons. 
4s. to Benedict de Byri for keepiag the gerfalcon. 
3s. 5d. to the Sheriff of Norfolk for the chattels of a felon, JohnTheys, hung. 
£27 9s. lid. for the sluice at the North Close. Minute details of the 
work, extending over fifteen weeks. 
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16s. 8d. for 10 qtiarters of oats sent to the Bishop, 88s. for two carcases 
of beef, three pigs and three calves, and 13s. for six herons and six bustards 
also sent him. 

£56 Ss. expenses of ten ships, and £9 IBs. to three ships in the King's 
service. 

12th and 13th Edward III. 

Ss. 4d. to Walter Scheder for making a hanaper to place the Great 
Charter in. Their own from King John was no doubt the Great Charter 
here mentioned. 

£78 6s. 9^d. expenses of five ships in the King's service for three months 
the Grace Dieu, Kobert Free master, with 36 mariners, £15 19s. Id. 
the Goodyear, Walter Brekheved master, with 30 men, £13 18s. 6d 

the Elatherine, master, with 36 men, £16 10s. lOd. ; the 

Cog John, Thomas Bobyn master, with 36 men, £17; the Margaret, 
master, with 30 men, £14 18s. 4t^ 

Another ship, EZatherine, had 60 men, with £60 2s. 9d. wages for 
three months. 

Bobert de Morley, the Admiral, paid Lynn a visit ; the Community gave 
him £10, and also gave presents to his son, his knights, esquires, clerks, 
butlers, pantlers, chamberlains, archers, coachmen and palfrey men. 
No one who had anything to do with him in the remotest way but had a 
present ; and the account closes with 36s. 8d. the price of a falcon given 
to Sir Edmund de Gunville, being with the Admiral at his coming. 

The expenses of fortifying the town included £17 15s. lOJd. for making 
fourteen springalds ; £10 14s. 3^d. for quarrels for them ; £6 12s. 4}d. 
for timber to the North Tower ; £8 5s. 8^. for timber to East G^tes ; 
£43 5s. 4d. for making and mending the Clay WaUs ; 5s. 3d. for grate 
for East Gate. 

13th and 14th Edward III. 
Divers expenses at the time of the King's passage through the town. 
22s. for stone and repairs to East G^te. 
3s. 6d. for stone bought for making pavement in lane in Briggate leading 
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to the common privy. One of these public conyeniences was situate 
between St. Margaret's church and the river, and called Ledenhall. 

5s. 8d. for a hurdle bought for the safety of East Gates. 

33s. 4d. delivered to Sichard de Skyron for his expenses to London on 
the coming of the King from over sea. 

60s. given to Oeo£Prey de Brousyard for his assistance in arranging 
concord between the Queen and the Community. 

4s. to Simon de Lexham for his expenses to Thomage to have conference 
with the Bishop upon the ecclesiastical liberty of the town of Lynn. 

17s. Id. paid for makinp; a day wall at the back of Barker's Meet. 

14th and 15th Edward III. 

A considerable number of presents to steward, esquires, chamberlains, &c., 
of the King. 

12d. paid Walter de Castre for binding a " ketel." This explains pre- 
vious entries, and shews that this and the earlier repairs were for the works 
at Kettle Mills. See my note on same in " Surveys." 

A large outlay this year for provisioning the fleet. 

17th and 18th Edward III. 
14d. for Holy Bread to the Vicar of All Saints. 
Chattels of felons and outlaws paid over to '* Bichard de Westburgh." 

20th and 21st Edward III. 

Gifts to no less than 27 King's messengers, and 15 in the succeeding year. 

2^d. for vatts placed in St. Margaret's church. 

£21 18s. for conveyance of men at arms to Sandwich. 

Expenses paid to masters of ships at *' le Hogges.'' Qy. the Hogue ? 

26s. 3d. in expenses of Bobert de Cokesford at London about the burial 
of Thomas de Folsham. 

£10 given John Howard, knight, because 20 men at arms of Lynn came 
not into the King's service. 

2s. 3d. for making a pit in St. James's cemetery. 
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23rd and 24th Edward III. 
83s. 4d. for bread, wine, oaia, eels and toilks sent to Sir John de Beau- 
champ, Admiral. 

25th and 26th Edward III. 

4s. paid to Edmund Belleyettere, a balance of an old debt for a 
certain belL 

4s. allowed Muriel de Swerdestone for woodj namely 24 *' lytholt/' lying 
in ditch in Tuesday Market place. 

27th and 28th Edward III. 

12d. paid for wine in the beginning of the year when the Mayor and 
honest men of Lynn went to present the Mayor at Gaywood. 

£6 13s. 4d. for a ton of wine, £3 3s. 4d. for lampreys, £4 18s. 3d. for a 
piece of wax sent to the Bishop. 

28th and 29th Edward III. 
12d. for a tree and placing the same at the G^annock Gate (as a post) to 
preyent the passage of horses. 
4s. 2d. for mending the dam and filling up the hole in the arch at Gannock. 

29th and 30th Edward UI. 

£20 sent as a present to Fhilippa, Queen of England. £10 to her son, 
and £6 6s. for a piece of wax sent her. 

53s. 4d. paid William de Swanton, Mayor, for his horse giyen to the 
said Queen. 

40s. to her steward and 3s. 4d. to her messenger. 

2s. for a sword bought and given to a certain minstrel of the Queen, 
namely to a certain *' Harand." 

2d. for ferrying the Queen's horses at Cowgate. 

£38 12s. O^d. for armour, bows, arrows, cloth for the archers and 
men at arms, and other expenses to and at Berwick, in the service 
of the King. 

£126 18s. 8^d. paid for repairs on account of a great flood. 
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30th and 31st Edward III. 

Among the receipts for this year 12d. was for tiles of the Bretask sold. 
Which, is not said. 

2d. paid for ferriage of horses taken for the King's use. 

2s. for a tree placed in Jews' lane (as a post). 

10s. paid to John Bolwere for hell of the Bedesman. The Bellman of 
the town was also called the Bedesman, hecause he read oyer the Bede 
Boll of the Guilds at their anniversaries. 

6s. 6d. to a King's Serjeant at arms on his coming for horses for the 
King's use, and for stahling and other expenses. 

A large numher of additional expenses for anchors, windlasses, spars, 
ropes, pulleys, timher, &c., on account of the flood. 

£3 16s. to John Schilling for damage to his quay from the flood. 

31st and 32nd Edward III. 

£4 Is. 6d. paid for expenses ahout the flood, namely for repairing 
the " Dokke." 

£7 13s. for repairing South Gates, namely for timher, hoards, nails, iron 
spars, and freight of same and gravel, and wages of carpenters and smiths. 

34th and 35th Edward III. 

26s. 8d. to the Queen's treasurer, 6s. 8d. to the avenor, 3s. 4d. to his 
servant, 6s. 8d. to the suh-avenor, 6d. to his hoy, and 20d. for wine 
expended on them. 

lis. 6d. for six carcases of veal, 14s. 6d. for six carcases of mutton, and 
48s. for three carcases of heef, sent to the Queen at Snettiaham, with 
38. lOd. for carriage there. 

53s. 4d. for oats for the Queen, 6s. for defective measure, 4d. for carriage 
to Snettisham, and 12d. to the carter. 

£8 13s. 4d. for a ton of wine sent to the Queen, and 2s. 3d. for canvass 
to cover the carcases* 

£3 to Bichard de Houton for 20 quarters of oats sent to the Prince, and 
£17 6s. 8d. for two tons of wine sent to the Prince. 

20s. to John de Bakton, the Prince's messenger. 
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35th and 36th Edward III. 

3s. paid for wine given at the tarem to Sir Hugh^de Hastings when he 
came to Lynn to arrange for the *' justes.'' 

£8 10s. paid for wine sent to the chief men of the '* justes/' namely 
those who were in it. This is the only record of this tournament. 

10s. for a marhle cross hought and placed on the causeway of Mawdelyn, 
and for repairing and placing same, for notice of division hetween the liberty 
of Lynn and Ckiywood. 

36th and 37th Edward IIL 
5d. paid for ale at the East G^tes when the Mayor and chief men of 
Lynn went to Graywood. 
£10 delivered to Thomas Drewe, Mayor, for repairing the North Tower. 

38th and 39th Edward III. 
2s. paid for a stulp bought for Gannock Gate (a post). 

39th and 40th Edward III. 

42s. for herons sent the Duke of Lancaster, and £4 3s. 6^. for oats. 

About £60 expended about making a new well and repairing the old 
(not said where). One item is 6s. 8d. to Thomas Kybous for tunic and 
instruments lost in the old well. 

41st and 42nd Edward III. 
£21 12s. 8d. paid for horses sent to the Duke of Lancaster ; saddles, 
housings, surcingles, girths, buckles for the same; and for bread and 
money given the men who had care of them ; and for the expenses of the 
Mayor and John de Brunham ; and numerous other small expenses sending 
them to Walsingham. 

43rd and 44th Edward III. ' 
10s. to the King's minstrels. 
20s. to his juggler. 

12d. to the waferer of the Earl of Suffolk. 
3s. 4d. to two gyttemers. 
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44tli and 45th Edward III. 

89s. 8d. for wine, bustards, herons and oats presented to John Nevile^ 
Admiral. 

8d. paid for boats carrying William Berard. the Mayor, and others, to 
the stakes placed in the Great Biiver. So that it seems they had the 
survey of the water and inspection of fishermen before the Charter of 
Henry VIII. 

£4 given to John de Bemey and Edmund Gumay, Justices of the Peace, 
and for the array of men at arms. 

20d. given a minstrel and dancer (tripudiator) in the Eeast of Nativity ; 
3d. for playing on the first of May. 

8s. 4d. given to messenger who brought King's writ for proclaiming 
peace between us and Fknders. 

5s. for paling next the common chamber (privy) next Stonebrigg. 

46th and 46th Edward III. 

A great collection of a moiety of the chattels of all the Guilds of Lynn, 
granted in the Guildhall, to make the ditches and amend defects about the 
town defences. 

The sum received in this year was £158 3s. 5d. ; and in the following 
one £9 Is. 7d. arrears were paid. The number of Guilds recorded is 88. 
The names as they occur in the account of receipts are as follows : — 



1. Ascension of Our Lord 

2. St. Nicholas 

3. St. James 

4. St. Lawrence 

5. Purification of Yii^in 

6. St. Peter 

7. St. John 

8. St. John Baptist 

9. Translation of St. Thomas 

10. St. Stephen 

11. St. Bartholomew 



12. St. Edmund the King 

13. St. Giles 

14. St. Margaret 

15. Assumption of Virgin 

16. St. Katherine 

17. St. Christopher 

18. Nativity of the Virgin 

19. St. Martin 

20. St. Anne 

21. St. Mary Magdalen 

22. St. John Lateran 
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23. St. Helen 


31. 


24. Epiphany 


32. 


25. Trinity 


33. 


26. Corpus Christi 


34. 


27. St. Laud 


35. 


28. St. Andrew 


36. 


29. St. Michael 


37. 


30. St. Peter and St. Paul 


38. 



St. Etheldreda 
St. ApoUonia 
Annimdatloii of Virgin 
St. Leonard 
Holy Cross 

Eesurrection of Our Lord 
St. Thomas the Martyr 
St. Paul 



CD 



Of the large amount raised, the great guild of the Holy Trinity only 
contributed £2 lOs. : but £5 is accounted for in the same account as the 
donation of that Ouild for repairing St. Margaret's conduit. The largest 
amount paid was by the OuUd of the Ascension, £27 ; next to that is St. 
Peter for £19 ; St. John Baptist contributes £16 9s. lOd. ; St. Mary 
Magdalen £12 lis.; St. Margaret £10 166. 2d.; and Assumption of 
Virgin £10 12s. 2d. 

The particulars of the outlay are complete :— 

£ s d 

Timber and board 21 8 6 

Cement, plaster of paris, sand, &c 5 13 10 

Stone and tile 9 5 

Iron and smith's work « • 14 11 1 

Lead, rosin, oil, " powder " 1201b8. at 4d. the lb 7 5 8 

A springald making « «. 9 14 5 

Carpenters and sawyers « • • 16 14 2 

Masons and tilers •••• 14 15 1 

Ditchers 42 11 2 

Porterage 9 8 

«v %JlMlXXix9...... ... ......... ...... ••• ••• ••• ...... ».g ••••••••«' V XO Xv 



£143 9 



11 
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The conduit cost £4 13s. 5d. There was a balance of money, £15 6s. 2d., 
left in hand, and various timber, iron, &c., all which was laid out with the 
arrears in the next year. 

There is not, that I am aware of, any other complete list of the Guilds 
of Lynn to be found. 

46th and 47th Edward III. 

7s. 8d. for eight gallons of white and red wine presented to the Duke of 
Brittany when he came here. 

3s. 4d. for ferrying his horses over the Great Biver. 

20d. for If gallons of red wine expended with him at West Lynn. 

2s. for repairing and gilding the Bailiff's mace. 

£15 14s. 8d. expenses of Mayor and 12 Burgesses and servants, journey 
to London and remaining there^ one time for seven weeks, another time for 
three weeks, treating with the Coimcil of the Prince and excusing the 
Community from divers crimes maliciously laid to their charge; and 
4s. 8d. expenses of Adam Clerk, riding to Norwich and Hoxne with the 
Mayor's letter to the Lord William de Swynfleet on the dose of the 
negotiation ; 6s. 8d. to a certain clerk called Baron and his associates, 
Clerks of the Council of the said Prince, for their advice and writing about 
the fine for the Tolbooth. 

£133 6s. 8d. gift to the Lord Prince for having his lordship in the same 
again. And £4 13s. 4d. for a pipe of red wine given to the Lord William 
de Swyneflete for his aid given to the Community with the Counsel of the 
Prince in the Treaty aforesaid. 

With the other ports of the kingdom, Lyim had to build and equip a 
*^ barge" for the King. The outlay in full detail is given in the Account. 
I add a very few of the more curious items. 

John de Combes and six other carpenters working four days in the 
chamel upon the building of the ** caban." 

4s. 7d. to Thomas de Moordon and Thomas atte Green, expenses of 
riding along the sea coast to Blakeney for carpenters for the said barge. 

£6 lOs. for 200 ells of canvass bought in London for sail of the same, 
and £8 4s. O^d. for 264 ells bought oi various persons in Lyim. 
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3s. 9d. for 6 ells of white linen cloth for ^* stareamers and fane." 6s. for 
painting fane and streamer. 

56s. 8d. for 60 oars bought of John Couper of Pufieet, and 16 short oars 
at Sd. each. 

24s. for 13 bows and 12 garbs of arrows, with a box and lock to same. 
22d. for 6 dozen bow staves. 

13s. for 39 tables of "popular" bought of John Wyth to make 39 
shields. 3s. 2d. for horse leather for binding the same shields. 26s. Sd. to 
Thomas Payntour for painting barge and shields in their proper colours. 

32s. 6d. for 16 yards of white and red doth for hoods for 60 mariners of 
same barge, and 2s given by order of the Mayor for drink to the said 
mariners when they worked on their hoods in the Guild Hall. 

3s. 4d. given them to drink when the barge first went through the port 
of Lynn. 

The total cost of the barge this year was £256 lis. 6d. 

47th and 48th Edward III. 

£14 16s. 3d. was received for the share of the Prince for the Tolbooth, 
as well on the screen as for Tronage, Lovecop and Measurage for the time 
of this account, and £8 6s. 8d. was paid to the Prince for rent of same. 

£46 158. 4d. more laid out about the barge, of which 6s. 8d. expenses of 
Thomas Drewe, junior, and two others, for going by the sea coast to arrest 
mariners for the barge, together with charges of three horses, and 2d. paid 
for a boat in the port to divers ships for arresting mariners for the barge. 
(A regular Press Gang.) 

6s. paid Thomas Botekesham for eighteen pieces of wood for the castle at 
the stem of the barge. 

4s. 6d. to Eobert Couteshale for 2 spars for rails to the same castle. 

Obtaining staple of wool this year, cost £106 17s. 4d. 

49th and 60th Edward III. 

26s. lOd. for wine sent to the Bishop of Norwich when he was at the 
Priory in Lynn. 

Ss. 9|d. paid for wine consumed the day the Mayor *' made his promise " 
at Gaywoode. 
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After all the expenses about the barge, it seems to have been laid up this 
year, and all the fittings carried to and placed in the Guildhall vaults. At 
the foot of the account is a very long list of these things. 

£11 13s. 4d. paid to the Prince for his part of the Tolbooth rent to Easter, 
and £13 6s. 8d. to Michaelmas. 

50th Edwajrd III. and 1st Eichard II. 

9d. for a Writ of Inquisition about repair of bridge beyond the drawbridge. 
That is, at South G^tes. 

3s. 4d. paid to Thomas Durant, one of the Glerks of the Exchequer of 
the Eong, for searching Itinerary of Norfolk, in the time of King Edward 
III., as to who should repair and sustain bridge beyond drawbridge. 

Again the barge has £104 9s. 6d. laid out upon it. 

4s. Id. for wine sent to Michael de la Pole, Admiral. 

A suit between the town and the Bishop, the costs of which are very 
heavy. £318 15s. 3d. paid to the Queen mother and to lords and others 
for aid of the town. £116 9s. 9d. for expenses of the Mayor and other 
leading men going to London before the Coundl ** on suggestion of Henry 
Bishop of Norwich for an alleged trespass/' 

13s. 5d. paid for a wax candle of 211bs. offered in the church of the 
Holy Trinity of Norwich, for ending discord between the Bishop and 
Community. 

The whole amount expended in this matter, which is referred to in my 
remarks upon the Sword, was £516 6s. 5^., including the candle and 
its carriage to Norwich* 

Haying gone through the Bolls for the reign of Edward III., taking a 
few of the miscellaneous entries and omitting nearly all the charges for 
legal proceedings and disputes, and entries which are aUuded to elsewhere, 
I have occupied nevertheless so much space that my farther extracts must 
be very small. 

3rd and 4th Henry IV. 
13s. 4d. paid William Erl for 20 gallons of wine given the Lord Henry 
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Percy and Lord de la Ware, being at Lynn in '4e Crete." And 26s. 8d. 
paid Henry Deye for 40 gallons of wine. And Ts. for pike, mullet and 
other fish bought for them. And 12d. given to their minstrels by order of 
the Mayor. And 4s. 8d. for capons, bustards and herons for them. 
And 4s. 6d. paid for boat hire to convey their horses to the number of 107 
twice across the great river. And 58. for sailing in the Haven three times. 

The Lord Henry Percy had just been to Norwich borrowing money for the 
l?ing, and making arrangements for defence against the Scots and French. 

In the 4th Henry IV. we come upon another matter of importance. 

" The Bishop of Bangor at Lynn, sailed upon the river to see the Bishop's 
Stathe, was treated at the town's charge with a gallon of red wine.'* 

The Bishop, it appears from the Issue BoU of the Exchequer for that 
year, was upon his way to Sweden, whither he went to treat for a marriage 
between Henry Prince of Wales (afterwards Henry Y.) and the daughter 
of the Queen of Sweden, Norway and Denmark. He took ship at Lynn, 
and the money for wages, passage and repassage was provided by the 
Mayor, Bailiffs and honest men of Lyim. He had, it seems, another 
matter to attend to, — ^to see and report on the state of the Bishop's Stathe 
at Lyim, about which an action had been brought by the Mayor and 
Burgesses in the preceding year against the Bishop. The Corporation, 
however, did not entirely rely on their action, for they petitioned the King 
and his Council ; and the King wrote to Bishop Spencer to attend the 
Council on the subject. The Bishop excused himself on the ground that 
he was on his Visitation, and the case went on and was not terminated 
until the 10th Henry Y. Incidentally we learn that the port was in a very 
bad state ; before the breaking of the Stathe it was 28 feet deep, and at 
the time of the action only 6 feet ! 

In the next account I extract from we come upon a still more distin- 
guished man than these latter. 

11th Henry IV. 
lis. lid. paid to the hostier of John Loveday, spurrier, for com and hay 
for the horses of the Lord Thomas Beaufort^ by order of the Mayor. 
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And 13s. did. paid to William Wyld, watchman of Lynn, for the time of 
this accomit. 

Also John Wesenham aocomits for the expenses of the Lord Chancellor 

of England dining with John Brandon, Mayor, according to the custom of 

the Community, with their assent and for the honour of the town, this year, 

namely, on St. Eatherine's day, as in the particulars of John Brandon, Mayor. 

£ s d 
Bread bought 3 6 

Eight gallons of Rhine wine 8 

Nine gallons of Bed wine 6' 

Two gallons of Malvoiaie and one gallon of Bumney... 4 

One barrel of ale 3 4 

Salt lings 8 

Sahnon 10 

A sturgeon 2 6 

One trout 8 

White and red herring 10 

Three lampreys 1 10 

Eight pounds of almonds 2 

Vinegar to make syrup for pears 1 

Powdered sugar, cinnamon, doves 3 

Beef and mutton 3 2 

Two swans 4 8 

Six capons 1 10 

Two curlews and one pheasant 2 

Woodcocks and plovers 2 

Ducks (three) 9 

Gteese and pigs 2 4 

Six couple of rabbits 3 

250 astell wood for fuel 2 6 

Rice i 3 

One gallon of wine given the cook and officers of the lord 8 

Half a himdrod wardens bought^ 4 

The entertainment cost altogether £3 2 

^ These were ier?ed in syrnp oompoied of linegiuri powdered sqgar, cianamon and oIoTeL 
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6s. 8d. given the minstrel of John, son of the Xing, 

8s. 4d. given to the minstrels of Thomas Duke of Lancaster, son of the 
King, 

4s. for four gallons of red wine and one gallon of malvoisy given Lord 
Zouch. 

3s. 8d. for red wine to the Constable of Basing Castle and other honour* 
able men with him at Lyim the day of perambulation. 

4s. 8d. for four gallons of red wine and one of malvoisy given the Lord 
de Boos the same day. 

4s. 8d. for wine given Sir Thomas de Erpingham the last time he was at 
Lyim. 

6s. 8d. given Nicholas Mandit, King's sergeant at arms, coming to pro- 
claim peace. 

6s. 8d. to John Topclyf, King's sergeant at arms, coming to proclaim 
peace on Palm Sunday. 

9d. paid for a gallon and a pint of red wine given to the Lady de Beau- 
fort to drink at Hardwick on her coming to Lynn. 

9d. paid by order of the Mayor for one gallon and one pint of red wine 
given to the same lady to drink when fishing at Bawsey pond ; and the 
like at Blackburgh hill when riding to Wirmegay. 

2s. for three gallons of wine when the same lady came to Lynn to see 
the play, by order of the Mayor. 

This I have no doubt was the Corpus Christi play to which allusion is 
occasionally made in these accounts. 

The accounts of the legal expenses incurred in G^yon's time in the 
contest about his second election, in the 14th Henry lY., form a very long 
roll, and detail the various proceedings with great minuteness. The total 
cost appears to have been about £80. 

23rd and 24th Henry VI. 

Paid the expenses of William Hardy and Martin Wright riding to 
Bougham to William Yelverton to have his advice about the man in the 
church of St. Margaret, who afterwards abjured the realm. 

One of the few cases about sanctuary appearing in the Town Becords. 
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13s. 4id. paid by order of the Mayor to John Homset^ painter, for lending 
divers vestments and ornaments for the play on the day of the Nativity of 
our Lord, shewn before the Mayor and Council, &c. 

7s. for supper at St. George's Hall when the Lady Bardolf gave the 
Mayor and Council *^ a buk.'' 

6s. 5^d. paid to John Newham, — Passelew and St^hen Fayntour, 
painters, for preparing divers vestments and ornaments for the play before 
the Jjord de Scales, in the time of the Nativity of our Lord. 

18d. paid to Martin Skyimer for his expenses at the same time. 

20d. paid to John Clerk at St. Nicholas, and *- Gilbert, singing in the 
same play, performing Mary aud Gabriel. 

20d. paid William Barbour, in the Grassmarket, and Eichard Comber, 
performing in the same play before the said lord. 

2s. for tjie expenses of Edward Skarlet same time. • 

2s. paid to John Martin, son of Martin Skinner, same time. 

13s. 4d. to Martin Wright Skinner for the purchase of divers ornaments 
for the play before the Lord Scales. 

13s. 4d. paid to same Martin Wright Skynner for of divers orna- 

ments and vestments for the play before the Lord de Scales, in the Nativity, 
shewn by the Mayor and CoTmcU. 

6s. 8d. paid by order of Mayor for the charges of the horses for the cart, 
with the costs of the breakfast of the carters at Middleton, in the time of 
the play before the Lord de Scales there. 

Prom this last item it seems that the Mayor and Community took the 
players on a cart and exhibited this play (doubtless of the Nativity of our 
Lord) on Christmas day, 23rd Henry YI., in the court yard at Middleton. 

31st and 32nd Henry VI. 

2d. paid for wax hanging on the tower. 

And they sought allowance for 268. 6d. for rent of a tenement in Dam- 
gate which John Houghton late held, for that a certain Bobert Smith 
inhabited the same and asserted to the Mayor that the Community owed 
him the amount for making the ** gonnes." 
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35th and 36th Henry VI. 

18d. paid for a certain light by the Mayor and Commnnity hnng before 
the " Jesyn " in the church of St. Margaret for three quarters of a year. 

Paid for lighting the same for three quarters of a year, 3d. 

Paid for oats and provender for the horses at the Bull when the Lord 
de Scales examined Master William Leech and " le Pelour '* there. 

5th and 6th Edward IV. 

Also for four couple of spars bought for the " Jesyne " for the procession 
in the feast of Corpus Christi, 16d. 

Also for nails for the same, 3d. !For two tables for the same, 6d. To a 
carpenter for making and repairing the same " Gesyn," lOd. 

More about this " Gesyn " will be found in my notes on Ancient Deeds. 

35th and 36th Henry VIII. 

Eeceived of Master Thomas Walter for the banks called the Gallow Hille 
for ferme, 3s. 4d. 

1558. Paid the 8th day of April to Thomas Claboume's wife for the 
Bowde of [with ?] Mary and John for Saint Margaret's church, 42s. 

Paid to the churchwardens of St. Margaret's for the behoof thereof, £3 15s. 

1584-5. Item paid more for certain charges in setting up four boothes at 
the Town Walls for the relief of some infected people this year, £5 8s. 

1585. Paid to Bobert Forlam for devising and making the ** cucking 
stole," and for carrying it into the Common Staithe yard and setting it up 
there in order, with ironwork, 12s. 9d. 

1629. Instruments to prevent casualty of fire. Item one crowe of iron 
and four other great cromes of iron. There is in Trinity Hall 22 leather 
buckets. 

1630. Paid to a poor woman, one Smith's wife, whose son had the king's 
evil, to bear his charges to London, by the appointment of the house, 10s. 

1760. To William Mixson for planting and fencing the Mill hill, £2 19s. 

„ Cross wettings. Paid to John Norris.for wine at the cross, £2. 

Bobert Fysh, £2 ; Eliz. Speed, 16s. 8d. ; William Bowers, 17s. 2d. John 

Morris, 19s. ; John lither for beer, 10s. ; John Bagge, £1 10s. 
12 
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1761. William Mixson, Esq., allowed by order of Hall for the fences 
that fence in the trees upon the banks upon and near the Bed Mount, £7 lis. 

I have not given these as the most interesting of the items in these 
Accounts. They were simply extracts taken from time to time as oppor- 
tunity offered. A very large amount of interesting matter has been of 
necessity overlooked. 

TALLAGE ROLLS. 

The Tallage Bolls are the earliest Accounts of Beceipts. The first one is 
dated 20th Edward I., in the time of John de Tspania, Mayor. The head- 
ing gives the date of the assessment and the names of the assessors. Then 
follows a list of those assessed, with their respective assessments, arranged 
in Wards, headed by the name of the Constable of the Ward. 

They also record the Payments ; and in some cases the statement of the 
account involves some singular particulars. 

These Bolls also contain the first recorded admissions of Burgesses. The 
first person so recorded, in the 20th year, is Bobert de Lisgate, who was 
sworn by the Mayor, and paid immediately a fine of five shillings. This is 
not the regular amount ; some pay a mark, — ^two marks, — ^twenty shillings, 
but the most usual payment is half a mark. 

I subjoin a few extracts. 

20th Edward I. 

Master Andrew Cokus' payment condoned because " vir bonus." (This 
would scarcely be done now-a-days.) 

John de Beymes entered Burgessship Wednesday in the Vigil of St. 
Gregory the Pope, year 21, sworn before H. Mayor (Hugh de Massingham), 
paid immediately half a mark. 

But this half mark was allowed him for wine had of him at Michaelmas, 
in the time of the said Hugh Mayor, it appearing that so much wine was 
had of him. 

John de Bemey, 12s. Paid 2s. to John (the Mayor), but 10s. allowed 
him which he lent for Parliamentary wages and Scotch supplies. 
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Peter de Faimteneye, 6d. Sworn that lie had not 208. in goods. 

24th Edward I. J. de Merlowe, Mayor. 
Hamo de Matlaske, 12s. Paid H. 6s. Besidue released because his 
supertunie, taken from him, was stolen from the Chamberlains while in 
their custody. 

25th Edward I. Hugh de Massingham, Mayor. 

Ealph Sandy, 40s. He paid at the preparation for France, made at 
Ipswich, one mark. He paid H. 10s., also 16s. 8d., and thus the whole. 

Biichard de Toftes ') qq g j Allowed at the preparation at Ipswich 

Eustace de Toftes J * against Erance, 9s. 6d. in sacks and hair. 

Paid H. 20s., and lid., and so all. 

William de Est Wenyz, 20s. \ They paid, &c. Also they paid by allow- 

Boger Den, 10s. J ance 20s. to the ships in the first year of 

Hugh Mayor, whereof they produced a " tally." Also in four pair of hose 
taken of them by the same Hugh, 2s. 8d. 

Thomas de Burgh, 40s. ') Paid H. 25s. 5d. for *^ murage^^ allowed, &c. 

Nicholas with him, 4s. j 

Adam de Babingley, 6s. He is allowed a payment of 10s. made by him 
to Eichard de Spalding, by order of the Mayor, for herring taken by French 
sailors from the ship of the same Sichard on the sea in his voyage to 
Ipswich, and so the Community owe him 5s. 

Geofl&rey Trubbot, £6. Allowed him by the Mayor and Burgesses for 
meat given to the King, and sturgeon given to Sir W. de Carleton and 
Lord P. de WiUoughby, for Coket, and other negotiations for Community, 
£4 14s. 

Philip Trubbot, 2s. But in this Tallage and three preceding 9s. 9d. 
allowed him for three quarters of beef taken of him for the ships. 

B/ichard de Lodesham, goldsmith, entered Burgessship the Thursday 
after the Nativity of the Virgin, in the 25th year, and was sworn before 
Hugh Mayor, to keep indemnified the Mayor and Community, and keep 
the secrets of the Community; and he is fined two marks^ which he 
paid H. 
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26tli Edward I. Hugh de Massingham, Mayor. 

John, son of John Attewater, entered Burgessship the Friday after the 
close of Easter, in the 27th year, and was sworn to keep Community 
indemnified, and keep the secrets of the Community. He paid no fine, 
because he is the son of a Burgess^ but he is to be charged in the jxesi 
Tallage ; and he advanced 40d., which is to be allowed him in the next 
Tallage. (So that the sons of Preemen were as early as this date entitled 
to freedom without fine.) 

Beginald le Tavemer, £5. The same day he produced a certain tally by 
which the Community is bound to him in £15 8s., and the tally then 
broken. This Tallage and the two preceding Tallages remitted him by the 
Mayor, &c. 

Benedict de Wesenham, 2s. This Tallage and the preceding one allowed 
him for the rent of his house in which a timber Bretask was kept for a 
year and a half. 

Nicholas le Marshal, 4s. Allowed for keeping Bretask. 

Boger, sometime with W. de Lakenham, 10s. Paid H. half a mark. 
Did not pay more because the Community took in the time of H. two 
boards value 6s. for the South Sluice. 

Memorandum that on Wednesday in the Peast of the Translation of St. 
Thomas the Martyr, in the 27th year, before Thomas de Waynflete, then 
Mayor, John de Walsingham was excused before the whole Community 
for having accepted money of citizens of Norwich and other strangers 
forestalling tanned leather and skins, to the great damage of his neigh- 
bours being tanners, and of the whole Community. And the same John 
came and acknowledged the trespass, and pledged to the Community five 
tons of wine and his corporal oath that for the future he would not offend. 
Of which /(wr tons are returned to him. And he paid 15s. for the trespass. 
And shall pay 20s. if he does so again. And John de Suthstede, senior, 
Laurence de Weston, Hamon de Havelos and Kichard de Bukenham are 
pledges for him. (It does not, however, say what became of the ton of wine.) 

27th Edward I. J. de Merlowe, Mayor. 
John Wysdam, 20s. Paid 10s. to J., and the rest allowed him for the 
house in which the plasterer dwells, for the Wall. 
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Nicholas le Marshal, 4s. All allowed for keeping the East Gate of 
the town. 

Kichard de Docking, £4. He paid beyond the last Tallage ten shillings, 
for which the last Chamberlains are charged. Also paid J. 20s., and swore 
as to the residue that the Community then owed him £12 10s. 6d., and he 
then received his expenses to Kome. 

Kicher le Taverner, 2s. This Tallage is allowed him because he was 
attached in the presence of the King for wine required by the King's 
butler. 

Kichard Sanby, 6s. All this Tallage allowed him for a quarter of wheat 
the Bailiffs of the Tolbooth took of him for lufcoup for divers Burgesses. 

Master John, founder of the beUs, paid the Friday next before St. Mar- 
garet, to the subsidy of the Commimity, half a mark. 

Kobert de Swafham, mercer, entered Burgessship, and was sworn, and 
paid no fine because he was apprentice to Balph Sanby, and faithfully 
served his time, as Ralph attested before Community. 

Bicher de Castre, shoemaker, was convicted of making shoes of dog« 
leather, against the statutes of all good towns and burghs. Sworn, and 
fined 12d. 

28th Edward I. Jno. de Merlowe, Mayor. 

Simon de Lincoln, 2 marks. Lent 10s. to the ships for Scotland. 

Thomas de Waynflet, 1 mark. Paid J. 40d. and no more because he 
paid a monk of Durham 10s. lent to God&ey le Eraunceys for the use of 
Community at Newcastle on Tyne. 

John Oigge, 30s. Allowed 40d. for canvass for the barge. 

John Pye, fined 30d. for concealing strangers under his sail. 

Jordan le Yerrer, 5s. Paid 2s. 6d. to B;. Besidue allowed him for 
making glass window in south front of Hall. 

30th Edward I. John de Leycestre, Mayor. 
John de Welle, 15s. Community owed him for expenses of his ship 
Nicholas in the Bang's service by the King's order in Scotland, at Nativity 
of St. John Baptist the preceding year, £6. Wherefore allowed this and 
previous two Tallages. The Community still owing him 55s. 
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This is the kiad of account placed to sererai of the items. Many 
allowances are made for com and ale and other necessaries sent to the 
King in Scotland. 

I have, however, extracted sufficient to show that although the number 
of these Eolls is small they are of considerable value. 

A Roll of 13th Edward II. contains the levy for paying a portion of the 
monster fine recovered by Robert de Montalt of £6000, for instalments of 
which there are numerous receipts from the 7th to the 16th Edward II., 
with the Tolbooth papers. 

GUILDHAMi RECORDS. 

What are called Guildhall Records contain much of interest both of a 
local and general character. 

The first minutes of Guildhall Meetings are in the latter part of the Red 
Register, which I have noticed in my observations on the Enrolments, and 
I have here little further to say about those entries. There the Elections 
of Mayors are recorded from the 19th Edward III. to the 19th Richard II., 
the Admissions of Burgesses during the same time, together with a few of 
the Ordinances and other proceedings of the Hall Meetings. That another 
and fuller minute of these proceedings was kept appears plain by a solitary 
sheet of paper* containing "Acts of the Community," Michaehnas 
46 Edward III. to the following Michaelmas ; one of the entries on which 
relates to the Registering of WiUs : " Thomas de Bolekesham, John de 
Brunham, John de Dokkyng and Henry de Betele were elected to examine 
all the Wills which should be entered in the paper of the GuildhaU (clearly 
the Red Register), and without examination by them, three or two of 
them, no Will was to be enrolled in the said paper.** There are also 
several entries of fines for causing delays in Hall Meetings by non- 
attendance after " le clok " struck ten. 

The next documents in this series are a few Parchment Rolls of the time 
of Henry IV. and Henry V., containing full accoimts of the proceedings of 

* This sheet of paper is I believe of English manufacture, and has the same water mark as the Bed Book of Col • 
Chester of the same date. I have figged it aroone the Water Marks annexed to this Beport I do not oonsider the 
assertion of Caxton about Tate positive evidence that Tate was the first English maker. 
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the Hall Meetings, and of considerable interest. They hare been collected 
together with some pains, and some of them hare been mounted in leather 
covers. 

Those of the last year of Henry IV. and of Henry V.'s time are fuller in 
details than the others, and relate to a very stormy period of the Corporate 
history, a time when a great struggle was made by the Burgesses to obtain 
more power in the election of Mayor and other oi&cers, and at the same 
time the non-Burgesses also endeavoured to obtain some share in the 
choice of those officers, and in the government of the town, the levy of 
taxes, &c., in which they were encouraged by the malcontents of the 
Corporation. 

In a paper by Mr. Hudson Gumey, in the 24th volume of the 
ArchaBologia, the mode of election of Burgesses to Parliament from this 
borough is made the subject of comment, and Mr. Gumey remarked on 
the fact that they were elected by a jury of twelve of the Jurats and 
Council, and points out that a great deal of the Corporate business was 
done in the same way. The mode of choosing the Jury was usually for the 
Mayor to name two Jurats and two Councillors, who named four others, — 
two and two; and these eight chose four others, — two and two. The 
twelve being then sworn, chose the Burgesses of Parliament. His extracts 
from the Corporation Eecords are dated 14<32 and 1436. 

I have an extract of the Election for Parliament of the 47th Edward III., 
which gives the names of the Jurors, and states that they were duly sworn, 
but it does not give the mode of selection of the Jury, though they appear 
to consist of an equal number of Jurats and Councillors. I have, however, 
an extract from the Roll of the 1st Henry V., which does give the manner 
of selection. 

Assembly held 14th April, 1st Henry V. Rogef Galyon, Mayor. 

At which assembly Burgesses are named and elected for the Parliament 
to be held at Westminster in three weeks of Easter, by twelve Burgesses 
on oath made to the Mayor, according to^ the custom, of which twelve the 
Mayor named William Hunderpound, WiUiam Brycham, William Blakeney 
and Bartholomew Petipas, who named and called to them in the Council 
Chamber, according to the custom, John Wesenham, John Home, John 
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Warner and John Parmenter. Then B/ichard Denby, Bartholomew 
System, John Bueworth and Adam White, Burgesses, are called ; who, 
being sworn according to custom as above, elected and named the 
Burgesses to Parliament this turn, William Hallyate and Master John 
Bilney, from the more discreet Burgesses of the town of Lynn, as by the 
writ of our lord the King in that behalf directed, required and proyided. 
A copy whereof follows. 

Prom this it will be seen that it was at that date precisely the same 
manner of proceeding as in Mr. Gumey's later extracts. It does not 
record the fact of half the Jury being from the Jurats and half from the 
Common Council, but it does appear to be so on going over the names 
with the Corporation lists. 

But in those days the choice of Mayor and Officers was considered far 
more important than a Parliamentary election, and on this point the battle 
was waged in tha reigns of Henry IV. and Henry V. Por the election of 
Mayor, the Alderman of the Trinity Guild, who was always one of the 
Jurats, named the first four, and a stout fight was made to obtain the 
election of these by the Burgesses at large. The non-Burgesses, too, were 
anxious for a yoice in the matter. And to mark the excitement caused by 
these disputes, as many as 400 people were present on some of these 
occasions in the 13th Henry IV. and 1st Henry V, After some years of 
controyersy, much angry feeling, and a large expense in legal proceedings, 
matters settled down again into the old grooye. 

The Burgesses obtained their freedom at first by purchase, subsequently 
by seryitude and by patrimony ; of the last, howeyer, there is no notice in 
the books for some centuries, for although in the Bed Begister there is at 
fo. 124 an ordinance that '^ no son of a Burgess shall be free by patrimony 
unless bom in wedlock after his father's freedom," I find no admissions 
stated to haye been made on that account until 1663.* The town being 
subdiyided into nine Wards or Constabularies, as they were at first called, 
the Burgesses in each Constabulary eyery year elected three of their 
number, and these 27 formed the Common Council ; and they also, when- 
eyer one of the Jurats or 24 chief Burgesses died or resigned, met in the 

* I hare since writing this found one on the Talbge Bolls. See mj notes on those Bolls. 
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Constabulary or Ward to which the Jurat belonged, and elected one in his 
room. The Mayor was always selected from these Jurats. 

Every year, on St. John's Day, the whole body met, and the Jury of 
twelve, selected as I have stated, elected a new Mayor, to enter on the 
office at the following Michaelmas. 

As, however, the rights of the Bishop, as Lord of the Town, were reserved 
in all charters, there was yet another ceremony to go through beside taking 
the oath of office. He had to ride to Gaywood and obtain the approval of 
the Bishop or his steward. This was rather a sore point, and the Com- 
munity frequently kicked at it, but with no effect, for they were always 
defeated. 

The dependent position on the Bishop indicated by this proceeding was 
the cause of interminable disputes. He had his Leet, and he levied his 
fines and his tolls, and sometimes was disposed to act very strongly in 
asserting his rights, or supposed rights. The proceeding of Bishop Spencw 
about the Mace, which I have noticed in my observations on the Mayor's 
Sword, is one instance of it ; another occurred in the time of the notorious 
Bishop Nix, the ^^ Blind Bishop," recorded in the Hall Books of the 17th 
Henry VII : — 

" This day my lord Kichard Nixe, Bishop of Norwich, was in the Guild- 
hall, in the presence of all the Congregation, and demanded by what 
authority the Mayor occupied, and whose Mayor he is, and claimed the 
Mayor to be his Mayor, with many other questions, whereunto he was 
answered at the next term, and a fair recovery showed him of a Judgment 
given in the Common Fleas, the King being present, which Judgment 
wills that the burgh of Lynn may choose them a Mayor without any condi- 
tion of the said Bishop, as it appears by one part of the Indenture remain- 
ing in the Treasure house." 

But though it was perfectly true the Community might choose the Mayor, 
they certainly had from time immemorial to present him to the Bishop. 

Notwithstanding this dependent position, the Corporation had so much 

to do in providing the means for the defence of the kingdom, and were so 

frequently brought into contact with the King and his ministers, that they 

assumed in the early part of the fifteenth century very great importance. 
13 
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In the Bolls of Henry IV. and Henry V., the Mayor and Alderman of 
the Trinity Guild are always alluded to as those " most noble and venerable 
men " ; those of the Jurats who were Justices of the Peace are ** the noble 
men of the Bench " ; the Jurats are " the noble and venerable men of the 
twenty-four " ; and the Common Councillors " the wise and discreet 
Burgesses of the Common Council, or twenty-seven." 

As not unfrequently happens when men think and call themselves wise 
and discreet, they were engaged in desperate controversies, neither wise 
nor discreet, among themselves, and with a class alluded to for the first 
time in the Bolls of Henry IV. and Henry V., — the non-burgesses. 

Here is what took place on the election of a Mayor in the 7th year of 
Henry V : — 

Hall held the day of the Decollation of St. John the Baptist, 7th 
Henry V., Thomas Hunte, Mayor, Bobert de Brunham, Alderman of the 
Guild of, &c., Thomas Waterden, &c. 

First the Mayor caused a letter written in the mother tongue, under the 
seal of the Bishop of Norwich, addressed to the Mayor and Community of 
Lynn Bishop, containing the sentence and decree of the said Bishop, Lord 
of the said town of Lynn, to be read by the Common Clerk. 

The Mayor then inquired if there were any in the Hall but sworn 
Burgesses, and being answered by the Serjeants that there were not, the 
Mayor said : " Sires, it is not unbeknowen to you that this day is our day 
of election of our Mayor ; wil you precede to y** election ? " Answer 
generally : " Yes." 

And thereupon Bobert Brunham, Alderman of the Guild of the Holy 
fenity, nominated and called John Silesden, William Spyr, Henry Erl and 
Thomas Botekesham, and they are required to retire to the Council 
Chamber, which four on good deliberation called according to custom 
eight Burgesses, two and two, advisedly and discreetly, namely, John 
System, Thomas Gryme, Philip Erank, Bobert Narborough, William 
Waterden, John Alger, Hugh Cook and William Stile, according to the 
custom contained and written in the Bedbound Book, and according to 
use and custom remained in the said chamber from ten o'clock until four 
o'clock, when they returned into the Hall with a paper writing in their 
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hands with the namefi of those elected, which they delivered to the Common 
Clerk, who declared they had elected the noble and venerable man, John 
Wesenham, Merchant and Burgess, to be Mayor. Also they elected as 
Chamberlains, &c. (Then follows the election of other officers.) 

Memorandum — ^That although this election was made as before written, 
nevertheless Geoflfrey Bilneye, of the 27 discreet Burgesses of the Common 
Council, immediately after the Alderman of the Guild had nominated John 
Silesden and William Spyr, of the four persons by him named ex-officio, 

rose, saying : " Sir, we wold wyten be what autorite or ye clepe 

up four persons to make our Mayor ? " To whom the Mayor : " Sires, be 
vertue of our Chartre, and also of autorite of our holy fader my lord 
Bishop of Norwich, is sentence and decre comprehend in is Letter y* ye 
have herd here before you reed.** Which GeoflFrey sought view of the 
Letter, and it was delivered to liim. Then he said : " This Letter of my 
lord says his sentence and decre are conditionally made.*' And further the 
said Geoffrey sought view and hearing of the Charters of Privileges and 
Liberties to the Burgesses of Lynn granted by our lord the King and his 
progenitors. To whom the Mayor : " Sir, we charge and require yowe 
and comand yowe, on the Kynge's behalve and my lords of this franchise, 
hald yor pees, and desturb us ne lette us not of our actes ne of our election 
of our Meyre, for I do ye wel to weten y* I wil nothing do ne say agayne 
my lord juggement, decre, ne sentence, for thou west wel y* we alle not 
long agoon submitte us to stand to (h)is juggement, decrees and ordinances, 
and I wil never broke hem, savant my liegiance.'* These words being said, 
John Meriell, of the 27 discreet Burgesses of the Common Council, stood 
up and said : " Sires, what harm were it to us thof John Bucworth wer 
oure Meyre." Whereupon the said John Meriell left the Hall and many 
of the Burgesses his adherents with him. 

Memorandum — The before-named Geoffrey Bilneye said expressly to the 
noble and venerable Burgess, Thomas Hunte, Mayor, sitting in the tribunal 
of his office : *' You made a suggestion to my lord." And likewise Thomas 
Middleton said the same words, which the Mayor openly contradicted ; 
and afterwards the said Geoffrey said : " When our lord the King comes 
into England I will speak with him." 
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Upon which the noble and venerable man, Robert de Bininham, Alder- 
man of the Trinity Guild, said : " Above all things peace is good for you." 
To whom the said Geoffrey Bilney : '* We might have had peace and 
tranquillity in this town for a long time back if you had wished it, but you 
prevented it." All which words of the said Gteoffrey the said Alderman 
openly before the Mayor denied, saying peacefully: "This shall be 
amended." 

Whatever cause Bilney may have had for doubting the propriety of the 
mode of election, he certainly does not appear to have got up his case very 
well, and seemed more inclined to quibble than to fight a straightforward 
fight. He could not have expected the Mayor to consent to the production 
and reading of all the Charters, which would have occupied the rest of the 
day. At the same time it is amusing to observe how quickly the Mayor 
sheltered himself behind the decree of the Bishop, as it happened to be 
favourable to the course then taken. And the absurd way in which the 
" discreet Burgess," John Meriell, interposes his opinion of the harmless- 
ness of Buckworth for Mayor, who had never before been suggested, and 
then walks off with his party, is uncommonly like what has been seen and 
heard in corporate meetings of the nineteenth century. 

The speeches on this occasion give an idea of the style of debate at 
corporate meetings of the period. 

The retiring Mayor always made a valedictory address at the Michaelmas 
meeting. These addresses are usually given in the Henry Y . Bolls, and for 
years were most amusingly alike. Here is one by William Hunderpound 
on resigning his seat to the new elect on Michaelmas day 6th Henry Y : — 

'* Worshipful sirs, dear and entirely beloved friends and fellows, it is not 
unbeknowen to you at this time that I have been Mayor of this worthy and 
noble town and occupied the office and governance as my Lord God gave 
me grace the last year, and done my diligence with good heart, so God me 
save, for certainly I held me never able nor worthy therein, and so I said 
when I was chosen, for them that chose me might a done much better ; 
and therefore I thank all my peers and fellows for their information and 
Bupportation touching me and the office in my time." 
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I thought I had fallen on a valuahle collection of addresses, hut, lo 1 the 
next year I found Thomas Hunt addressing the Hall : " Dear sirs, and 
entirely heloved friends and fellows, it is not unbeknowen to you that this 
day twelvemonth I toke here my office of mayoralte," and so on, the only 
difference from the preceding one being that he adds a sort of apology for 
his shortcomings. 

Whether it was really the common mode of opening an address at the 
time, or the Town Clerk made use of a set form of words in the record, 
certain it is that almost every address commences with a reminder to the 
hearers that what the speaker is going to say is "not unbeknowen*' 
to them. 

It is a matter of considerable interest in these days, when the institution 
of the Jury is rather under a cloud, to observe how liarge a portion of 
the business of the Corporation was transacted by Juries elected in the 
same way as before described in reference to the election of Burgesses to 
Parliament. Not only were the officers of the Corporation so elected, 
but Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, the Headmen of the Leet, 
Deputations, &c. 

These Guildhall Kolls of Henry IV. and Henry V. are, as the preceding 
extracts will show, the most elaborate accounts of the proceedings of the 
Community of any period, considerably more than in the Hall Books, 
giving the discussions which took place on particular subjects, and, as has 
been seen already, the speeches made. 

The first of these Bolls where discussions are fully reported is of the 13th 
Henry IV., when Roger Galyon was Mayor, whose name deserves especial 
mention for the efforts he made at popularising the Community. The first 
meeting on this Boll is on the Eeast of tlie Decollation of St. John the 
Baptist, nearly at the end of Galyon's first year of office, when as usual 
the new Mayor should be elected to go into office on the Michaelmas 
following. At this time not only are Burgesses' names taken down by the 
Clerk, but those of non-Burgesses too, and more than a hundred are 
named as present at this meeting. Prom some cause or other, the person 
who usually named the four first electors, the Alderman of the Trinity 
Guild, was absent, as were those of the Great Jury, who when he was 
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absent usually officiated for him. In this emergency, Koger Ga^yon 
asked those who were present whether they would proceed with the 
election, which they declared themselves ready to do. And he then 
asked those present, who then amounted to 148, to name the first four 
electors, which they did ; these four named other four, and the eight the 
remaining four. The twelve were then sworn, and they elected Roger 
GkJyon himself a second time to the office. The Jurats afterwards moved 
the Privy Council on this irregular election, and an order was sent down 
to send up the Charters, but (as is said in an old note on the subject) 
" Galyon at his own charge bravely defended himself, and ruled like a 
Mayor indeed." 

These proceedings of course caused immense excitement, and as many as 
300 and 400 people were present at some of the Hall meetings this year. 

At the next meeting for election of Mayor, 400 were present ; and here 
again the Mayor continues the innovation he had begun in the previous 
year. Four Burgesses were called by the Mayor, and the words " and 
Community" are added above; and the Jury consulted nearly twelve 
hours — till ten o'clock at night — when they agreed on Bartholomew 
Petypas. 

During this time the election for Burgesses of Parliament proceeded in 
the usual way, the first four electors being named by the Mayor, no sort of 
objection being for some time taken to this mode of proceeding ; but later, 
in the 7th Henry V., it is recorded that after one of these elections, 
although the election was, as the Clerk describes it, " properly " made, 
Bobert Gile, Thomas Middleton, and others their adherents, charged and 
alleged that the election ought to be by the Community openly in Hall, for 
that they assessed and raised the expenses for the Burgesses to Parliament 
from the Community. To which the Mayor replied that he should proceed 
as in the exemplification enrolled in Chancery of the Lord Bishop, the 
Lord of Lynn, and that they should not disobey his decision in any way. 

In the course of disputes, in the 1st Henry Y., about the Bishop's Tolls, 
the Town Clerk and others were examined relative to a Charter by Henry 
le Despenser, Bishop of Norwich ; and the Town Clerk declared that he 
and others he named were in the cloister of the Augustine Friars, on the 
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north side, near the lavatory, and there John Telverton, then Bishop's 
Steward, showed him a Deed sealed by the Bishop and Chapter with the 
two seals ; but he could not remember the contents further than that they 
concerned the liberties of Lynn. John Spicer, whom he had named as one 
of those present, was then called, and he deposed to the same fact, and 
added that he took notice of the writing, and that hy it all the inhabitants 
of the parish of St. Margaret's, Lynn, ought to be quit of Toll, &c., and he 
thought it was in the Treasury ; and at length, after a long search, it was 
there found, with the Charter of King John, but there it is not now, 
although King John's Charter is. 

This entry has interest beyond the facts relating to the Charter, as it is 
almost the only description extant of any portion of the Augustine Priary, 
and shows that public business was conducted in those vaulted alleys 
supposed to be exclusively dedicated to the meditations of the Priars on 
matters of a far higher interest. 

A curious entry illustrates the position of the town with reference to the 
Coroner's Jurisdiction . On the Saturday before the Peast of St. Margaret, 
1st Henry V., it is recorded that an Inquisition was taken before Simon 
Baret and Edmund Oldball, County Justices, by the oaths of a Lynn jury, 
who say that John Ward fled to the chapel of St. Nicholas for safety of 
his life, without any known felony by him committed, and that he is a 
liege man, and of honest conversation, good fame, and they know of no 
charge against him. And by reason of the borough of Lynn being charged 
with the watch oij the body of the said John Ward lest he escaped,* this 
Inquest was taken and delivered by Justices of the County, because the 
see is vacant by the death of Alexander, late Bishop of Norwich, and the 
temporalities are in the King's hands, and no Commission of the Peace 
granted to the Burgesses of Lynn within the liberties. 

A number of the members of the Corporation are recorded on the same 
KoU as having been present in the Chapter House of the Augustine Priars 
to attest the release of claims by the executors of the late Bishop of 
Norwich. 

* Thii entry explains ft i item on the Chamberlain's accounts of 6 and 6 Edward III :•— **Paid 28s. to John dt 
Swodsstoa for watch on Alexander bifEb in St. Kieholas* chapt'L" Silfe was in sanotoarj. 
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On the Monday before the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Ist Henry V., 
it was reported that John Botiller, Esquire to Thomas Duke of Clarence, 
brother of the King, had been sent to the Mayor, and saluted him, and 
certified that the Duke and Duchess, with 300 horse, would be at Lynn 
that day to supper, and take up their abode at the Augustine Priars ; 
and a present of twenty pounds to the Duke and twenty marks to the 
Duchess was at once agreed on. On the Tuesday, the Community met in 
the morning at the Common Staithe, and it was agreed that all should 
assemble at three o'clock, in red gowns, at the chapel of St. Nicholas, and 
offer the same presents to the Duke and Duchess. And as there had been 
much quarrelling that year among Ihem, the Clerk goes on to say that 
every one after this proceeded to his home in the patience of Christ. 

In the 6th Henry V., a question was mooted as to the repair of the 
Gannock bridge against Ascension day, for the safety of the people, 
remembering that in the previous year the people going over it were in 
danger of drowning. This was the bridge at the head of the Mill fleet, 
next the Gannock gate, adjacent to the Long Walk. It was said the 
Bishop of Norwich ought to repair the bridge, as expressly mentioned in 
the Red Book in an Inquisition taken by Balph Urry, sometime Steward 
of the Bishop's liberties, to which the names of the inquest jury were 
appended. (This is not the Bed Register, which has nothing of the kind 
in it, but some other " Red Book.") 

This entry shows that the Gannock bridge is in the line of the old 
Perambulation Way, used on Ascension day for marking the boundary of 
the liberties. 

A curious entry, on the Wednesday before St. Peter in Chains, 7th 
Henry V., notes the urgent claim of one William de Herford for payment 
for four tons of wine presented to the Bishop at his installation at Norwich, 
and the settlement was much pressed, lest the matter '^ should reach the 
ear of the Bishop " 1 

It is well known that one of the ceremonies observed on the Mayor 
being sworn was that he should be presented to the Bishop or his represen- 
tative at Lynn or Gay wood, as I have before mentioned. In the note of 
this proceeding contained in the Roll for the 8th Henry Y.^ on the 
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entrance of John Spicer into office, it is recorded that on the Saturday 
following he was presented at Gaywood by William Paston, Steward of 
the Liberties of Lynn, to Thomas Derham, the Bishop's Steward of 
Gaywood, under the Oah^ and made his promise according to the ordinance 
contained in the Bedbound Book, in the Guildhall. (This, again, is not 
the Bed Begister, which has nothing of the sort in it.) 

But the Oak of Gaywood was an ancient tree, and was used as late as 
the 3rd Elizabeth for the Court of the Hundred of Freebridge. (Blomfield, 
vol. viii., p. S28.) 

Some of the most interesting entries on these Bolls relate to the part 
the town took in the loan to the hero of Agincourt, on the security of his 
crown jewels, of which the city of Norwich has usually assumed the whole 
credit. Unfortunately the Bolls for the 7th and 8th Henry Y. are lost, 
and therefore there is no record of the beginning of the proceedings ; and 
the first entry relating to it is that at a meeting held on St. Wynwald's 
day, 8th Henry Y., after the list of names of Jurats present, it is stated 
that Thomas Brygge, one of the Jurats, was . in London about the town 
negotiations, namely, the "jewel." 

On the following Wednesday he had returned, and a meeting was held, 

and he reported the result of the negotiations concerning the jewel of the 

King, " a circlet," pledged, and recited the sums advanced by each party, 

namely : the Mayor and Sheriffs of Norwich, 500 marks ; the Mayor and 

Community of Lynn Bishop, 400 marks ; William de Westacre (a Lynn 

man), £40; and William Walton (also of Lynn), £20; and Nicholas 

Sconset, 10 marks ; total, £800 (an error for 1000 marks), for which sum 

he said one gold circlet, garnished with 54 carbuncles, 40 sapphires, 

8 diamonds, and 47 great pearls, valued at £800 (this accounts for the 

previous error), was pledged, and that they of the city of Norwich and he 

had ridden to London to receive it. It further appears that none of the 

parties were at all anxious to make the advance; and the Mayor of 

Norwich spoke to the Bishop, to Sir John Erpingham, and John Wodehous, 

the King's Esquire at Norwich ; and that the Bishop stated to the Council 

the desire of both Corporations to be released from the advance. This, 

however, had no result ; and at this Hall three parties were elected to visit 
14 
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John Wodehous and see what could be done through him, and also to go 
to the Bishop, 

On the Monday after Palm Sunday, 9th Henry V., the deputation 
reported that they went to the Bishop, at his manor of Thorpe next 
Norwich; and, to be brief, no grace or help was to be got from him. 
He only said " he wished them joy of such suflBlcient security for money," 
and they were silent; but John Wodehous very honestly and wisely 
reasoned with the said Reverend Father, and declared the poverty of the 
town, but did not prevail ; and he pointed out that the money might be 
raised by chevancy, to be made by the Bishop's authority. This the 
Bishop at once refused. And it was clear that as to this circlet pledged to 
Norwich and Lynn he would not interpose one way or another. And 
thereupon Thomas Brygge reported to this Hall that the circlet is safe 
locked up at Norwich, and one key thereof at Lynn. 

The straits to which the King was put for money in his latter years 
almost passes belief ; and he seems about this time to have been rushing 
about from place to place for the sake of the money presents which were 
then a necessary consequence of the visit. 

The Community of Lynn had hardly got over their chagrin at being 
obliged to make the loan on the circlet, than they were informed the King 
was about to pay them a visit, which is recorded to have taken place on 
the 18th of April, 9th Henry V. ; and at the Augustine Friars he was 
waited on by the Corporation, who presented him with the " gift " they 
had hurriedly raised, amounting to over £150. 

That the fears of the lenders on the security of the "jewel " were not 
ill-founded appears from the result. It seems the succeeding monarch did 
not consider himself bound to make repayment ; and in the first Hall 
Book will be found the negotiations with the executors of Henry V., 
which ended in the town being obliged to sacrifice all interest, and throw 
off about 50 marks of their loan. How others fared is not recorded ; but 
in the Inventories of the King's Treasure, in the 8th Henry VI., the 
golden circlet appears in the list, and is described exactly as Thomas 
Brygge did in the account of the loan ; and by a memorandum on the 
Roll of the King's Treasury it is stated that on the 23rd April, 7th 
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Henry VI., John Wodehous delivered into the Treasury this same circlet, 
pledged by Henry, Archbishop of Canterbury, and John Wakering^ Bishop 
of Norwich J Keepers of the Privy Seal, to the city of Norwich and town of 
Lynn, and to other parties, for 1000 marks. So that although Bishop 
Wakering refused to have anything to do " one way or another *' in getting 
them off the loan, he certainly had much to do in fastening it upon them. 

In the 10th Henry V., John Wodehous got paid for his advocacy in this 
and other matters by a present of £20, he being then near at hand, at the 
castle of Bising. 

These are some of the matters which present themselves on these 
interesting Bolls. I may say I am aware of no other record of the visit of 
Henry V. 

THE CHURCHES. 

Information of great interest about the Churches is to be gathered from 
these Bolls. The Churches were repaired and the Churchwardens appointed 
by the Corporation, who also paid the Parish Chaplains ; and the following 
extract from the 7th Henry V. not only assists in fixing the date of the 
rebuilding of St. Nicholas' chapel, but also throws curious light on the 
mode of raising money for Church purposes. On reading the evident 
preference for a volimtary subscription to the levy of a rate, the machinery 
made use of, and the successful result of the measure, we can hardly credit 
the fact of its occurrence at so early a date. Here, however, it is : — 

Hall meeting, held Wednesday, the 22nd March, in the afternoon, 
in the 7th Henry V., Thomas Hunte, Mayor, Robert de Brunham, 
Alderman of the Trinity Guild, &c. 

At this assembly, Bartholomew System sought before all present to be 
released from the office of Warden of the parish of St. Margaret, and 
alleged his reason for so doing that the little belfry of the same church is 
very old, and the decay of the same is feared; and he said that the 
carpenters and plumbers come slowly to work at it ; and he and Thomas 
Worsted, his fellow Warden, have not in their hands of the goods of the 
Community to pay for the aforesaid works, and he did not intend to pay 
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for them of his own proper goods ; and he therefore sought to he released. 
Whereupon it is counselled hy some to summon all the Community hy the 
Sergeant-at-Mace to appear here on a certain day named hy the Mayor, 
and to he informed and shown the necessity concerning the aforesaid 
helfry, and with the common assent to assess a small tax of £25, to he 
levied for the aforesaid work; and many spoke on this proposal, hut 
nothing came of it. Some alleged that if * the 24 nohle Burgesses of the 
Great Jury and the 27 discreet Burgesses of the Common Council together 
consented to the same tax, the whole Community would more readily 
desire to consent to it. And here it is explained how and in what manner 
that great work and most fair chapel of St. Nicholas, of the town of Lynn, 
is newly huilt and constructed from the alms of the benevolent, and no 
one whomsoever in that behalf for the same work distrained, oppressed, or 
in any manner molested. — ^Philip Frank Sires. 

It seems to me that the Mayor with his peers should commune with the 
Prior of this place, so that the Chaplains of the parish of Saint Margaret 
and of the chapels of Saint Nicholas and Saint James may explain the 
business and necessity in the pulpits of the church and chapels aforesaid, 
on Saturday in the Peast of the Annunciation and on the Sunday 
following, and so begin to carry out the matter aforesaid ; and so it is 
ordered. 

Pive days after. Promoters, Receivers, or Collectors in each Ward were 
appointed, without any recorded discussion ; and on the 6th of April their 
books were examined, when it appeared they had gathered a voluntary aid 
of £25 14s. 4d. 

Something has to be said upon this extract, both as to St. Mai^aret's 
and St. Nicholas' ; but as the principal matter referred to is St. Margaret's 
belfry, and St. Nicholas' may require a wider discussion, I shall dispose of 
the St. Margaret's belfry first. 

It will be seen the Corporation were anxious to repair the belfiy, and 
that a simi of money had to be raised for the purpose. The Corporation 
were certainly in the habit of raising money for the repair of the church 
by the levy of a tax, and many instances of it may be collected from the 
UoUs and Hall Books. A church rate raised by Wardens and parishioners 
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in vestry is never mentioned ; and it is stated in this entry that if the 
Corporation were unanimous in their opinion that a tax of £25 w.as 
necessary, it would prevent discontent if they said so. But there was 
ohviously a desire both within and without the Corporation to effect the 
repairs without it if possible, and therefore the proposition ** to commime 
with the Prior and get the subject propounded from the pulpit" was 
readily assented to. Then followed the election of Promoters, &c., who 
raised the necessary funds in less than a fortnight, for they presented their 
returns on the 3rd April, although the books were not examined until 
the 5th. 

This is the earliest notice I have seen of a voluntary subscription in 
lieu of a church rate, which has been generally supposed to be a modem 
invention. 

The reference in this entry to St. Nicholas' chapel is of great interest. 
This chapel was erected in the " Newlonds ** or north end of the town, 
and is usually believed to have been founded by or about the time of 
Bishop John de Grey. At first the chapel appears to have been of no 
great size ; and we are able in some measure to judge of this for ourselves, 
for the whole of the west end of the original church now forms the east side 
of the Early English steeple, on which Mr. Gilbert Scott is now placing a 
spire. Additions to it were subsequently made, for we read of the Lady 
Choir of it, and the Lady Chapel, and other additional chapels ; but even 
with these additions the want of room was clearly sensibly felt by the 
beginning of the 15th century, or even earlier, for in the year 1399 the 
Will of John Wace, a Burgess, was proved, and the probate remains 
among the Corporation B/Ccords, by which he bequeathed the large legacy 
of £30 towards the repairs, and a further sum of £20 from his residue, if 
any ; but no positive statement of the time of commencement or com- 
pletion of the present magnificent structure appears in the Becords or 
elsewhere. 

Incidentally we have a notice of the removal of the old building on the 
Guildhall Rolls of 14th April, 1st Henry V., when the Mayor brought to 
the notice of the Community the state of the South Qates and Bridge, 
which were broken and ruinous, to the danger of all obliged to pass 
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through that way. And he said he had bargained with and bought of the 
Wardens of St. Nicholas the old chapel of St. Mary there, and all the 
materials except the lead, for £11, for the works of the said bridge ; but 
at a subsequent meeting he stated that the Trinity Guild had taken the 
purchase off his hands as their contribution to the Bridge at South Gates ; 
and £100 was ordered to be levied for the same purpose. 

So that in the 1st Henry V. the work of demolition of the old chapel 
had commenced ; the Lady Chapel, also called the Lady Choir, being the 
east end of the old chapel of St. Nicholas. 

There are no existing KoUs from that time until the 6th and 7th 
Henry V. ; and the entry above quoted speaks of the admiration excited 
by the most beautiful chapel "now anew built by the alms of the 
benevolent." 

We have, therefore, here the limits of the beginning of the work about 
the 1st Henry V., 1413, and of the completion of it shortly before March, 
7th Henry V., 1418. 

The main body of the building is now in a fine state of preservation, 
although the fittings have suffered much from neglect, more from being 
crowded with galleriea, and as much from (so called) " Restoration." 

In this last, some very remarkable and valuable carved seats, mis-called 
" misereres,'* were permitted to be removed by the contractor, and were 
purchased by the Architectural Society of London, and by them temporarily 
placed in the South Kensington Museum. As their date is now satisfac* 
torily ascertained, and some of them have the initials of the donors upon 
them, I should strongly urge that an effort should be made to replace 
them, and I am informed that the present possessors are willing to treat 
with the authorities on liberal terms whenever it shall be determined to 
endeavour to place them again in the chapel. Two of the carved desks 
which stood in front of the stalls which contained these seats are now 
standing, leading a sort of vagrant life, at the east end of the north and 
south aisles, some of the noblest woodwork in the church rejected from the 
" restored '* arrangements ! Replaced in their proper position in the 
middle of the choir, with a range of stall seats of a befitting character, 
they would do something to relieve the present tasteless meagre aspect of 
that part of the chapel. 
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One noble specimen of tlie carver's work of those days happily remains 
in situ. The south door is but little injured ; and it is singular that, with 
engravers and photographers at work all round, neither photograph nor 
engraving is to be had of this fine work. The figures of priests with books 
in their hands, forming the crockets of the smaller opening in the door, are 
very curious, and well arranged. 

Were I to take up the several Documents and Books and extract all of 
interest to be found there, I should occupy years and fill volumes. I can 
only give such extracts as have been made from time to time during my 
arrangement of the Records, and in all probability have left unnoticed 
much that I should have been glad to draw attention to. 

ROYAL VISITS TO LYNN. 

I have said something of the visits of royal and distinguished persons in 
other parts of this Report. I here add a few notes from the Hall Books on 
some others. 

Tlie first records a visit of Edward IV., or it may be more properly called 
his flight through the town, when he precipitately departed out of Lincoln- 
shire, on Warwick's advance. Short as the notice is, it clears up some 
errors on the subject. 

Memorandum that on Sunday, the last day of September, 1470, the 
Lord Edward IV., late King of England, about the 10th hour of the night, 
came riding into Lynn, with Anthony Widvile, Earl Rivers, and the Lord 
Cromwell, Lord Hastings, Chamberlain of the said King, and the Lord 
Say, and other knights, esquires, valets, and other men to the number of 
3000, and remained here till Tuesday ; and about the eighth hour of that 
day the same Lord Edward, with the aforesaid lords, except the Lord 
Cromwell, went to ships in the port of Lynn and put to sea. — Hall 
Book 2, 284. 

At a Hall on the Monday the various watches were arranged for the 
defence of the town ; but not a word is said of the lodging or entertain- 
ment of the King ; and nothing is said of his return in the following year. 
The year before he was expected to pay the town a visit, and all sorts of 
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VOL any Lynn rights. The next time I met with the name was in the 
above entry, — the King and Queen were met at the Green " At this half 
Witton Gap.*' Now midway between Rising and Lynn is a green having 
an old bank crossing it marking the limits of the Chace of Rising. This 
is in Wootton, and inquiry of people from the neighbourhood resulted in 
the information that at this day the green is known as Witton Green. 

The King had visited Norwich on the 18th August, and had a grand 
reception there ; and I suppose he went from thence to Walsingham, and 
80 on to Lynn. 

Another distinguished person, as great as any monarch,— Cardinal 
Woolsey, next appears on the scene. 

Memorandum that the Monday the twentieth day of August, in the 
12th year of the reign of King Henry VIII., the time of Robert Gervys, 
Mayor of Lynn, the most Reverend Eader in God, Thomas Lord Cardinal 
Legate a Latere, Archbishop of York, Primate and Chancellor of England, 
with the Bishop of Ely ^vA a Bishop of Ireland, with many knights and 
* esquires, come to Lynn ; which Lord Cardinal, &c., was met on the Cause- 
way beyond Gaywood bridge, with the Mayor and Commons of Lynn ; 
whit5h Lord Cardinal was presented at Hulyn's place with twenty dozen 
bread, six soys of ale, fifteen barrels of beer, a ton and twelve gallons of 
wine, two oxen, twenty sheep, two cygnets, twelve capons, three bustards, 
three shovellers (ducks), thirteen plovers, eight pikes and three tenches. 
And on the next Wednesday after the said Lord Cardinal, with the foresaid 
bishc^s, knights and esquires, departed; and the foresaid Mayor and 
Commonalty brought the said Lord Cardinal beyond Hardwick church, 
and there departed from the said Lord Cardinal, with great laud and 
thanks. 

Sum total £22 Os. 6d. paid for the charges of the said present, with 
reward given to divers officers of the said Lord Cardinal. — Hall Book 3, 
p. 219. 

Where Hulyn's place was I have not been able to ascertain. There was 

a Harlewyn's place, afterwards Hall place, in South Lynn. 
16 



114 

I insert the next extracts to clear up an error. Bichards states in the 
Chronology at the end of his History that Cromwell visited the town and 
was entertained at the expense of the Corporation, March 20th, 1643. 
The extracts shew the source of the error, and fully set the matter at rest. 

Hall, 20th March, 1642-3. Thomas Gurlin, Mayor. 



Entertainment 
for Colonell 

Cromwell at y® 
town charge. 



This day it is ordered that a free entertainment at the 
town charge shall be made by Mr. Mayor for Colonel 
Cromwell and the rest of those gentlemen that shall 
come along with him in his equipage, according to the 
invitation of Mr. Mayor, signified by his letter sent to him yesterday, in 
answer of a letter dated the day before, sent to Mr. Mayor from Colonel 
CromwelL 



Hall, 27th March, 1643. 



Mr. Spelman, Aid''. 

Hudson and others 
to go to Cambridge to 
Colonel Cromwell, &c. 



This day, at the humble request of the house 
by Mr. Mayor, made to the right worthy and 
noble gentleman, John Spelman, Esquire, a 
Deputy Lieutenant of this county, to take the 
pains to ride to Cambridge, accompanied and attended by Mr. Alderman 
Hudson, Mr. Will. Williams and Mr. Jonas Scott, of the Common Council, 
there to countenance and assist the delivery of a letter to Colonel 
Cromwell from this house, much importing the peace of this town, and 
the general peace of the King and Parliament ; which letter it is desired 
that the Colonel should write to the Parliament by Mr. Recorder and Mr. 
Kirby, who are also to accompany them to Cambridge, and from thence to 
the Parliament, there to attend ; and it is ordered that this be done at the 
town charge. 

Hall, 17th April, 1643. 

This day Mr. Mayor was allowed five pounds for the preparation he 

made by former order of the house for the entertainment of Colonel 

Cromwell. Also Mr. Hudson, Alderman, was allowed his bill of expenses, 

being £4 12s. 3d., which was spent in the journey to Cambridge with Mr. 
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Spelman and others, according to order of the last Hall. This to be paid 
by the Chamberlains. 

Chamberlains' Acoonnt^ 1642-8. 
Paid to Mr. Mayor money that was laid out in fitting of entertainment 
against Colonel Cromwell should have come to town (which was spent), £5. 

So that it seems Cromwell was invited, and an entertainment was partly 
prepared, but he did not come. 

In addition to the extracts from the Guildhall Bolls and the Chamber- 
lains' Accounts relatiye to the Churches and Chapels, I subjoin a few 
I have met with in the Hall Books. A little farther information about a 
Chapel to St. Margaret's Church will be found in my observations on the 
Ancient Deeds of Lynn. 

Vigil of St. Mary Magdalen, 16th Henry YIII. 
This day it is fully agreed that Saint Margaret's skull shall be had in 
St HM|uefB j qj^qt (honour) in the Trinity Chapel at St. Margaret's ; and the 
oblation that shall be offered thereto to be divided as hereafter followeth, 
that is to say, the one half to be to the Prior and Curate of Lynn, and the 
other half to be divided in two parts, whereof one part shall be unto the 
Trinity Guild and the other half to the Churchwardens of St. Margaret's 
Church, to the reparations of the said church. — Hall Book, vol. 3, p. 243. 

Wednesday before All Saints, 1st Elizabeth. 
The Mayor, &c., have condescended and agreed that the stairs in the 
quire of the parish church of St. Margaret shall be taken down and the 
earth carried away at the charges of the inhabitants of the town ; and that 
Thomas Some, Bobert Halliour and Erancis Shaxton shall have the over- 
sight of the same. — ^Hall Book, vol. 4, p. 837. 

Eriday, 9th March, 6th Elizabeth. 
Mr. Mayor, &C*, have this day condescended and agreed that the copes. 
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yestments and other ornaments of St. Margaret's church shall be put to 
sale to the best profit and commoditj, and the money thereof coming, or 
as much thereof as shall be needful, to be employed upon the reparations 
of the church, and the rest to be and remain in the church, in the custody 
of the Churchwardens, until further order may be taken by the parish. 

Item a pair of chalices double gilt, 21oz., at 6s. the oz £6 6 

Item another pair of chalices double gUt, 23oz., at 6s. the oz....£5 15 

Item another pair gilt, 16oz., at 6s. the oz £4 

Item 2oz. broken silver, at 4s. 4d. the oz ^ 8s. 8d. 

Total £16 9s. 8d. 

It is agreed that the Churchwardens shall bestow the same money upon 
three cups for the Communion table. — Hall Book, yoL 4, p. 437. 

This reminds me how yery desirable it is to see the originals of manu- 
scripts, if possible, before printing from old transcripts. The late Mr. 
Taylor printed an inventory of St. Nicholas' plate sold at the Beformation, 
two of the items of which were rather perplexing : — 

1 scrip of silver x oz. 

Scepter part plate ij oz. 

The ** scrip of silver '' I had little difficulty in supposing was an error 
for a *' ship of silver," but the ** scepter " was a puzzle. On reference to 
the original, however, I found the latter item stood '* sev^. parcels of plate," 
the contractions having misled the transcriber from whom Mr. Taylor 
printed. 

ST. JAMES'S CHAPEL. 
16th November, 1st EUzabeth. 
Mr. Mayor, &c., with one assent and consent have condescended and 
agreed, by the consent of the parishioners, that the chapel of Saint James 
shall be taken down, and the lead, timber and stone of the same to be 
converted to the common use of the town, provided alway that the timber 
work of the one half of the quire shall be reserved and covered again with 
tile at the common charge of the town. It is also condescended and 
agreed that all the little tenements of the north side of St. James's chapel, 
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and westward to the fleet side, except William Williamson's tenement 
there, shall be likewise taken down, and the grounds appertaining to the 
same to be laid together into pasture groumd to the use of the poor people 
in the almshouse ; and that the chapelyard of St. James in like manner 
shall be laid and converted to that use. 

Mr. Downs 

Mr. Eynne 

Thomas Some 

Francis Shaxton 



Appointed to see the taking down of the lead and 
glass of St. James's chapel, and to see the same 
carried away to the common use of the town. — ^Hall 
Book, vol. 4, p. 338. 



6th July, 2nd Elizabeth. 
It is agreed that the bell of St. James shall be put to sale, and the money 
thereof coming to be employed towards the reparations of Saint Margaret's 
church. — Hall Sook, vol. 4, p. 346. 

8th December, 3rd Elizabeth. 
Memorandum that the weight of the bell of Saint James, which Mr. 
Water bought, 20c., £20.— p. 366. 

Feast of St. Thomas, same year. 
This day there was showed and read in the Hall a letter, directed to the 
Mayor and his brethren, from the body of the Council, concerning the 
taking down and keeping of the chapel lead and other things appertaining 
to the same. — Hall Book, vol. 4, p. 366. 

Feast of St. John, same year. 
Mr. Mayor, &c., have condescended and agreed that Bobert Gtervis and 
Robert Houghton to be suitors unto the Lords of the Goimcil for St. 
James chapel. — ^p. 367. 

Wednesday in Feast of Easter. 
It is agreed that Thomas Johns shall be sued this term for the lead which 
he oweth imto the tows, and for the lead and other things by him taken 
from St. James chapel, as our learned Counsel shall think good. — p. 369. 
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Priday» ISth April. 
It is condescended and agreed that the cross aisles of the chapel of St. 
James shall be covered with tile» at the charge of the commons of this 
town. — ^p. 360. 

nth Elizabeth. 
Mr. Mayor, Ac., have condescended and agreed that the Buke of 
Norfolk his Grace shall have itoentg loads of freestone of the chapel of 
St. James, without anything to be paid for the same. — ^HaLL Book 4t, p. 507. 

I add to these a few miscellaneons extracts £rom these Hall Books. 

Henry VI. 
Item Simon Baxster and others elected Captains and Constables of the 
Soken (South Lynn), and jointly to defend the town from the South Gates 
to the Hundred House there. — ^VoL 1, p. 

4th Henry VI. 

And there was a great controyersy stirred up about the Butts under the 
Walls of Lynn, next the freshwater ; and the Mayor desired the principal 
parties should be summoned to come before the whole Congregation, that 
they might submit themselves for the trespass made ; and thereupon it 
was agreed that Henry Mason, tailor, William Eletcher, Kobert Barbour, 
John Ostiler and John Curlew (and they said William Barbour was one of 
them) should submit themselves to obey the Ordinance of the Congregation. 
And they went away, and afterwards entered again ; and the Mayor, on 
the part of the Congregation, as they sought indulgence, and so did, and 
said to them that they should have answer at the next Hall whether they 
should have the said Butts or not. 

And upon such Ordinance for the Butts the 24 communed among them- 
selves without the 27, and afterwards the 27 retired and consulted together. 
And so the 24 among themselves commimed and agreed in this manner, 
that they should have the Butts from the present date until M^^^^^^^ttim 
next for a rent of 4s. ; and afterwards the 27 are agreed that the com- 
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monalty shall have the Butts until Michaelmas free, with this reservation, 
that they shall do no damage to the Ditch. And so the 24 and 27 granted 
to the community easement of the Butts till Michaelmas next, rendering 
therefore in the name of rent 4s., which shall be allowed the Chamberlains 
upon account. — Hall Book, vol. 1. 

Hall, 1st April, 8th Henry VI. 

And it is agreed that the underwritten aliens are fined in this manner, 

the fines to be levied to the use of the community : — 

Of Joan Beerbrewer 6s. 8d. 

„ John Sclander nothing because he is allowed to leave 
the town in 14 days under penalty of 408., because 
he IB leprous. 

Peter Hardwareman 6s. 8d. 

William Brows 10s. 

William Comb 6s. 

James Cordwainer lOs. 

A scourer man in Wingate 20d. 

A cordwainer in Purfleet street having a wife of great 
stature (1) 20d. 

The aliens had been very much absorbed since the Guildhall BioUs of 

Henry Y., where the list of aliens' fines was a very lengthy one. 

Hall Book, vol. 1, p. 289. 

1st Pebruary, 35th Henry VI. John Nicholasson, Mayor. 
Simon Oldmedow, smith, fined for abusing the Mayor, calling him Pleming 
and Fleming " bryd," (query Pleming bred ?)— Hall Book 2, p. 170. 

THE STOCKS. 
Conversion of St. Paul, 1483. 
It is agreed that if any constable or watchman find any man fraying in 
breaking the King's peace, the said constables and William shall take them 
and put them in the Stocks at the Tuesday market, and there to abide on 
to the time the Mayor send Ms commandment what shall be done with the 
said person. — Hall Book, vol 2, p. 
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With respect to the next entry, I would observe how sometimes the 
most insignificant entries clear up a doubtful point. I had observed in the 
Oath Book many of the oaths beginning ^' Sir, ye shall lay your hand upon 
the book/' with no direction about kissing it ; and I was in doubt whether 
this might not support the idea that the manner of swearing was by laying 
the hand on the book. However, an entry in the HaU Book of Henry 
YIII.'s time convinced me, although not so early as the Oath Book, that 
there really was nothing in my doubts. 

28th January, 10th Henry VIII. 

Thomas Palmer, one of the Common Council, refused to take the oath. 
" He had as lyff be drawn abought the towne w^ horses in a carte as to 
hlowe on a hook here.*' — ^Vol. 3, p. 197. 

This clearly refers to a custom of kissing the book. 

Friday next after Epiphany, 19th Henry VIII. 

This day the whole company been agreed that the French Queen and 
the Duke of Suffolk shall be presented at the White Friars with two hogs- 
heads of wine, four swans, with other wild fowl. — p. 293. 

He had been appointed steward by Bishop Nix, and assigned his steward- 
ship 29th Henry VIII. for an annuity. 

« 

There is a Conveyance or two enrolled in the Hall Book, vol. 4, p. 49. 
Why these were enrolled there and others not is not stated. One is dated 
6th September, 37th Henry VIII., and the conveying parties are Edminio 
Thorisby, of Ashwicken, and Ursula his wife, to John Harrison, of 
messuages in St. Nicholas' parish, and a quit rent of a house in Lathe 
street, described as in '' Lathe street at the west end of St. Margaret's 
church." 

7th October, 1st Edward VI. 
Lead badges, having a Bose with E. B. on each side, ordered for aged 
and impotent people, " whereby,'* it is added, " they may be knowen." — 
—Vol. 4, p. 69. 
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2nd Edward YI. 
Thomas Meise hath received this day a harness of cloth of gold and a 
dragon, to be kept to the use of the commons. — ^Vol. 4, p. 94i. 
These were some of the spoils of the Guilds. 

Srd Edward VI. 
This day it is agreed and established by Mr. Mayor, &c., that Mr. Mayor 
on Sunday next coming shall, in recompense of the wine and bread for the 
Communion and for the offering, offer and give imto the curate of the 
church of St. Margaret, 8d. for all three churches, and that every 
inhabitant of this town, one after another, every Sunday shall do likewise, 
as the turn shall come about, in manner and form as heretofore the Holy 
Sread Loaf hath been given ; provided alway that if the house wherein 
such inhabitant doth inhabit and dwell be not of the value of 20s. yearly, 
or so letten, that then two or three of the next shall be joined unto him, 
and to pay portion like towards the charges of the Communion and offering 
aforesaid. — Hall Book, vol. 4, p. 109. 



BUEGESSES TO PARLIAMENT. 
27th December, 1st Elizabeth. 
Mr. Mayor, &c., have condescended that my Lord of Norfolk shall at his 
request have the nomination of one of the Burgesses of the next Parlia- 
ment for this town, that one of the town shall be the other Burgess. — 
Hall Book 4, p. 324. 

Monday after Epiphany, same year. 

Mr. Mayor, &c., have elected Thomas Hogan, Esquire, and Thomas 
Waters, one of the aldermen of this town, to be Burgesses for this town at 
this next Parliament. — ^p. 326. 

Mr. Hogan was doubtless the Duke's nominee. As they had obliged the 
Duke, they very quickly called on him to aid them. 

16 
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THE MUSSEL SCALP. 
Wednesday called Ash Wednesday^ 2nd EUzabeth. 
Mr, Mayor, &c., ben condescended and agreed that the fishermen of this 
town shall with their boats go to the Muskell Skalpe, and to gather mussels 
there as they have done in times passed; and that Mr. Downes, Mr. 
Mowthe, Mr. Gervis and Mr. Bunting shall go with them to see the peace 
kept ; and in like manner that every of the eighteen, or a man for him, 
shall aid them ; and every Alderman to have a man there in like manner. 
—Hall Book 4, p. 326. 

12th May, same year. 

Mr. Mayor, &c., have elected Mr. Bunting and Mr. Gervis to travel to 
the Duke of Norfolk, to entreat Sis Orace^ a favour in the town suits con- 
cerning the Mussel Scalp. 

Mr. Gervis hath this day brought in bills of charges and expenses by 
him disbursed at London in the suits against the men of Wulferton for the 
Mussel Scalp, which cometh to £7 15s. 6d. — Hall Book, vol. 4, p. 330. 

. Monday after St. Peter, same year. 

Mr. Gervis is appointed to search out and commune with the inhabitants 
of South Wootton and North Wootton, to be witnesses in the Mussdl 
Scalp. 

Mr. Bunting and Mr. John Eeeve ben appointed in like manner for 
Marshland and other places.-<-p. 333. 

Some of the depositions then obtained are with the papers of the suit 
among the Actions and Suits Papers. One witness deposes *' that it was 
from the shore about one mile and a half, and that at a full sea none can 
pass to the place but only boat or other vessel." And another ^< that it is 
parcel of the sea and common stream, and that a crayer which draweth 
seven foot of water, at a spring and full sea, being laden, may sail over the 
same place." 

19th Febi-uary, same year. 
Mr. Mayor, &c.| have condescended and agreed that whosoever shall 
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enter into any bonds for arbitrament concerning the Mussel Skalp, that 
they shall have the Gommon Seal for their indemnity. — p. 841. 



HARNESS. 
5th July, 2nd Elizabeth* 
Mr. Mayor^ &c.^ have condescended and ordered and agreed that Hr. 
Mayor and eirery Alderman for the time being, and eyery one of the 
eighteen, shall always have in a readiness for the defence of the town the 
number of harnesses following, viz., eyery alderman three harnesses, and 
eyery one of the eighteen two harnesses, famished with weapon or with 
bows and arrows, and eyery hamess to be an ahnaine riyet, a coat of plate, 
or a jack, or a pair of brigandines ; and the one half of all those harnesses 
to be proyided on this side the 1st August, and the other on this side the 
last of August next coming ; and so continually to be in readiness from 
time to time, upon pain eyery man to forfeit and lose, for eyery hamess 
that shall lack, the sum of ten shillings to the use of the Conmions^ for 
eyery default whensoeyer search shall be made. — ^p. 345. 

8th Noyember, 13th Elizabeth. 
Mr. Mayor, &c., haye condescoided and agreed that the yault xmder the 
HaU, sometime the wine cellar to the Trinity Guild Hall, wherein now 
lyeth the lead, shall be appointed and made a sure house and a prison for 
the gaoler, and shall belong to the same gaol house. — ^Yol. 5, p. 49. 

Richards' History giyes the order of the court for Mr. Hopkins, the 
witchfinder, to be sent for ; but has oyerlooked the following 2—^ 

Hall, 2nd September, 1646. 
It is this day ordered that Mr. Hopkins shall haye £15 paid him out of 
this house towards his pains and for his charges to this day in discoyering 
of witches, and he is to discharge and pay all charges upon those occasions, 
and is to haye further satisfaction after next sessions, which £15 is deliyered 
to Mr. Mayor to be paid to the said Mr. Hopkins. — ^YoL 8^ p. 193< 
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A curious custom, of which I find no earlier entry, is recorded in the 
Hall Book for 1792. Maxey Allen was elected Mayor, but was absent, 
and the Town Clerk was directed to have conveyed to him with all con- 
venient speed '^ the branch of flowers now brought into this house according 
to ancient custom," in token of such election. 

In a statement of forms to be observed on St. John's day, some notes 
made early in the present century give the form of election of Mayor, and 
state that on the Council entering the HaU to announce their choice, they 
first present the old Mayor with a branch of flowers and thanks for his 
service, and then deliver the Mayor elect a branch of flowers, after which 
the Mayor elect and Aldermen dine with the Mayor, and the Council at 
their own cost at an inn, usually inviting the Town Clerk and Chaplain. 

These are the only allusions I have seen to the custom. 

THE LEET AND HUSTINGS ROLLS. 

The only Rolls of the Assize of Sread are seven small strips of parch- 
ment fastened together at the top, all of the 24th, 26th and 26th Edward I. 
Of the thousands of such lists these only remain. The last one, dated 
Wednesday before the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, in the 26th year, 
is headed '' In the first coming of John Aubyn, Steward of Lynn." 

The delinquents are numerous, and the fines in many cases heavy, one 
as high as 35s. 4d. The almost invariable offence is '* weighing less than 
assize." One, in addition to that offence, had his bread '' sine signo," — 
unmarked. 

The different descriptions of bread follow in the same order, as fisur as 
they go, as in the statute 51 Henry III., but are more numerous. I 
therefore conclude they are arranged on the same principle, following in 
the order of their quality, Wastell being the finest quality in both. I 
subjoin an example of each description : — 

WasteU (farthing), Richard Boude, weighing less than assize.. .Ss. 

Sinmell (farthing), William de Northampton, less than assize... Ss. 

Cokett (farthing), Gilbert Stute, less than assize 2s. lid. 

Major Cokett (farthing), Richard de Sidestem, weighing less... 4s. 4d. 

Minor Cokett (halfpenny), W. de Wulterton 2s. 6d. 
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Cokett (halfpenny) » Simon de Sydestem Ts. 8d. 

(Gribre*) Bran bread (farthing) , William Crowe, weighingless than assize 48. 
Whole bread (farthing) , William de Honeworth, weighing less ... 8s. 

«-^ ^— (halfpenny), William deWottone, weighingless... 35s. 4d. 
Bread of all com (farthing), William Crowe, weighing less ... 20s. lOd. 
The fines are larger in general on the inferior descriptions, but not 
invariably so. 

The Leet Uolls are also very few and incomplete. In those left are yery 
few entries of any moment. One I haire made use of in my notes about 
the Red Mount, in Surveys, &c. My other notes are very short. 

The earliest of the 3rd Edward II. is dated at the Steward's Hall, and 
the Chief Fledges or Headboroughs are 47. Places named in it are : — 
Mill Fleet, Pentney Bridge, Ratimer's Row, Nikere's Fleet (this ran 
parallel with Mill Fleet, between it and the south side of St. James's 
chapel). Fleet called Hewalde's Lane, Bishop's Bridge in Damgate, 
Brite's Lane, Colwayne's Fleet (by Webster Row), Stongate, Common 
Way called Watergate at West Bretask, Watergate called Helmyng's Lane, 
Hewolne*s Fleet. 

ForestaUers of plais, whytyng, godlyng and haddok presented. 

Sealed with a Lion Rampant, inscribed " S' I. le Hunte." 

3rd Edward III. William de Westacre, Steward. 
John de Swerdestone, Mayor. 
Thomas Valour and fifty-five others fined 3d. each for stopping Common 
Watergate at ** West Bretask " with dung, &c. 

7th Edward III. Thomas de Mileham, Steward. 

William de Secheford, Mayor. 

Pleas of debt heard and determined : — ^Thomas le Coupere presented for 

encroaching on Hokeman's gate with five posts under his sollar (or upper 

room). John de Warham, 12d. for blood draught on ''Fair Alice." 

• In the Aflsize Bolls in the ** Liber Albus *' of the city of London, Mr. Biley translates this as bread made of flour 
passed through a aieTe. I hdiere the above to be more correct. 
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Maigaxet Eok, 6d. for hamsokea on Olara Milkwuman. (Geoffrey Fuket, 
12d. for selling diseased meat, and 50 others. 

Strange names ; — ^Thomas Goggel, Joan Mendepas^ Cecilia Gadergod, 
Margaret Oingel. 23rd Edward III. — Hugh Serenpens. 

Bichard II. 

William Blome, 12d. for inclosing land at Cucking Stole and stopping 
Common Meet. 

Master of St John's Hospital, 12d. for encroaching with a wall at St. 
John's * Meadow. 

Presentments of sereral persons for not keeping tho payement before 
their houses in repair. 

Undated Boll, but about Henry lY. 

Of Brynoklowys 8d. for a " Tenyse Pleyer." 

Nicholas Dunton peaceably entered his father's house, as it is said, and 
when there there came Thomas Botekesham with two priests. Sir 
Alexander Chaplain and Thomas Brygge Chaplain, against the peace of 
our Lord the King, and drew him out of the house. 

13th Henry VI. 
Bobert Burmond, of Gaywode, sits in alehouses all day, and by night 
wanders through the town with a great staff, making many assaults, 3s. 4d. 

1663. 
We present and amerce the Mayor and Burgesses £2 for not maintaining 
of a Ducking Stool according to ancient custom. 

Efforts were several times made to establish a Hustings Court, but the 
Bishop generally interfered and put an end to it. One of these attempts 
was in Edward III.'s time, and two EoUs remain, one of the 8th and 9th, 
another of the 28rd. The first is headed : "Hustings. Pleas there held," 
(always on a Monday). Among the cases are Dower, Freshforce and 
Novel Disseisin. The second Roll is headed " Hustings held in Guildhall, 
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before the Mayor, &c./' and the cases heard are Debt, Coyenant, Trespass, 
Disseisin and Freshforce. On this latter occasion the legal expenses of a 
contest with the Bishop occupy some space in the Chamberlain's Accounts. 
No further attempt was made after this that I am aware of. 

GAOL DELIVERY AND SESSIONS. 

A Coroner's Eoll of 30th to 33rd Edward I. and a Gaol Delivery Koll of 
33rd Henry YI. have alone been preserved of the ancient documents of 
this class ; all the rest are of modem date. 

These two documents have most likely been preserved on account of 
their use in some of the extensive litigation of the Corporation. The 
Coroner's Roll contains several inquisitions of deaths on the river, a 
subject probably of moment in questions relating to the jurisdiction on the 
water. The most important case on the Gaol Delivery Boll is a burglary 
at the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, a case of interest in* questions con- 
cerning the extent of the liberty of the town. 

The Coroner's Boll has no heading. It now consists of three membranes 
stitched together to form one continuous roll. The needle holes at the top 
of the first membrane shew, however, that at least one other is gone. The 
number of inquisitions on deaths is 17. 

An inquisition in the 33rd year shews how the privilege of sanctuary 
was abused. 

Inquest held before the Coroners aforesaid, on Sunday after the Nativity 
of our Lord, in the 33rd year, concerning the death of Adam, son of Bichard 
Oter, of Wells, slain on the sands of Lynn, at Dousehill, by Geoffrey Drewe 
(and eleven others) sworn, who say on their oaths that on the Saturday 
after the Nativity of our Lord, in the year aforesaid, about the hour of 
Vespers, a certain John Godesbirth was playing at ball with the aforesaid 
Adam, at Dousehill, in Lynn, and a contention having arisen between 
them, the said John with a dagger struck the aforesaid Adam in the left 
side, and caused a wound of which he immediately died. Whereupon hue 
and cry being raised by the neighbours, the said John Godesbirth 
inmiediately fled to the church of Saint Nicholas in Lynn, and there kept 
himself for nine days, and fled from thence in the night time no one knows 



128 

whither. Peter, son of Alan de Oeywode, foond Adam first and raised 
hue and cry. Fledges, Geoffrey Say and John le Clerk. Next neighbours, 
William Wyles Smith and Walter Smith. Pledges, William, son of Walter 
Smith, and Henry Smith. 

A drunken man going about curfew from the Quay of Peter de Thomdeyn 
to a ship called the Grace, lying in the Mayor's Fleet, upon a board called 
a '* broo," fell from it into the water and was drowned. This recalled to 
my mind some evidence in a recent court martial I had before me a short 
time since, the witnesses, or some of them, having seen the prisoner at a 
particular hour of the night coming to the vessel from the shore over the 
" brow," — ^the plank from the quay to the ship. 

In another case where a man killed another with a dagger called a 
misericorde, he fled to the church of the Friars Preachers, and was there 
for nine days, when he abjured the realm and had port at Yarmouth. 

Another inquest was held by order of H. de Empyngham, Coroner of the 
King's Household, on a man slain in a quarrel, for what reason is not 
stated ; there seems none in the facts of the case. 

The three last inquests are upon the bodies of men who fell into the 
water from boats in the port. 

The Gaol Delivery Roll of Bishop's Lynn, of the prisoners there being, 
before William Telverton, one of the Justices of the Pleas, Simon Pigott 
and two other Lynn Justices of the Peace, is of the 33rd Henry VI., the 
Friday before Passion Sunday. John Hide and others were indicted before 
the keepers of the peace in the liberty aforesaid, for entering the close and 
houses of Thomas Woodhouse, at Lynn Sishop, within the Hospital of 
Saint Mary Magdalen, and carrying away a chalice with paten of silver 
parcel gilt value 30s., a purse with 23s. 9d., a manual value 26s. 8d., eight 
books called " premeres " value 24is., a hood and a bonnet value 16s., 
a zone of silk harnessed with silver value 8s., and other goods to the value 
of 46s. 8d., feloniously, Ac. Two of the party had benefit of clergy, three 
were convicted, and the rest acquitted. 

Several of the same party were indicted for entering the close of John 
Pigott, called " Le Balle," and stealing and carrying away woollen cloths 
belonging to Fullers then drying there* For this offence one of those 
previously convicted and two of those acquitted were found guilty. 
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The only other case on the record is for an assault at the Swan in the 
Orassmarket. 

OATHS AND DEOLABATIONS. 

The Oath Book is a very curious little volume, recovered in 1820 (after 
having heen lost for a century), hy purchase from a London hookseller, for 
£4. The binding is modem, but from the four chapters from the four 
Evangelists being inserted after the Calendar, it was no doubt the book 
upon which at its date, tempore Henry YI., the oaths contained in it were 
administered : — '* Sire, ye schall laye your hond upon y"" book and ye shal 
Bwere," &c. 

The Repertory contains a table of its contents ; and a notice of it, with 
extracts of all the oaths, some of the ordinances, and the list of Surgesses 
to 1600, have been printed by the Eev. James Sulwer, in the 6th volume 
of Norfolk ArchsBology. 

The Calendar at the beginning, with the fbur chapters from the Gospels, 
is the oldest part of the book. There is very little variance between the 
Calendar and some in the British Museum of the early part of the 14th 
century. 

The Oaths and Ordinances, except some slight additions and alterations, 
are all of very nearly the ^ame date ; and as the Ordinances have the date 
of 2nd Henry YI., that or near it must be the date of both. 

The Oaths were not in their present shape before the 1st Henry V ., for 
at a Hall then held six of the Great Jury of Lynn were sworn to be of 
council with the Mayor, according to what is contained in the Eed Sound 
Book, contained in the Skrene ; and another Oath after this form, giving 
the same form with the slightest possible variance as that in this volume 
assigned for the Great Jury ; from which it follows that this volume could 
not be the Oath Book then in use *' with the B/cd Closure," for this con* 
tains both forms of oath, and the Book with the Red Closure but one. 
This also proves that this volume must have been written after 1st Henry Y . 

The references jn the Calendar to St. Thomas the Martyr have been 

erased, as also the titles of Popes and Confessors ; and St. Francis has been 

inserted in a later hand on his feast dny, and also erased. The first notice 
17 
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I find in the Eecords of St. Francis' day is an order of the Hall in the 4th 
Henry YIII., several times subsequently repeated, as to the offerings to be 
made at the Grey Friars on St. Francis' day. This was the reason the 
Town Clerk noted St. Francis in the Calendar, and why it was erased at 
the Dissolution. 

Mr. Bulwer has misinterpreted the heading of one of the oaths ; the 
" sacrum quatuor assurat lete " should be the oath of the four afferers of 
the Leet, — four of the Leet specially selected to set the fines. 

The Oath of the Recorder, a later addition, was probably inserted soon 
after the appointment of that officer by the charter of 16th Henry VIII. 

The Ordinance for Holy Bread is the same in effect as that in the Hall 
Book of the 1st Henry YI., and regulates the proportion to be borne by 
inhabitants of tenements of different annual value. The occupier of a 
house of 20s. annual value was to give Holy Bread and a Candle. Where 
the tenements were of less value, two or more were to be joined together to 
make up that value. The Ordinance does not state the time this should be 
done ; the words are : " When it may happen." But this is clearly shewn by 
the arrangements for the offerings for the Sacramental Bread and Wine 
made in the 3rd year of Edward VI., of which an extract is given in my 
notes on the Hall Books. Every inhabitant, beginning with the Mayor, 
tons to take his turn^ in the same way as ** the Holy Bread Loaf had been 
theretofore offered," and the rule is the same as to those inhabitants of less 
value than 20s. combining to make up that value and contributing 
proportionably. 

The Ordinance for the Maintenance of Order at the Hall Meetings seems 
to have been one of considerable difficulty in enforcement. It occurs over 
and over again in the Bed Begister, Guildhall Bolls and Hall Books, and 
was just one of those regulations that all saw the necessity of and all had a 
fancy for breaking. 

In the 2nd Bichard II. Thomas de Kenynghall and other executors of 
John Burghard granted fourteen messuages and a half and 53s. 4d. annual 
rents to the Mayor and Burgesses, they obliging themselves to pay 
Kenynghall, Burghard's son-in-law, £13 6s. 8d. for his life, and £10 the 
stipend of two chamel priests, and for Burghard's anniversary. Eor the 
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proper observance of the latter the Ordinance No. 10 was made, but all 
reference to it ceases on the books long before the close of the 15th century. 
The latter part of the Ordinance requires the attendance of all the Corpora- 
tion on feast days at St. Margaret's church, stating that the Jurats or 24 
only should sit with the Mayor in the choir. 

MAPS AND PLANS. 

Of Maps and Plans the list is particularly short and unsatisfactory. 
A wretchedly got up Map of the Corporation Lands on a rather large scale 
and upon parchment, from the survey of one Shuckford, in 1767, is the 
earliest. There is a reference book to a plan of the town, by Mr. 
Newham, in 1809, and a survey, by Utting, in 1831. 

Of old plans there are none, except one, which makes the desire for 
more from the same hand much stronger. This is a beautifully drawn 
plan of a proposed bank and ditch for the South Marsh, in 1645-6, which, 
judging by Bastrick's map, was actually constructed. 

That old plans of the town did exist there can be no doubt. When the 
Lynn Cup was sent up to the Lord Treasurer, in 1595, for his inspection, 
it was accompanied with a " Ground Plat of the Town,'* and it is possible 
that this entry in the Hall Books may have been the cause of a forgery 
M'hich I have just discovered and exposed. 

Among the collection of broadsides of the Society of Antiquaries, many 
of which were presented by Robert Lemon, Esquire, F.S.A., and of which 
that society has recently published a catalogue, was a plan thus described : 

" No. 56. Plan of the Town of Lynn, called The Ground Plat of King's 
Lyn. By H. Bell. An. 1561. — This is perhaps the earliest engraved plan 
of Lynn extant. Presented to the Society of Antiquaries by Robert 
Lemon, Esquire. April, 1853." 

On turning to this plan, however, the first thing which arrested my 
attention was the form of the fortifications ; it was identical with Rastrick's 
plan of 1735 ; and if the plan was genuine, here were fortifications supposed 
to have been constructed in 1642-6, nearly a hundred years older, at which 
time such a system must have been without other example in England. 
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But there was the awkward fact of the actual existence of the design for 
the South Marsh Bank in the Town Becord Boom, dated 1645, laid down 
as existing in 1561. It therefore became a duty thoroughly to investigate 
the question, and I found, amongst other minor matters, the following : — 

1. The White Friars Tower, which did not fall down till 1630, is not 
there. It does occur on a plan I shall hereafter notice, of about 1588. 

2. A Windmill is represented on what is now the Seven Sisters Hill. 
The first erected there was in 1690. 

3. The Glass House, which was not built much before the middle of the 
17th century, and on the failure of the experiment stood empty for some 
years, and was taken possession of by a Presbyterian congregation shortly 
after the Bestoration, which gave the building some notoriety. It figures 
in the plan as " 17. The Glas house.'' 

4. Broad Street, formerly Webster Bow, had anciently a fleet running 
down the centre of it, which probably caused the Websters, or Weavers, to 
locate themselves there, but in 1685 it was vaulted over. In 1561, there- 
fore, it was a prominent object. It is not upon the plan. 

And, lastly, there were the fortifications, about which no large sums had 
been laid out during the 16th and 17th centuries, except in 1642-6. 

Then came the question who was " H. Bell, del. et ex., 1561,*' boldly 
inscribed at the bottom of the plan, on the left side- On consulting Mr. 
Major, the curator of the maps, &c., at the British Museum, he shewed 
me a number of engravings, some of very large size, all made in the early 
part of the 18th century, and all engraved by H. Bell ; and on comparing 
the mode of signature I found that the H. Bell of 1710 signed his name 
in precisely the same way as the H. Bell of 1661, namely, by a junction of 
the two capital letters, the last stroke of the H forming the first of the B. 
I should add, the only H. Bell I found any reference to was a Henry Bell 
who designed the Market Cross erected in 1710, whose monument is in St. 
Margaret's church, and who died in 1717.* Some of the plates in 
Mackerel's History, dated 1738, are drawn by a " Bell," but no Christian 
name appears. 

• " 1687. Dec. 19. Mr. Henry Bell brottght in a map of the town." — Hall Book. " A topographical draught 
of the town bad been presented by Sir Algernon Peyton ; and in 1670, Henry Bell, then Mayor, was desired to perase 
it, and hare it put in a frame." — Hall Book. This may be the map brought in in 1687. 
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I therefore placsed before the Couadl of the Society a summary of the 
evidence against the genuineness of this plan, which has been affixed to 
the plan in their possession, that future inquirers may be warned against 
receiving it as authentic. 

I have had in my hands for some time, among papers relating to Castle 
B/ising, a tracing of a Map of the Honour and Chase of Rising, which I 
have always considered to be of the time of Elizabeth. It was given me 
some years ago by a person who did not know where he obtained it ; and 
although I have from time to time searched for and inquired about the 
origi^al, I have been unable to discover it. 

I was particularly desirous at this time to verify the accuracy of it, 
because at the lower left hand ccMmer was a well-executed bird's eye view 
of King's Lynn, but why it was there no one could guess. 

They knew nothing of it at the Duchy of Lancaster office, nor at the 
Duchy of Cornwall or Land Bevenue offices. No one had ever seen or 
heard of such a plan. I hunted over every bundle and portfolio at the 
Becord Office at all likely to contain it, with only this success : — I found the 
gentleman who actually made the tracing ^ from some document then at 
Carlton Bide. He assisted in the search, but hitherto I have not been 
able to meet with the original ; and I have only the satisfaction of having 
made out that it is certainly id the Becord Office. 

But though I could not find the original, I came across a piece of 
evidence which goes far to prove the date at which the original was made, 
and explains why King's Lynn is there depicted. 

There is among the papers of the Queen's Bemembrancer of the 
Exchequer a parchment volume containing a survey, made under a special 
commission, of the possessions of the Duke of Norfolk and Earl of Arundel, 
attainted for treason in 1681. 

In the description of the boundary of Bising Chase in this survey, it is 
stated that the bounds commenced at the north-west of Bising Haven, at 
a point where the steeple of St. Margaret's, Lynn, and St. Nicholas' 
chapel, Lynn, *' do range in a line." 

Now on this map a dotted line extends from a point on the north-west 
of Bising Haven to Lynn, in a direct line with the two steeples ; and the 
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whole description of the Chase in the survey agrees so entirely with the 
map that the Commissioners must hare had it hefore them when they 
prepared that description. Where the names, too, of tenants are given on 
the map, the same names occur in the survey. 

I have, therefore, no difficulty in assigning the map to the 31st Elizabeth, 
and of laying before you a facsimile of that portion of it containing the plan 
of Lynn. Being about the year 1581, it makes more certain the falsity of 
the engraved plan in the collection at the Antiquaries, pretending to date 
27 years before. The White Eriars church is there standing, there are 
no signs of fortifications like those of Bastrick or Bell, and no windmill in 
the Gallows Close. 

Without claiming for it the merit of complete accuracy, I have no doubt 
it does give a very fair general idea of the extent of the town and the 
position of the chief buildings. At the same time it must be borne in 
mind that the surveyor who constructed it had one principal object in view 
to which all else was subservient, — ^to make the steeples of St. Margaret's 
and St. Nicholas's range in a line with the imaginary dotted line he drew 
to Eising Haven, and which line was, until I found the Norfolk survey, a 
constant puzzle to me whenever I inspected the map. 

Having now gone over the whole of the Documents contained in the 
Eepertory, I have only farther to add that a considerable selection of 
these Documents ought to be published, particularly of those which are 
more likely to perish or disappear. 

HENRY HARROD, F.S.A. 
London, 

September, 1866. 



I add a carefully prepared list of Mayors. 
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Henry Bleisby (died Jan.) 
William Overend (died May) 
Thomas Waters 


1557 


6&6 


f9 


Christopher Grannt 


1568 


1 'Rlizaheth 


Robert Gervis 


1559 Hall Book. 


2 


f9 


John Pell 


1560 


3 


9f 


John Makcanter 


1561 


4 


99 


John Eynne 


1562 


5 


99 


John Grebby 


1563 


6 


>f 


Robert HaUiour al. Hullyard 


1664 


7 


9» 


Biohard Spence 


1565 


8 


»9 


Bobert Gervis 


1666 


9 


»9 


Thomas Grave 


1667 


10 


» 


George Baker 


1568 (Qot Gregory) 


11 


f> 


Francis Shaxton 


1669 


12 


>5 


Edward Waters 


1570 


13 


SS 


Bobert Hullyer 


1571 


14 


99 


John Kynne (died) 
John Grebby 


1572 


15 


99 


Thomas Claboume 


1673 


16 


99 


Thomas Grave 


1674 


17 


99 


Christopher Gaunt 


1575 


18 


99 


George Baker 


1576 


19 


99 


John Ditchfield 


1577 


20 


99 


Bobert Hullyer 


1578 


21 


99 


Thomas Overend 


1679 


22 


99 


Francis Shaxton 


1680 


23 


99 


William Eillmgtree 


1681 


24 


99 


John Grebby 


1682 


a& 


99 


Biohard Clark 


1683 


26 


99 


Thomas Grave 


1684 


27 


99 


Bobert Hullyer 


1685 


28 


99 


Thomas Boston 


1686 


29 


99 


Thomas Sendell 


1587 


30 


99 


John Nelson 


1688 






4&BPh.&My. 


Henry Bleisby (died Jan.) 
WiUiam Overend (died May) 
Thomas Waters 


1557 


6&6 „ 


Christopher Gaunt 


1568 


1 Elmbeth 


Sohert Gervis 


1559 HaU Book 


2 




JohnPeU 


1660 


3 




John Makcanter 


1661 


4 
5 
6 




John Kynne 


1662 








7 








8 








8 








10 








11 








12 








13 




,. 





rvimam jumngtree 


16HI 


Fohn Grebby 


1682 


Siohard Clark 


1683 


Chomas Grare 


1684 


^bert Hullyer 


1686 


Dhomas Boston 


1686 


Chomas Sendell 


1687 


Fohn Nelson 


1688 



Part 10. 



Two Shillings. 



REPORT 



ON THE 



DEEDS 




RECORDS 



OF THE 



U 




mn^h 0f |tinp ITpn. 



Br 



nf HAKROD, ESQ., r.S.A., &c. 



KING'S LYNN : THEW & SON, HIGH STREET. 

1870. 



"^ "77/^^-/90 



31 Elizabeth 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 . 

89 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

1 James I. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

19 



145 

Seth Hawley 

Henry Vilett 

Peter Cartwright 

Thomas Clabourne 

William Gurlin 

Thomas Boston 

William Hoo 

John Bassett 

Seth Hawley 

Thomas Baker 

Henry Vilett 

William Gurlin 

Thomas Sendell 

Thomas Gibson 

John Spence 

John Kercher 

Matthew Clarke 

John Clarke 

John Atkin 

Thomas Sandell 

John Wallis 

John Bassett 

Thomas Soame 

Thomas Gibson 

Matthew Clarke 

John Spencer 

John Atkin 

John Wallis 

Eichard Stonham 

William Doughty 

William Atkin 

Thomas Soame 

Thomas Gurlin 

Thomas SneUing (died) 
John Wallis 



1589 
1590 
1591 
1592 
1593 
1594 
1595 
1596 
1597 
1598 
1599 
1600 
1601 
1602 
1603 
1604 
1605 
1606 
1607 
1608 
1609 
1610 
1611 
1612 
1613 
1614 
1615 
1616 

1617 
1618 
1619 
1620 
1621 
1622 



(LD 
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21 Jamas I. 


Edward Hargrave 


1623 


22 


» 


Gregory Gumall 


1624 


1 Charles I. 


Willisim Doughty 


1625 


2 


>i 


Thomas Grinnell 


1626 


3 


>f 


Joshua Greene 


1627 


4 


*i 


Thomas Milner 


1628 


6 


n 


Thomas Soame 


1629 


6 


» 


John Perceval 


1630 


7 


» 


John VVallis 


1631 


8 


*> 


Bartholomew Wormell 


1632 





M 


"NV ilHam Doughty 


1633 


10 


» 


Thomas Gurlin 


1634 


11 


>* 


Edmund Hudson 


1635 


12 


» 


John May 


1636 


13 


t> 


Joshua Greene 


1637 


14 


>t 


Thomas Milner (died) 
John Percival 


1638 


15 


ft 


Thomas Toll 


1639 


16 


» 


"William Doughty 


1640 


17 


» 


Thomas Nelson 


1641 


18 


» 


Thomas Gurlyn 


1642 


19 


» 


Edmund Hudson 


1643 


20 


» 


John Mayc 


1644 


21 


» 


Edward Eohinson 


1645 


22 


» 


Thomas Toll 


1646 


23 


>* 


Elias Porter 


1647 


24 


» 


Thomas Slaney (died) 
Nathaniel Maxey 


1648 


Interregnnm. 


Thomas Bevett 


1649 






Bartholomew Wormell 


1650 






Jonas Scott 


1651 






Joshua Grene 


1652 






John Bassett 


1653 






Thomas Greene 


1654 






Thomas Toll 


1655 
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Interregnum. 

99 
» 


Robert Thorogood 
Benjamin HoUy 
H enry BeU 
Joshua Green 


1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 


12 Charles II. 


John Bassett 


1660 


13 
14 




Walter Kirby 
John Bird 


1661 
1662 


15 




William Wharton 


1663 


16 




Thomas Grene 


1664 


17 

18 




Benjamin Holly 
Matthias Twells 


1665 
1666 


19 




Tbomas Robinson 


1667 


20 
21 




Walter Kirby 
Edmund Abbot 


1668 
1669 


22 
23 




Henry Bell 
Daniel Goodwin 


1670 
1671 


24 
25 




Seth Hawley 
John Hamond 


1672 
1673 


26 

27 

28 




Thomas Green (died) 
Simon Taylor Un^eTs) 
Edward Bromley 
Thomas Thetford 


1674 

1675 
1676 


29 
30 




Arthur Evelyn 
John Turner 


1677 
1678 


31 
32 




Giles Bridgeman 
Edmimd Tassell 


1679 
1680 


33 
34 
35 
36&37 


r 


Simon Taylor 
Henry Ohenery 
Benjamin Eeene 
Edmund Hooke 


1681 
1682 
1683 
1684 


1 James II. 


Edward Bodham 


1685 


2 


M 


John Kidd 


1686 


3 

4 


»» 


Robert Sparrow (displaced) 
John Davy elected 

Cyprian Anderson (Oct. 20) 


1687 
1688 
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1 Wm. III. & M. Robert Payne 1689 

2 „ Henry Framingham 1690 

3 „ William Linsteatl (died) 1691 

Sir John Turner 

4 „ Henry Bell 1692 

5 „ William HoUey 1693 

6 „ Charles Turner 1694 

7 „ Edmund Hooke . 1695 

8 „ Bobert Sparrow 1696 

9 „ JohnKidd 1697 

10 „ Cyprian Anderson 1698 

11 „ Robert Awbom 1699 

12 „ Henry Framingham 1700 

13 „ Benjamin Keene 1701 

1 Anne John Turner 1702 

2 „ Henry Bell 1703 

3 „ John Turner 1704 

4 „ Charles Whaites 1705 

5 „ Charles Turner 1706 

6 „ William HoUey (died) 1707 

Robert Awbom 

7 „ Henry Chenery 1708 

8 „ John Greene 1709 

9 „ John Bemey 1710 

10 „ JohnBagg 1711 

11 „ Charles Greene 1712 

12 & 13 „ Edmund Rolfe 1713 

1 Greorge I. Charles Eeene 1714 

2 „ John Turner 1715 

3 „ Samuel Brown 1716 

4 „ James Boardman 1717 

5 „ Daniel Scarlet 1718 

6 „ Thomas Bobotham 1719 

7 „ Edmund Rolfe 1720 

8 „ John (joodwin 1721 
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9 George I. 


Richard Harwick 


1722 


10 


William Allen 


1723 


11 


John Turner, junior 


1724 


12 


John Wehlin 


1725 


13 


John Kidd 


1726 


I George II. 


Thomas Allen 


1727 


2 


John Goodwin 


1728 


3 


Andrew Taylor 


1729 


4 


Charles Harwick 


1730 


6 


John Bagg 


1731 


6 


John Earthing 


1732 


7 


Samuel Brown 


1733 


8 


John Turner, senior 


1734 


9 


John Exton 


1735 


10 


John Groodwin, junior 


1736 


11 


John Turner, junior 


1737 


12 


John Goodwin, senior 


1738 


13 


William Bagg 


1739 


14 


John Gary 


1740 


15 


Samuel Browne (died) 
Benjamin Nuthall 


1741 


16 


Edward Everard 


1742 


17 


Thomas Somershy 


1743 


18 


"Walter Kirhy 


1744 


19 


Philip Case 


1745 


20 


Andrew Figge 


1746 


21 


Walter IU)bertson 


1747 


22 


Sir John Turner 


1748 


23 


John Goodwin 


1749 


24 


John Exton 


1750 


25 


William Bagge 


1751 


26 


William Mixson 


1752 


27 


John Wilson 


1753 


28 


John Gary 


1754 
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29 


George II. 


Wiliiam Langley 


1755 


80 


» 


George Fatteson 


1756 


31 


» 


Benjamin Nuthall 


1757 


32 


>t 


Edward Everard 


1758 


33 


n 


Charles Turner 


1759 


34 


» 


Thomas Somersby 


1760 


1 


George III. 


Walter Eobertson 


1761 


2 


» 


Thomas Alderson 


1762 


3 


»> 


James Robertson 


1763 


4 


» 


Philip Case 


1764 


5 


» 


John Cary 


1765 


6 


» 


William Langley 


1766 


7 


» 


Charles Turner 


1767 


8 


1* 


Sir John Turner 


1768 


9 


» 


Samuel Browne 


1769 


10 


ji 


George Hogg 


1770 


11 


» 


Maxey Allen 


1771 


12 


»> 


Edward Ererard 


1772 


13 


it 


Thomas Somersby, junior 


1773 


14 


» 


John Cary, junior 


1774 


15 


»> 


William Bagge 


1775 


16 


» 


Thomas Alderson 


1776 


17 


>» 


Philip Case 


1777 


18 


»> 


Thomas Bagge 


1778 


19 


» 


Maxey Allen 


1779 


20 


» 


Samuel Browne 


1780 


21 


» 


Bobert Preeman 


1781 


22 


» 


Edward Everard 


1782 


23 


»> 


John Cary 


1783 


24 


» 


Stephen Wilson 


1784 


25 


» 


William Bagge 


1785 


26 


» 


Philip Case 


1786 


27 


» 


Thomas Bagge 


1787 


28 


>t 


Bobert Preeman 


1788 
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29 George III. 


Henry Bell 


1789 


30 


William Case 


1790 


31 


Joseph Taylor 


1791 


32 


Maxey Allen 


1792 


33 


Edward Everard, junior 


1793 


34 „ 


Edmund Eolfe Elsden 


1794 


35 


Edward Eyerard 


1795 


36 


Thomas Bagge 


1796 


37 


John Gary 


1797 


38 


William Case 


1798 


39 


Alexander Bowker 


1799 


40 


Joseph Taylor 


1800 


41 


John Hemington 


1801 


42 


Lionel Self, junior 


1802 


43 


Edmund B. Elsden 


1803 


44 „ 


Thomas Bagge 


1804 


45 


Thomas Philip Bagge 


1805 


46 


George Hogg, junior 


1806 


47 


Scarlet Everard 


1807 


48 


George Edwards 


1808 


49 


Joseph Ijawrence 


1809 


50 


Edward Everard, junior 


1810 


51 


Joseph Taylor 


1811 


52 


John Hemington 


1812 


53 


William Swatman 


1813 


54 


Lionel Self 


1814 


55 


Thomas Philip Bagge 


1815 


56 


Robert Green 


1816 


57 


John Prescott Blencowe 


1817 


58 


George Hogg 


1818 


59 


William Bagge 


1819 


1 George IV. 


Scarlet Everard 


1820 


2 „ 


Thomas Allen 


1821 


3 „ 


Edward Everard 


1822 
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4 George IV. John Maxey Allen 1823 

5 „ William Swatman 1824 

6 „ John Prescott Blencowe 1825 

7 „ Robert Green 1826 

8 „ G«orgeHogg 1827 

9 „ Alexander Bowker 1828 
10 „ Robert Green 1829 

1 William IV. William Bagge 1830 

2 „ Scarlett Everard 1831 

3 „ Lionel Self 1832 

4 „ William Everard 1833 

5 „ Lionel Self, junior 1834 

6 „ George Hogg 1835 

7 „ Richard Bagge 1836 

1 Victoria. John Flatten 1837 

2 „ Francis Hulton 1838 

3 „ John Flatten 1839 

4 „ Edward Bagge 1840 

5 „ James Bowker 1841 

6 „ JohnWayte 1842 

7 „ Ditto 1843 

8 „ Robert Pitcher 1844 

9 „ Erancis CressweU 1845 

10 „ Thomas Augustus Carter 1846 

11 „ Edward Everard 1847 

12 „ William Seppings 1848 

13 „ Walter Moyse 1849 

14 „ Ditto 1850 

15 „ Richard Bagge 1851 

16 „ Lionel Self 1852 

17 „ John Flatten 1853 

18 „ John Marsters 1854 

19 „ William Seppings 1855 

20 „ Robert Cook 1866 



21 Yictoria I. 0. Smetbam 


1867 


22 


, Walter Moyse 


1868 


23 


Honel Self 


1869 


24 


, L. W. Jarvis 


1860 


26 


Ditto 


1861 


26 


Ditto 


1862 


27 


William Barkitt 


1863 


28 


, W. MonemeDt 


1864 


29 


, I. 0. Smetbam 


1866 


SO 


Ditto 


1866 


31 


Walter Mojse 


1867 


32 


, John Thorley 


1868 


33 


Ditto 


1869 


34 


E. E. Durrant 


1870 


36 


J. D. Tbew 


1871 


36 


I. 0. Smetbam 


1872 


87 


Ditto 


1873 
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